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EDITOR'S PREFACE. 



In this philosophic age, when nature, reason 
and the rights of man have resumed their em- 
pire ; when the genius of a great, generous and 
brave people, is giving the last blow to super- 
stition and despotism, the publication of a 
work, which has greatly contributed to these 
events, must be highly acceptable, not only to 
the literary world, but even to the community 
at large, who eagerly seek after instruction, 
the moment they believe it necsssary for their 
happiness. 

This publication bears a conspicuous rank 
among those works, whose free and independ- 
ent sentiments have introduced a happy change 
in the public mind, and concurred with the 
writings of Rousseau, Mably, Ranal and Vol- 
taire, in bringing forward the French Revolu 
tion : A revolution which will probably prove 
the harbinger of the complete triumph of reason 
Persecutions and wars will then cease forevei 
throughout the civilized world. 
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In offering (his Translation to the public, I 
pay a tribute that every member of society 
owes to his fellow-citizens, that of endeavor- 
ing to acquaint them with their true rights and 
duties, and consequently the means most con- 
ducive to their happiness. 
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A LETTER from the Author to 

A FftlEJND. 



1 receive, Sir, with gratitude the remarks 
which you send me upon my work. If I am 
sensible to the praises you condescend to give 
it, I am too fond of truth to be displeased with 
the frankness with which you propose your 
objections. I find them suciffiently weighty to 
merit all my attention. He but ill deserves the 
title of philosopher, who has not the courage 
to hear his opinions contradicted. We are not 
divines; our disputes are of a nature to ter- 
minate amicably ; they in no way resemble 
those of the apostles of superstition, who en- 
deavor to overreach each other by captious 
arguments, and who, at the expence of good 
faith, contend only to advocate the cause of 
their vanity and their prejudices. We both 
desire the happiness of mankind, we both 
search after truth; this being the case, we 
cannot disagree. 

You begin by admitting the necessity of ex- 
amining religion, and submitting opinions to 
the decision of reason. You acknowledge that 
Christianity cannot sustain thin trial, and that 
in the eye of good sense it can never appear to 
be any thing but a tissue of absurdities, of un- 
connected fables, senseless dogmas, puerile 
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Chaldeans, Egyptians, Phenicians, Grecian* 
and Romans In one <vord, you confess that 
t his religious system is only the deformed off- 
spring of almost all ancient superstitions, be- 
gotten by oriental fanaticism, and diversely 
modified by the circumstances and prejudices 
of those who have since pretended to be the 
inspired ambassadors of God, and the inter- 
preters of his will. 

You tremble at the horrors which the intol- 
erant spirit of Christians has caused them to 
commit, whenever they had power to do it ; 
you feel that a religion founded on a sanguin- 
ary deity must be a religion of blood. You 
lament that phrensy, which in infancy takes 
possession of princes and people, and renders 
them equally the slaves of superstition and her 
priests; which prevents their acquaintance 
with their true interests, render* them deaf to 
reason, and turns them aside from the great 
objects, by which they ought to be occupied.—- 
You confess that a religion founded upon en- 
thusiasm or imposture can have no sure princi- 
ples ; that it must prove an eternal source of 
disputes, and always end in causing troubles, 
persecutions, and ravages ; especially when 
political power conceives itself indispensibly 
obliged to enter into its quarrels. In fine, you 
go so far as to agree that a good Christian who 
follows literally the conduct prescribed to him 
as the most perfect by the gospel, knows not 
in this world any thing of those duties on which 
true morality is founded ; and that if he wants 
energy he must prove an useless misanthrope, 
or if his temper be warm, a turbulent fanatic. 

After acknowledging all this, how could it 
happen that you should pronounce my work a 
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dangerous one. You tell me that a wise mqn 
ought to think only for himself; that to the 
populace a religion is necessary be it good or 
bad ; that it is a restraint necessary to gro^s 
and ignorant minds, which, without it, would 
have no longer any motive for abstaining from 
vice. You look upon a reform of religious 
prejudices as impossible, because it is the in- 
terest of many of those persons who alone can 
effect it, to continue mankind in that ignorance 
of which themselves reap the advantage.-— 
These, if 1 mistake not, are the weightiest of 
your objections. I will endeavor to remove 
them. 

Books are generally written for that part of 
a nation, whose circumstances, education, and 
sentiments, place them above the commission 
of crimes. This enlightened portion of society, 
which governs the other, reads and judges of 
writings ; if they contain maxims false or in- 
jurious, they are soon either condemned to o- 
blivion, or held up to public execration ; if they 
contain only truth, they are not in danger.— 
Fanatics and ignorant people are the disturbers 
of society. Sensible, enlightened, and disin- 
terested persons are ever the friends of peace. 

You are not, Sir, of the number of pusillani- 
mous thinkers, who believe that truth is capable 
of doing barm. It does harm to those only 
who deceive mankind, and to the rest of the 
human species it will always be useful Yon 
ought long to have been convinced that the 
evils with which mankind are afflicted, arise 
only from our errors, our prejudices, our inter- 
ests misunderstood, and the false ideas we at- 
tach to objects. 

. In fine, it is easy to see that the policy and 
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morality of man have been particularly corrupt 
ted by their religious prejudices. Was it not 
religious and super-natural ideas which caused 
sovereigns to be looked upon as gods ? It is 
then religion which raised up tyrants and des- 
pots; tyrants and despot- made wicked laws ; 
their example corrupted the great, the great 
corrupted the lower classes of mankind ; these 
vitiated beings became unhappy slaves, em- 
ployed either in injuring themselves, flattering 
the great, or struggling to get clear of their 
misery. Kings were stiled images of God : 
they were absolute Tike him ; they created 
justice and injustice ; their wills often sanctified 
oppression, violence and rapine. The means 
of obtaining their favors were vice and mean- 
ness. Thus nations became filled with perver- 
ted citizens, who, under leaders corrupted by 
religious notions, made continually a war, either 
open or clandestine, and were left destitute of 
any motive for practising virtue. 

Hat- this religion influenced the manners of 
sovereigns, who derive their divine power from 
it? Do we not behold princes, overflowing 
with faith, continually undertaking the most 
unjust wars; waisting the blood an { treasure 
of their subjects ; wrenching the bread from the 
hands of the poor; permitting and even com- . 
mandtng every species of injustice ? Does this 
religion, considered by so many sovereigns as 
the support of their thrones, render them more 
humane, temperate, chaste, or faithful to their 
oaths? Alas! when we consult history, we 
{here find sovereigns, who were orthodox, zeal- 
ous and religious to a scruple, and at the same 
time guilty of perjury, usurpation, adultery, 
robbery, and murder : men. who in fine, be- 
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haved as if they feared not the God whom they 
honored with their mouths. Among the cour- 
tiers who surrounded them we see a continual 
alliance of Christianity and vice, devotion and 
iniquity, religion and treason. Among the 
priests of a poor and crucified God, who found 
their existence upon religion, and pretend that 
without it there could be no morality, do we 
not see reigning amongst them, pride, avarice, 
v^an tonnes, and revenge? 

Amongst us, education is very little attended 
to by the government, which shews the most 
profound indifference concerning an object the 
most essential to the happiness of states. With 
most modern nations public education is con- 
fined to the teaching languages, useless to most 
who learn them. Christians, instead of morality, 
inculcate the marvellous fables apd incompre- 
hensible dogmas of a religion extremely repug- 
nant to right reason. At the first step a young 
man makes in his studies, he is taught that he 
ought to renounce the testimony of his senses, 
to reject his reason as an unfaithful guide, and 
blindly conform himself to the dictates of his 
masters* But who are these masters ? Priests, 
whose interest it is to continue mankind in er- 
rors, of which they alone reap the advantage. 41 
Can the abject and isolated mind of these mer- 
cenary pedagogues be capable of instructing 
their pupils in that of which themselves are 
ignorant ? will they teach them to love the pub 
lie good, to serve their country, to know the du- 
ties of the man and citizen ? Certainly, not ; 

*The reader will bear in mind that this publication was 
written in France and that when the author mentions 
priests, he commonly means Roman Catholic priests.— 
American Editor. 

AS 
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•we can expect nothing from the hands of such 
teachers but ignorant and superstitious pupils, 
who, if tbey have profited of the lessons they 
have received, are unacquainted with every 
thing necessary in society, of which they must 
consequently become useless members. 

On whatever side we cast our eyes, we see 
the study of the objects most important to man, 
totally neglected. Morality, in which I also 
comprehend policy, is considered of very little 
importance in European education. The only 
morality taught by Christians is, the enthusias- 
tic, impracticable, contradictory, and uncertain 
morality contained in the gospel. This is calcu- 
lated only to degrade the mind, to render virtue 
odious, to form abject slaves, and break the 
spring of the soul ; or, if it is sown in warm and 
active minds, to produce turbulent fanatics, ca- 
pable of shaking the foundations of society. 

Notwithstanding the inutility and perversity 
of the morality which Christianity teaches man- 
kind, its partisans presume to teii us that with- 
out this religion we cannot have morals. But 
what is it to have morals, in the language of 
Christians? It is to pray without ceasing, to 
frequent churches, to do penance, and to abstain 
from pleasure ; it is to live ih selfishness and 
solitude. What good results to society trom 
these practices, all of which may be observed 
by a man, who has not the shadow of virtue ? 
If such morals lead to heaven, they are very 
useless on earth. But certain it is that a man 
may be a faithful observer of alt that Christian- 
ity enjoins, without possessing any of the virtues 
which reason shews to be necessary to the sup- 
port of political society. 

It is necessary, then, to carefully distinguish 
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Christian morality from political morality ; the 
former makes saints the latter citizens ; on* 
makes men useless or even hurtful to the world, 
the other has for its object the formation of 
members useful to society ; men active and vig- 
orous, who are capable of serving it, who fulfill 
the duties of husbands, fathers, friends, and 
companions, whatever may be their metaphys- 
ical opinions, which, let Theologists say what 
they will, are much less sure than the invariable 
rules of good sense. 

In fact, it is certain, that man is a social be- 
ing, who in all things seeks his own happiness, 
that he does good when he finds it his interest; 
that he is not commonly bad, because that 
would be contrary to his welfare. This being 
premised, let education leach men to know the 
relations which exist among themselves, and the 
duties arising from (hose relations ; let govern- 
ments calling to their aid laws, rewards, and 
punishments, confirm the lessons given by ed- 
ucation ; let happiness accompany useful and 
virtuous actions, let shame, contempt, and chas- 
tisement be the rewards of vice. Then would 
mankind have a true morality, founded in their 
own nature upon their mutual wants, and the 
interest of nations at large. This morality, in- 
dependent of the sublime notions of Theology 
might perhaps have very little in common with 
Christian morality ; but society has nothing to 
loose from this circumstance, as has already 
been proved. 

When the people receive a proper education, 
which, by inspiring them early in life with vir- 
tuous principles, wijl habituate them to do hom~ 
, age to virtue, detest crimes, contemn vice, and 
shrink from infamy. Such an education cait- 
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not be vain, when continual example shall 
prove to the citizens tha< talents and virtue are 
the only means of arriving at honor, fortune, 
distinction, consideration, and favor ; and that 
vice conducts only to contempt and ignominy. 

If the clergy have usurped from the sovereign 
power the right of instructing the people, let 
the hitier reas^uine its rights, or at least not 
suffer the former to enjoy the exclusive liberty 
of governing the manners ol mankind, and die- 
tating their morality. Let them teach if they 
please, that their God transforms himsetf into 
bread, but let them never teach that we ought 
to hate or destroy those who refuse to believe 
this ineffable mystery Let no individual in 
society have the power of exciting citizens to 
rebellion, of sowing discord, breaking the bands 
which unite the people amongst one another, 
and disturbing the public tranquility, for the 
sake of opinions. If it be said that all govern- 
ments think it their interest to support religious 
prejudices, and manage the clergy through pol- 
icy, although they themselves are undeceived. 
1 answer, that it is easy to convince every en- 
lightened government, that it is their true in- 
terest to govern a happy people, that upon the 
happiness it procures the nation depends the 
stability and safety of the government ; in one 
word, that a nation composed of wise and vir- 
tuous citizens, are much more powerful than a 
troop of ignorant and corrupted slaves, whom 
the go . eroment is forced to deceive in order to 
satisfy, and to deluge with impositions that it 
may succeed in any enterprise. 

Thus let us not despair, that truth will one 
day force its way even to thrones. If the light 
ot reason and science reaches princes with so 



Digitized by Google 



» 



15 

much difficulty, it is because interested priests 
and starveling courtiers endeavor to keep them 
in a perpetual infancy, point out to them chi- 
merical prospects of power and grandeur, and 
thus turn away their attention from objects ne- 
cessary to their true happiness. 

Every government must feel that their power 
will always be tottering and precarious, so long 
at* it depends for support on the phantoms of 
religion, the errors of the people and the ca- 
prices of the priesthood. It must feel the in- 
conveniences resulting from fanatic adminis- 
tration, winch have hitherto produced nothing 
but ignorance and presumption, nothing but 
obstante, weak citizens, incapable of doing ser- 
vice to the state, and ready to receive the false 
impressions of guides who would lead them 
astray. It must perceive what immense re- 
sources might be derived from the wealth which 
has been accumulated by a body of useless men, 
who, under pretensions of teaching the nation, 
cheat and devour it*. Upon this foundation, 
(which to the shame of mankind be it said, has 
hitherto served only to Support sacerdotal 
pride) a wise government might raise estab- 
lishments which would become useful to the 
state in forming the youth, cheishing talents, 
rewarding virtuous services, and comforting 
the people. 

I flatter myself, sir, that these Reflections will 
exculpate me in your eyes. I do not hope for the 
suffrages of those who fee! themselves interest- 
ed in the continuance of the evils suffered by 

their fellow citizens ; It is not such whom I a>m 



*Some have thought that the clergy might one day serve 
as a barrier against despotism, but experience sufficiently 
jhtovcs that this body always stipulates for itselt alone. 

Digitized by Go^k 



to convince ; nothing can be made to appear 
evident to vicious and unreasonable men. But 
I presume to hope that you will cease to look 
upon my book as dangerous, and my expecta- 
tions as altogether chimerical. Many immoral 
men have attacked the Christian religion, be- 
cause it opposed their propensities ; many wise 
men have despised it, because to them it ap- 
peared ridiculous : many persons have looked 
upon it with indifference, because they did not 
feel its real inconveniences. I attack it as a 
citizen, because it appears to me to be injorious 
to the welfare of the state, an enemy to the 
progress of the human mind, and opposed to 
the principles of true morality, from which po- 
litical interebts can never be separated. It re- 
mains only for me to say, with a poet, who 
was like myself, an enemy to superstition : 

Si tibi vera videtur, 

Dcde manns r tt si falsa est, accingere contrp. 

I am. &c 
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CHRISTIANITY UNVEIIiED. 



CHAPTER I. 

ISTBODUCTION. 

p 

Of the. necessity of an enquiry respecting Religion^ 
and the obstacles which are met in pursuing this 
enquiry. 

* * 

A reasonable being ought in all bis actions to 
aim at bis own happiness and that of his fellow- 
creature^. Religion which is held up as an ob- 
ject most important to our temporal and eternal 
felicity, can be advantageous to us only so far 
as it renders our existence happy in this world, 
or we are assured that it will fulfill the flatter- 
ing promises which it makes us respecting an- 
other. Our duty towards God, whom we look 
upon as the ruler of our destinies, can be found- 
ed, it is said, only on the evils which we fear 
on his part. It is then necessary that man 
should examine the grounds of his fears. He 
ought, for this purpose, to consult experience 
and reason, which are the only guides to truth. 
By the benefits which he derives from religion 
in the visible world which he inhabits, be may 
judge of the reality of those blessings for which 
it leads him to hope in that invisible world, to 
which it commands him to turn his views. 

Mankind, for the most part, hold to their reli- 
gion through habit. They have never seriously 
examined the reasons wby they are attached to 



It, the motives of their conduct, or the founda- 
tions of thoir opinions. Thus, what ha? ever 
been considered as most important to all. has 
been of all things, least subjected to scrutiny. 
Men blindly follow on in the paths which their 
fathers trod ; they believe, because in infancy 
they were told they must believe ; they hope 
because their progenitors hoped, and they trem- 
ble because they trembled. Scarcely ever have 
they deigned to render an account of the mo- 
tives of their belief. Very fevy me.i have lei- 
sure to examine, or fortitude to analyze, the ob- 
jects of their habitual veneration, their blind at- 
tachment, or their traditional fears. Nations 
are carried away in the torrent of habit, exam 
pie and prejudice. Education habituate- the 
mind to opinions the most monstrous, as it ac- 
customs the body to attitudes the most uneasy* 
All that has long existed appears sacred to the 
eyes of man ; they think it sacrilege to examine 
things stampt with the seal of antiquity. Pre- 
possessed in favor of the wisdom of their fath- 
ers, they have not the presumption to investi- 
gate what has received their sanction. They 
see not that man has ever been the dupe of his 
prejudices, his hopes, and his fears ; and that 
the same reasons have almost always rendered 
this enquiry equally impracticable. 

The vulgar, busied in the labors necessary to 
their subsistence, place a blind confidence in 
those who pretr nd to guide them, give up to 
them the right of thinking and submit without 
murmering to all they prescribe. They believe 
they shall offend God. if they doubt for a mo- 
ment, the veracity of those who speak to them 
in his name. The great, the rich, the men of 
the world, even when they are more enlighten- 
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ed than the vulgar, have foand it their interest 
to conform to received prejudices, and even to 
maintain therii ; or swallowed up in dissipation, 
pleasure, and effeminacy, they have no time to 
bestow on a religion, which they easily accom- 
modate to their passions, propensities, and fond- 
ness for amusement. In cbddbood, we receive 
ail the impressions others wish to make upon 
us; we have neither the capacity, experience, 
or courage, necessary to examine what is 
taught Us by those, on whom our weakness 
venders us dependent. In youth, the ardor of our 
passions, and the continual ebriety of our sen- 
ses, prevent our thinking seriously of a relig- 
ion, too austere and gloomy to please ; if by 
chance a young man examines it, he does it 
with partiality, or without perseverance ; be is 
often disgusted with a single glance of the eye 
on an object so disgusting. In riper age, new 
passions and cares, ideas of ambition, great- 
ness, power, the desire of riches, and the hurry 
of business, absorb the whole attention of man, 
or leave him but few moments to think of relig 
ion, which he never has the leisure to scrutin- 
ize. In old age, the faculties are blunted, hab- 
its become incorporated with the machine, and 
the senses are debilitated by time and infirmity 
—and we are no longer able to penetrate back 
to the source of our opinions ; besides, the fear 
of death then renders an examination, over 
which terror commonly presides, very liable to 
suspicion. 

Thus religious opinions, once received, main- 
tain their ground, through a long succession of 
ages ; thus nations transmit from generation to 
generation, ideas which they have never exam- 
ined ; they imagine *heir welfare to be attached 

B 
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to institutions in which, were the truth known, 
they would behold the source of the greater 
part of their misfortunes. Civil authority also 
flies to the support of the prejudices of mankind, 
compels them to ignorance by forbidding en* 
quiry, and hold itself in continual readiness to 
punish all who attempt to undeceive themselves. 

Let us not be surprised then, if we see error 
almost inextricably interwoven with human na- 
ture. All things seem to concur to perpetuate 
our blindness, and hide the truth from us. Ty- 
rants detest and oppress truth, because it dares 
to dispute their unjust and chimerical titles ; it 
is opposed by the Priesthood because it anni- 
hilates their superstitions. Ignorance, indo- 
lence, and passion render the great part of man- 
kind accomplices of those who strive to deceive 
them, in order to keep their necks beneath the 
yoke, and profit by their miseries. Hence na- 
tions groan under hereditary evils, thoughtless 
of a remedy ; being either Ignorant of the cause, 
or so long accustomed to disease, that they 
have lost even the desire of health. 

If religon be the object most important to 
mankind ; if it extends its influences not only 
over our conduct in this life, but over our eternal 
happiness, nothing can demand from us a more 
serious examination. Yet it is of all things, that, 
respecting which, mankind exercise the most im- 
plicit credulity. The same man. who examines 
with scrupulous nicety, things of little moment to 
his welfare, wholly neglects enquiry concerning 
the motives which determine bim to believe and 
perform things, on which, according to his own 
confession, depend both his temporal and eternal 
felicity.— He blindly abandons himself to those 
whom chance has given him for guides ; he con- 
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tides to them the care of thinking for him, and 
even makes a merit of his own indolence and 
credulity. In matters of religion, infancy and 
barbarity seem to be the boast of the greater 
part of the human race. 

Nevertheless, men have in all ages appeared, 
who, shaking off the prejudices of their fellows, 
have dared to lift before their eyes the light of 
truth. But what could their feeble voice effect 
against errors imbibed at the breast, confirmed 
by habit, authorised by example, and fortified 
by a policy which often became the accomplice 
of its own ruin ? The stentorian clamors of im- 
posture, soon overwhelm the calm exhortations 
ot the advocates of reason. In vain shall the 
philosopher endeavor to inspire mankind with 
courage, so long as they tremble beneath the 
J*bd of priests and kings. 

The surest means of deceiving mankind and 
perpetuating their errors, is to deceive them in 
infancy. Amongst many nations at the present 
day, education seems designed only to form 
fanatics, devotees and monks ; that is to say, 
men either useless or injurious to society. Few 
are the places in which it is calculated to form 
good citizens. Princes, to whom a great part 
of the earth is at present unhappily subjected, 
are commonly the victims of a superstitious ed- 
ucation, and remain all their lives in the pro- 
foundest ignorance of their own duties, and the 
true interests of the states which tbey govern. 
Religion seems to have been invented only to 
render both kings and the people equally the 
slaves of the priesthood. The latter is continu- 
ally busied in raising obstacles to the felicity of 
nations. Wherever this reigns, other govern- 
ments have but a precarious power ; and citi- 
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sens become indolent, ignorant, destitute of 
greatness of soul, and in short, of every quality 
necessry to the happiness of society. 

If, in a state where the Christian religion is 
professed, we find some activity, some scieace, 
and an approach to social manners, it is because 
nature, whenever it is in her powtr, restores 
mankind to reason, and obliges them to labor 
for their own felicity. Were alt Christian na- 
tions exactly conformed to their principles, they 
must be plunged into the most profound inac- 
tivity. Our countries wpuld be inhabited by a 
small number of pious savages, who would 
meet only to destroy each other. For, why 
should a man mingle with the uflairs of a world, 
which bis religion informs him is only a place 
of passage ? What can be the industry of that 
people, who believe themselves commanded by 
their God, to live in continual fear, to pray, to 
groan, and afflict themselves incessantly ? How 
can a society exi^t which in composed of men 
who are **onvinced, that, in their zeal for relig. 
ion. they ought to hate and destroy all whose 
opinions differ from their own? How can we 
expect to find humanity, justice, or any virtue 
amongst a horde of fanatics, who copy in their 
conduct a crbel dissembling, and dishonest 
God ? A God who delights in the tears of his 
unhappy creatures, who sets for them the am- 
bush, and then punishes tbem for having fallen 
into it ! A God, who himseli ordains robbery, 
persecution and carnage ! 

Such, however, are the traits with which 
the Christian religion represents the God which 
it has inherited from the Jews. Thi* God was 
a sultan, a despot, a tyrant, to whom all things 
were lawful. Vet he is held up to us as a model 
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of perfection. Crimes at which human nature 
revolts, have been committed in bis name ; and 
the greatest villianies have been justified by the 
pretence of their being committed, either by his 
command, or to merit his favor. Thus the 
Christian religion, which boasts of being the 
only true support of morality, and of furnishing' 
mankind with the strongest motives for the 
practice of virtue, has proved to them a source 
of division, oppression, and the blackest crimes. 
Under the pretext of bringing peace on earth, it 
has overwhelmed it with hate, discord and war. 
It furnishes the human race with a thousand 
ingenious means of tormenting themselves, and 
scatters amongst them scourges unknown be- 
fore. The Christian, possessed of common 
sense, must bitterly regret the tranquil igno- 
rance of hiN idolatrous ancestors. 

If the manners of nations have gained noth- 
ing by the Christian religion, government?, of 
which it has pretended to be the support, have 
drawn from it advantages equally small. It 
establishes to itself in every state, a separate 
power, and becomes the tyrant or the enemy of 
everj other power. Kings were always the 
slaves of priests ; or if they refused to bow the 
knee, they were proscribed, stripped of their 
privileges, and exterminated either by subjects 
whom religion had excited to revolt, or assas- 
sins whose hands she had armed with her sa- 
cred poignard. Before the introduction of the 
Christian religion, those who governed the state 
commonly governed the priesthood ; since that 
period, sovereigns have dwindled into the first 
slaves of the priesthood, the mere executor of 
its vengeance and its decrees. 

Let os then conclude, that the Christian re- 
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ligion has no right to boast of procuring Advan- 
tages either to policy or morality. Let us tear 
aside the veil with which it envelopes itself. 
Let us penetrate hack to its source. Let us 
pursue it in its course, we shall find that found- 
ed on imposture, ignorance and credulity, it can 
never be useful buc to men who wish to dec eive 
their fellow creatures. We shall find that it 
will never cease to generate the greatest evils 
among mankind, and that instead of producing 
the felicity it promises, it is formed to cover the 
earth with outrages, and deluge it in blood ; 
that it will plunge the human race in delirium 
and vice, and blind their eyes to their truest in- 
terest and their plainest duties. 



CHAPTER II. 

Sketch of the Histoi*y of the Jews. 

In a small country, almost unknown to oth- 
ers, lived a nation, the founders of which hav- 
ing long been slaves among the Egyptians, , 
were delivered from their servitude by a priest 
of Heliopolis, who, by means of his superior 
genius and knowledge, gained the ascendency 
over them*. This man, known by the name of 
Moses, being educated in the mysteries of a re- 
ligion, which was fertile in prodigies and the 
mother of superstions, placed himself at the 
head of a band of fugitives, whom he persuad- 

*Maneton and Cheremoo, Egyptian historians, respect* 
ing whom testimonies have been transmitted to us by Jo- 
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ed that he was an interpreter of the will of their 
God, whose immediate commands he pretend- 
ed to receive. He proved his mission, it fs said, 
by works which appeared supernatural to men 
ignorant of the operations of nature, and the 
resources of art. The first command which he 
gave them on the part of his God, was to rob 
their masters, whom they were about to desert. 
When he had thus enriched them with the 
spoils of Egypt, being sure of their confidence, 
he conducted them into a desert, where, during 
forty years, he accustomed them to the blind- 
est obedience. He taught them the will of 
heaven, the marvelous fables of their fore-oth- 
ers, and the ridiculous ceremonies to which he 
pretended the Most High attached his favors. 
He was particularly careful to inspire them with 
the most envenomed hatred against the gods of 
other nations, and the most refined cruelty to 

f^ph the Jew, inform us that a multitude of lepers were 
drawn out of Egypt by king Amenophis ; and that these 
exiles elected for their leader a priest of Heliopoiis whose 
name was Moses, and who formed tor them a religion and 
a code of laws. 

Joseph contra Appion. liv.'I. chap. 9,11, 12. 

Diodorus Siculus also relates the history of Moses. 

Vide translation of Abbey Terrasson. 

Be this as it may, Moses, by the confession of the Bbile 
itself, began his career by assassinating an Egyptian, 
who was quarrelling with an Hebrew ; after which 
he tied into Arabia, and married the daughter of an 
idolatrous priest, by whom he was often reproached for 
his cruelty. Thence he returned into Egypt, and placed 
himself at the head of his nation, which was dissatisfied 
with king Pharaoh. Moses reigned very tyrannically ; 
the examples ot Koran, Dathan, and Abyron prove to 
what k ind of people he had an aversion. He at last dis- 
appeared, like Romulus, no one being able to find his body 
or the place of sepulture. 
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those who adored them. By means of carnage 
and severity he rendered them a nation or 
slaves, obsequious to his will, ready to se< ond 
his passions, and sacrifice themselves to gratify 
his ambitious views. In one word, he made 
the Hebrews monster* of phrenzy and ferocity. 
After having thus animated them with the spir- 
it of destruction, he shewed them the lands and- 
possessions of their neighbors, as an inheritance 
assigned them by God himself. 

Proud of the protection of Jehovah, the He- 
brews marched forth to victory. Heaven au- 
thorised in them knavery and cruelty. Relig- 
ion, united to avidity, rendered them deaf to 
the cries of nature ; and, under the conduct of 
inhuman chiefs, they destroyed the Canaanitish 
nations with a barbarity, at which every man 
must revojt, .whose reason is not wholly anni- 
hilated by superstition. Their fury destroyed 
every thing, even infants at the breast, in those 
cities whither these monsters carried their vic- 
torious arms. By the commands of their God, 
or his prophets, good faith was violated, justice 
outraged, and cruelty exercised. 

This nation of robbers, usurpers, and mur- 
derers, at length established themselves in a 
country, not indeed very fertile, but which they 
found delicious in comparison with the desert 
in which they had so long wandered. Here, 
under the authority of the visible priests of their 
hidden God, they founded a state, detestable to 
its neighbors, and at all times the object of their 
contempt or their hatred. The priesthood, 
under the title of a Theocracy, for a long time 
governed this blind and ferocious people. They 
weie persuaded that in obeying their priests 
I hey obeyed God himself. 
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Notwithstanding their superstition, the He* 
brews, at length, forced by circumstances, or 
perhaps weary of the yoke of priesthood, de- 
termined to have a king, according to the ex- 
amples of other nations But in the choice of 
their monarch they thought themselves obliged 
to have recourse to a prophet. Thus began the 
monarchy of the Hebrews. Their princes, how- 
ever, were always crossed in their enterprises, 
by inspired priests and ambitious prophets, 
who continually laid obstacles in the way of 
every sovereign whom they did not find suffi- 
ciently submissive to their own will*. The his- 
tory of the Jews, at ail tiqies. shews us nothing 
but kings blindly obedient to the priesthood, 
or *t war with it, and perishing under its blows. 

The ferocious and ridiculous superstitions of 
the Jew* rendered them at on<*e the natural en- 
emies of mankind, and the object of their con- 
tempt. Tiiey were always treated with great 
severkyvby those who made inroads upon their 
territory* Successively enslaved by the Egyp- 
tians, the Babylonians and the Grecians, they 
experienced from their masters the bitterest 
treatment, which was indeed but too well de- • 
served. Often disobedient to their God, whose 
own cruelty, as well as the tyranny of his 
priests, frequently isgusted them, they were 
never faithful to their princes. In vain were 
they crushed beneath sceptres of iron ; it was 
impossible to render them loyal subjects. The 
Jews were always the dupes of their prophets, 
and in their greatest distresses, their obstinate 
fanaticism, ridiculous hopes, and indefatigable 
credulity, supported them against the blows of 
fortune At last, conquered with the rest of the 
earth, Jadea submitted to the Roman yoke. 
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Despised by their new masters, the Jews were 
treated hardiy and with great haughtiness ; for 
their hiws as well as their conduct, had inspired 
the hearts oftheir conquerors with the liveliest 
detestation. Soured by misfortune, they be- 
came more blind, fanatic and seditious. Exal- 
ted by the pretended promises of their God ; 
full of confidence in oracles, which have always 
announced to them h felicity which tbey have 
never tasted ; encouraged by enthusiasts, or by 
impostors, who successively profit by their 
credulity, the Jews have, to this day, expect- 
ed the coming of a Messiah, a monarch, a deliv- 
erer, who shall free them from the yokes be- 
neath which they gr6an, and cause their nation 
to reign over all other nations in the universe. 

♦ 

-■ 



CHAPTER III. 

Sketch of th* History of the Christian Religion. 

In the midst of this nation, thus disposed to 
feed on hope and chimera, a new prophet arose, 
whose sectaries in process of time have chang- 
ed the face- of the earth. A poor Jew, who 
pretended to be descended from the royal house 
of David,* after being long unknown in his own 

* The Jews say that Jesus was the son of one Pnndira 
or Pnnther, who had seduced hi* mother Mary, a milieaer, 
the wife «»t Jochanan. According to others, Pa ndirn, by 
some artifice, enjoyed her several times, while she thought 
him her husband ; after which, she becoming* pregnant, 
herhnsband, suspicious of her fidelity, retired into Baby- 
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country, emergies from obscurity, and goe& 
forth to make groselytes. He succeeded a- 
mongst some of the most ignorant part of the 
populace. To them he preached his doctrines, 
and taught them that he was the son or God, 
the deliverer of bis oppressed nation, and the 
Messiah announced by the prophets. His dis- 
ciples, being either impostors, or themselves 
deceived, rendered a clamorous testimony of 
his power, and declared that his mission had 
been proved by miracles without number. The 
only prodigy which he was incapable of effect- 
ing, was that of convincing the Je ws, who, lar 
from being touched with his beneficent and 
marvellous works/caused him to suffer an ig- 
nominious death. Thus the Son of God died in 
the sight of all Jerusalem; but his followers de- 
clare that he was secretly resuscitated three 
days after bis death. Visible to them alone, 
and invisible to the nation which he came to 
enlighten and convert to his doctrine. Jesus, 
after hi* resurrection, say they, conversed some 
time with his disciples, and then ascended into 
heaven, where, having again become equal to 
God the father, be share* with him the adora- 
tions and homages of the sectaries of his law. 
These sectaries, by accumulating superstitions, 
inventing impostures, and fabricating dogmas 
and mysteries, have by little & little, heaped up 
a distorted and unconnected system of religion 
which is called Christianity, after the name ol 
Christ its founder. 



Ion. Some say that Jesus was taught magic in Egypt, 
from whence he went and exercised his art in Galilee, 
where he was put to death. 

Vide Piefier, Theol. Jfud. and Mahom. &c Principia. 
Lypsiac, 1687* 
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The different nations, to which the Jews 
were successively subjected, bad infected them 
with a multitude of pagan dogmas. Thus the 
Jewish religion, Egyptian in its origin, adopted 
many of the rites and opinions of the people, 
with whom the Jews conversed. We need not 
then he surprised, if we see the Jews and the 
Christians their successors, filled with notions 
borrowed of the Phenicians, the Magi or Per- 
sians, the Greeks and the Roman*. The errors 
of mankind respecting religion have a general 
resemblance; they appear to differ only h\ their 
combinations. The commerce of the Jews and 
Christians with the Grecians, made them ac- 
quainted with the philosophy of Plato, so anal- 
ogous to the romantic spirit of the Orientals, and 
so comformable to the genius of a religion which 
boasts in being inaccessable to reason*. Paul, 
the most ambitious and enthusiastic of the a- 
postles. carried his doctrines, seasoned with the 
sublime and marvellous, among the people of 
Greece and Asia, and even the inhabitants of 
Rome. He gained proselytes, as every man, 
who addresses himself to the imagination of 
ignorant people may do; and he may be justly 
styled the principle founder of a religion, which, 
without him, could never have spread far ; for 
the rest of its followers were ignorant men, 



*Origen says that Celsus reproached Christ with having* 
borrowed many of hi* maxims from Plato. [See Origen 
contra Cel. chap. 1. 6*1 Augustine confesses, that he 
found the beginning of the Gospel of John in Plato. [&ee 
S. Aug. Conf. I. viu chap. ix. x. x\J] The notion of the 
Word is evidently taken from Plato ; the church has sine© 
found means of transplanting a great part of Pfato, as we 
shall hereafter prove. 
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from whom be soon separated himself to be« 
come the leader of his own sect*, 

The conquests of the Christian religion were, 
in its infancy, generally limited to the vulgar 
and ignorant. It was embraced only by the 
most abject amongst the Jews and Pagans. It 
19 over men of this description that the marvel- 
lous has the greatest influencef. An unfortu- 
nate God, the innocent victim of wicked ness and 
cruelty, and an enemy to rithes and the great, 
must have been an object of consolation to the 
wretched. The austerity, contempt of riches, 
and apparently disinterested cares of the first 
preachers of the gospel, whose ambition was 
limited to the government of souls ; the equality 
of rank and property enjoined by their religion, 
and the mutual succours interchanged by its 
followers; these were objects well calculated 
to excite the desires of the poor, and multiply 
Christians. The union, concord, and reciprocal 
affection, recommended to the first Christians, 
must have been seductive to ingenious minds ; 
their submissive temper, their patience in indi- 
gence, obscurity, and distress, caused their in. 

"The Ebionites or first Christians looked upon Saint 
Paul as an apostate and an heritic, because he wholly re- 
jected the law of Mowes, which the other apostles wished 
only to reform. 

tThe first Christians were, by way of contempt, called 
Ebionites, which signifies beggars or mendicants. [See 
Origen contra Celsum, lib % et Euseb. hist. Eccles lib. 3. 
chap. 37.] Ebion, in Hebrew,- signifies poor. The word 
Ebion has since been personified into the meaning of an 
heretic or the leader of a sect, who were excluded from 
sacred things, and scarcely considered as men. It prom- 
ised tliem that they should one day have their turn, and 
that, in the other life, they should he happier than their 
^raster*. 
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flint sect to be looked upon as little dangerous ill 
a government accustomed to tolerate all sects* 
Thus, the founders of Christianity had many ad- 
herents among the people, and their oppressors 
and enemies consisted chiefly of some idola- 
trous priests and Jews, whose interest it was 
to support the religion previously established.-* 
By little and little, this new system, covered 
with the cloud* of mystery, took deep root, and 
became too strong and extensive to be suppres- 
sed. The Roman government saw too late the 
progress of an association it bad despised. The 
Christians now become numerous, dared to 
brave the Pagan Gods, even in their temples. — 
The emperors and magistrates, disquieted at 
such proceedings, endeavored to extinguish the 
sect which gave them umbrage. They perse- 
cuted such as they could not reclaim by milder 
means, and whom their fanaticism bad render- 
ed obstinate. The feelings of mankind are ever 
interested in favor of distress ; and this perse- 
cution only served to increase the number of 
the friends of the Christians. The fortitude and 
constancy with which they suffered torment, 
appeared supernatural and divine in the eyes of 
those who were witnesses to it ; their enthusi- 
asm communicated itself, and produced new 
advocates for the sect, whose destruction was 
attempted. 

After this explanation, let Christians no Ion* 
ger boast the marvellous progress of their reli- 
gion. It was the religion of poverty : it an- 
nounced a God who was poor. It was preach- 
ed by the poor, to the poor and ignorant. It 
gave them consolation in their misery. Even 
its gloomy ideas were analogous to the dispb* 
sftTonorirtdie^nt^nd Unhappy taftte. THefap- 
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ioh and concord so much admired in the earlier 
Christians, is, by no means, surprising. An in- 
fant and oppressed sect naturally remained uni- 
ted, and dread a separation of interests. It is* 
astonishing, that, in those early days, men who 
were themselves persecuted and treated as maU 
contents, should presume to preach intolerance 
and persecution. The tyranny excrised against 
them wrought no change in their sentiments.— 
Tyranny only irritate.* the human mind, which 
is always invincible, when those opinions are 
attacked to which it has attached its welfare.— - 
Such is the inevitable effect of persecution. Yet 
Christians, who ought to be undeceived by the 
example of their own sect, have to this day been 
incapable of divesting themselves of the fury of 
persecution. 

The Roman emperors, having themselves 
become Christians, that is to say, carried away 
by a general torrent, which obliged them to 
avail themselves of the support of a powerful 
sect, seated religion on the throne. They pro- 
tected the church and its ministers, and endeav- 
oured to inspire their courtiers with their own 
ideas. They beheld with a jealous eye 
those who retained their attachment to the 
ancient religion. They, at length, interdicted the 
exercise of it, and finished by forbidding it un- 
der the pain of death. They persecuted with- 
out measure, those, who helil to the worship of 
their ancestors. The Christians no w repaid the 
Pagans with interest, the evils gwuich they had 
before* suffered from them. The Roman em- 
pire was shaken with convulsions, caused by 
tha unbridled zeal of sovereigns and those pa- 
cific priests, who had just before preached noth- 
ing but mildness and toleration. The emperors, 
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either from policy or superstition, loaded the 
priesthood with gifts and benefactions, which in- 
deed were seldom tepaid with gratitude. They 
established the authority of the latter; and at 
length respected as divine what they had them- 
selves created. Priests were relieved from all 
civil functions, that nothing might divert their 
minds from their sacred ministry.* Thus the 
lenders of a once insignificant & oppressed sect 
became independent. Being at last more pow- 
erful than kings, they soon arrogated to them- 
selves the right of commanding them. These 
priests of a God of peace, almost continually at 
variance with each other, communicated the 
fury of their passions to their followers ; and 
mankind were astonished to behold quarrels 
and miseries engendered, under the law of grace, 
which they had never experienced tinder the 
peaceful reign of the Divinities, who had for 
merly shared without dispute the adoration of 
mortals. 

Such was the progress of a superstition, in- 
nocent in its origin, but which, in its course, far 
from producing happiness among mankind, be- 
came a bone of contention, and a fruitful source 
of calamities. 

Peace upon earth, and good will towards men. 

Thus is the gospel announced, which has cost 
the human race more blood than all other relig- 
ions of the earth, taken collectively. 

Love the Lord thy God with all thy strength, and 
thy neighbor as thyself 

Tbi*, according to the God and Legislator of 
the Christians, is the sum of their duties. Yet, 
we see it is i hi possible for Christians to love 
that severe and capricious God, whom they 
nfsSTiUemonfs »ife of CoMUutin* Vol. iy. *rt. 39* 
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worship. Oo the other band, we see them eter- 
nally busied in tormenting, persecuting, and de- 
stroying their neighbors and brethren. 

To find an explanation of these contradic- 
tions, it is sufficient to cast our eyes upon the 
God which the Christians inherited from the 
Jews. Not contented with the shocking col- 
ours in which he was pointed, the Christians 
have still more disfigured his portrait. The 
Legislator of the Hebrews speaks only of the 
transient punishments of this life ; the Chris- 
tian represents his God as pouring out unboun- 
ded vengeance to ail eternity. Id one word, 
Christian fanaticism feeds itself with the idea of 
an hell, where its God transformed into a fero- 
cious executioner, as unjust as implacable, 
shall bathe himself in the tears of bis wretched 
creatures, and perpetuate their existence, to 
render them eternally miserable. There, cloth- 
ed in vengeance, he shall mock at the torment 
of sinners, and listen with rapture to the groans 
with which they shall make the brazen roofs of 
their prisons resound ; not the smallest hope of 
some distant termination of their pains, shall 
give them an interval of imaginary relief. 

The Christians in adopting the terrible God 
of the Jews, have sublimed his cruelty. They 
represent him as the most capricious, wicked* 
and cruel tyrant which the human mind can 
conceive, and suppose him to treat his subjects 
with a barbarity and injustice truly worthy of a 
demon. In order to be convinced of this truth, 
let us contemplate, for a moment, a picture of 
the Jewish mythology, adopted and rendered 
still more extravagant by the (Shristianj). 

■ 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Xfffhe Christian Mythology, or the Ideas of God, and 
his Conduct, given us by the Christian fteligion. 

God, by an inconceivable act of his omnipo- 
tence, created the universe out of nothing * He 
made the earth for the residence or man. whom 
he created in his own image. Scarcely had 
this man, the prime object of the labors of his 
God,seen the light, when his Creator set a snare 
for him, into which he undoubtedly knew that 
he must fall. A serpent, who speaks, seduces a 
wopian, who is not at all surprised at this phe- 
nomenon. She,being persuaded by the serpent, 
solicits her husband to eat of a fiuit forbidden 
by God himself. Adam, the father of the human 
race, by this light fault, draws upon himself and 
Ills innocent posterity innumerable evils, which 
are followed, but not terminated by death By 
the offence of only one man, the whole human 
race incurs the wrath of God, and they are at 
length punished for involuntary faults with an 
Universal deluge. God repents having peopled 
the earth, and he finds it easier to drown and 
destroy the human race, than to change their 
liearts. 

A small number of the just, however, escaped 

*Ex nihilo nihil sit, was considered as an axiom by an- 
ient philosophers. The creation as admitted by Chris- 
tians, of the present day, that is to say, eduction of all 
things from nothing, is a theological invention, not, in- 
deed, of very remote date The word Barah, which is 
used ib G ^^ s signifies to compose, arrange, to dispose 
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this destructive flood? but the deluged earth, 
and the destruction ot mankind, did not satiate 
the implacable vengeance of their creator. A 
new generation appeared. These, although 
descended from the friends of God; whom he 
had preserved in the general shipwreck of the 
worid,msense him by new crimes. The Almigh- 
ty is represented as having been incapable of 
rendering his creature such as he desired him. 
A new torrent of corruption carries away man- 
kind; anil wrath is again excited in the bosom 
of Jehovah. * * , t 

Partial in his affections ,and his preferences, 
He, at length, casts his eyes on an idolatrous 
Assy rian. He enters into an alliance with this 
man, and covenants that his posterity shall be 
multiplied to the number of the stars of heaven, 
or the sands of the sea, and that they shall for 
ever enjoy the favor of God. To this chosen 
race he reveals his will ; for them, unmindful of 
his justice, he destroys whole nations. Never- 
theless, this favored race is not the more happy 
or more attached to their God. They fly to 
strange gods t from whom they seek succours, 
which are refused to them by ttoeir own. They 
frequently insult the God who is able to exter- 
minate them. Sometimes he punishes, some* 
times consoles them ; one while he hates them 
without cause, and another eatresses them with 
as little reason. At tabt, finding it impossible to 
reclaim this perverse people, for whom he con- 
tinues to feel the warmest tenderness, be sends 
amongst them his own son To this son 
they will not listen. What do I say ? This 
beloved son, equal to God his lather, is put to 
an Ignominious death by his favorite nation. 
Hjjs father, at the same time, finds it impossible 
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to save the human race, without the sacrifice of 
his own eon* Thus, an innocent God becomes 
the victim of a just God by whom lie is beloved. 
Both consent to this strange sacrifice, judged 
necessary by a God, who knows that it will be 
useless to an hardened nation, which nothing 
can reclaim. W*» should expect that the d«ath of 
this God, being useless to Israel, must serve at 
least to expiate the sins of the rest of the human 
race. Notwithstanding the eternal alliance 
with the Hebrews, solemnly sworn to by the 
Host High, and so many times renewed, that 
favorite nation finds themselves at last deserted 
by their God, who could not reduce them to 
obedience. The merits of the sufferings and 
death of his son, are applied to the nations be- 
fore excluded from bis bounty. These are re- 
conciled to heaven, now become more just in 
regard to them, and return to grace. Yet, in 
spite of all the efforts of God. his favors are 
lavished in vain. Mankind continue to sin, 
enkindle the divine wrath, and render them- 
selves worthy of the eternal punishmiente, pre- 
viously prepared and destined for the greater 
part of the human race. 

Such is the faithful history of the God, on 
whom the foundation of the Christian religion 
is laid. His conduct being so strange, cruel, 
and opposite to all reason, is it surprising to see 
the worshippers of this God ignorant of their 
duties, destitute of humanity and justice, and 
striving to assimulate themselves to the model 
of that barbarous divinity which they adore?— 
\Vhat indulgence have mankind a right to ex- 
pect from a God, who spared not even bis own 
son ? What indulgence can the Christian, who 
believes this fable, shew to his fellow-cratures I 
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Ought he not to imagine that the spcesi means 
ot pleasing his God, is to imitate his ferocity 
and cruelty 1* 

It is at least evident, that the sectaries of each 
a Go>J must have a precarious morality, found- 
ed on principles destitute of all firmness This 
God in fact, is not always unjust and cruel ; 
his conduct varies. Sometimes he appears to 
have created all nature for man alone ; at oth* 
era, he seems to have created man only as an 
object, whereon to exercise his arbitary rage* 
Sometimes they are cherished by him notwith- 
standing all their faults ; at others, the whole 
(species is condemned to eternal misery for an 
apple. This unchangable God in alternately 
agitated by anger and love, revenge and pity, 
benevolence and fury. His conduct is contin- 
ually destitute of that uniformity which char- 
acterises wisdom. Partial in his affections, he 
makes it the duty of his favorite people to com- 
mit deliberately the most atrocious crimes. Ho 
commands them to violate good faith, and con^ 
temn the rights of nations. He enjoins upon 
them the commission of robbery and murder. 
On other occasions, we see him forbidding the 
same crimes, ordainig justice, and prescribing 
to mankind abstinence from whatever disturbs 
the good order of society . This God, who in turn 
is styled the God of Vengtance^ihe God of Mercies, 
the God of Arms and the God of Peace, is ever at 
variance with himself. His subjects are coflutt- 

*The sacrifice of the son of God is mentioned as a proof 
of his benevolence. Is it not rather a proof of his ferocity, 
cruelty, and inpiacable vengeance? A good Christian, 
on his death-bed said, ' he had never been able to con* 
ceive how a good God could pat an innocent God to death 
Co appease a just 6od;» r V* ' " ~ ' ' 
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quently each oH6 at liberty to copy that part of 
his conduct, which he 6nds most congenial to 
his humour. Hence their morality becomes ar- 
bitrary. Is it surprising, that Christians have 
never yet been able to agree amongst themselves 
whether it would be most pleasing to their God 
to tolerate the various opinions of mankind, or to 
exterminate them all who differ from themselves? 
It is, in fact, a problem with them, whether it be 
most expedient to persecute and assassinate 
those who think not as they do ; or to treat them 
with humanity, and suffer them to live in peace. 

Christians, however, do not fail to justify the 
strange and often iniquitous conduct attributed 
to their God in the Scriptures. This God, say 
they, being of right, the absolute master of his 
creatures, can dispose of them at his pleasure, 
and for this no one can accuse him of injustice, 
or demand an account of his conduct. His jus- 
tice is not the justice of mankind, and they have 
no right to censure any of his actions. It is ea 
sy to perceive the insufficiency of this answer. 
Mankind in making justice an attribute of their 
God, can have no idea of this virtue, but by 
supposing that it resembles the justice of their 
fellow creatures. If God have a justice, which 
in its essence differs from that of man, we 
know not what it is, and we attribute to him a 
Quality of which we have no idea. If it be said 
that God, owes nothing to bis creatures, he is 
supposed to be a tyrant, whose conduct has no 
rule but his own caprice, and who cannot con- 
tinue to be a model for us having no longer any 
relation with us; seeing all relations must bs 
reciprocal. If nothing be due from God to his 
creatures, how can any thing be due from them 
to him ) If> as we are continually told, men ore 
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to Ood, a$ the day in the hands of the potter, t^p 
moral relation can exist between them. Itfe, 
nevertheless, upon those relations that all re- 
ligion is founded. Therefore, to say that God 
has no duty towards his creatures, and that 
his justice is different from that of mankind, i& 
to sap the foundations of all religion and jus- 
tice, which necessarily suppose that God ought 
to reward mankind for doing good, and punisft 
them fordoing evil. 

In fine, how can the followers of the Christian 
system reconcile that barbarous conduct, and 
those sanguinary commands, attributed to him 
in the Scriptures, with his goodness or his wis- 
dom ? And how can goodnes be an attribute 
of a God, who has created most of the human 
race only to damn them eternally ? 

Here we shall be told that the conduct of God 
is, to us. an impenetrable mystery, that we have 
no right to scrutinize it and that our feeble rea- 
son must be lost whenever it attempts to found 
the depths of divine wisdom. We are informed 
that we must adore in silence, and tremblingly 
submit to the oracles of a God, who has himself 
sufficiently made known his will in his holy 
scriptures. This is what they call revelation 
to which we proceed in the next chapter. 
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CHAPTER V; 

Of Revelation. 

How can we know, without the aid of reason, 
that God hath spoken. But, on the other side, 
is not reason proscribed by the Christian reli- 
gion ? Is not the use of reason forbidden, in the 
examination of the marvellous dogmas, with 
which we are presented by this religion ? Does 
it not continually exclaim against a profane 
reason, which it accuses of insufficiency, and of- 
ten regards as rebellious to heaven ? In order 
to be capable of judging of divine revelation, 
we must have a just idea of the Divinity. But, 
seeing human reason is too weak and groveling 
to exalt itself to an acquaintance with the Su- 
preme Being, from what source shall we derive 
that idea, beside revelation Itself? Thus reve 
lation itself is to become the proof of the au- 
thority of revelation. Let us pass on from this 
conjurer's circle, and open the sacred books, 
destined to enlighten mabkind,and before which 
reason must fall prostrate. Do they exhibit 
any precise ideas of the God, whose oracles 
they announce ? Can we draw from them any 
just conceptions of his attributes? Is not this 
God represented as a mass of contradictory 
^qualities, which form an explicable enigma ? If 
this revelation be, as is supposed, an emana 
lion from God himself, wha can confide in him ? 
Does he not paint himself as false, unjust, de- 
<*HtfWi And cruel ; insetting snares for mankind 
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seducing, hardening, and leading them qsfray }* 
Thus the man, desirous of being assured of the 
truth of Christian revelation, finds himself, ajt 
the first step of enquiry, plunged into distrust 
and perplexity, which is increased by the inter- 
minable disputes of his sacred guides, who have 
never been able to agree upon the manner of 
understanding the oracles of a Divinity, which 
they say has revealed itself. 

The hesitation and fear of the man, who hon- 
estly examines the revelation adopted by Chris- 
tians, must redouble, when he sees their God 
represented as revealing himself only Ho a few 
favorites of the human race, while he carefully 
conceals himself from the remainder, to whom, 
' notwithstanding this, revelation is equally ne- 
cessary. He must be uncertain whether or not 
he is of the number, to whom this partial God 
deigns to make himself known. Must not his 
heart be troubled at the sight of a God, who 
vouchsafes to discover himself, and announce 
his decrees, only to a number of men, incon- 
siderable in comparison with the whole human 
race ? Is he not tempted to accuse this G#d of 
a malevolence too dark, when he finds that for 
want of revealing himself to so many millions 
of mankind, he has caused their inevitable mis- 
ery through an endless succession of ages<— 
What ideas must he form to himself of a God, 
who inflicts this punishment upon them for their 
ignorance of secret laws, which he has publish- 
■i 

*By the Scriptures and the Fathers of the Church, God 
is always represented as a seducer. He permits Eve to 
be seduced by a serpent. He hardens the heart of Pha- 
roah. Christ himself is a stone of stumbling. Sushare 
the points of view fcndtr which Divinity is exhibited to vs. 

m 1 

* 

JO 



Digitized by Google 



44 



ed by stealth in an obscure and unknown cor- 
ner or Asia? 

Thus Christians, even when they consult the 
scriptures, find all things conspiring to put them 
on their guard against the God exhibited there- 
in. Every thing inspires distrust of his moral 
character. All things float in uncertainty. His 
God, in concert with the pretended interpreters 
of his will, seems to have formed the design of 
redoubling the darkness of bis ignorance. He 
is, however, told, in order to appease his doubts, 
that the revealed will of God consists of myste- 
ries ; that is to say, things inaccessible to hu- 
man understanding. In this case, what need 
was there of having spoken ? Ought a God to 
reveal himself to mankind for the sole purpose 
of no* being comprehended. Is not such con- 
duct as ridiculous as it is unreasonable ? To 
say that God has revealed himself only to an- 
nounce mysteries, is to say, that he has revealed 
himself in order to remain unknown, to conceal 
from us bis views, embarrass our understand- 
ings, and augment our ignorance and uncer- 
tainty. 

A true revelation, proceeding from a just and 
good God, and necessary to all mankind, ought 
to be clear enough to be understood by all the 
human race. But will the revelation, upon 
whieh Judaism and Christianity are founded, 
bear the test of this criterion? The Elements 
of Euclid are intelligible to all who endeavour 
to understand them. This work excites no dis- 
pute among Geometricians. Is it so with the 
Bible ? and do its revealed truths occasion no 
disputes among divines ? By what fatality, have 
writings, revealed by God himself, still need of 
commentaries? and why do they demand ad- 
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ditional lights from on high, before they can be 
believed or understood. Is it not astonishing, 
that what was intended as a guide for mankind, 
should be wholly above their comprehension ? 
Is it not cruel that what is of most importance 
to them, should be least known ? All is mystery, 
darkness, uncertainty, and matter of dispute, in 
a religion, intended by the Most High to enligh- 
ten the human race. 

- Far from contenting themselves with the 
pretended mysteries,contained in the scriptures, 
the priests of the Christian religion have, from 
age to age invented new ones, which, though 
never mentioned by their God, their disciples 
are forced to believe. No Christian can enter- 
tain a doubt concerning the mysteries of the 
Trinity, the Incarnation, and the efficacy of sa- 
craments ; alhd yet Christ never explained these 
subjects. Among Christians every thing seems 
to he abandoned to the imagination, caprice, 
and arbitrary decision of priests, who arrogate 
to themselves the right of fabricating mysteries 
and articles of faith, as their interests occasion- 
ally require. Thus, this revelation perpetuates 
itself by means of the church, which pretends 
to be inspired by God, and which, far IVom en- 
lightening the minds of her children, delights to 
confound and plunges them in a sea of uncer- 
tainty. 

8uch are the effects of this revelation, which 
forms the basis of the Christian religion, and 
of the reality of which, we are not permitted to 
doubt. God, it is said, has spoken to mankind. 
But when has he spoken 1 Thousands of years 
ago, by prophets & inspired men, whom he has 
chosen as organs of communication with man. 
But how can it be proved to have heen 0od 
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liiotoelC who spoke, except by having rectors* 
to the testimony of the very persons who pre- 
tend to have received hie commands ? These 
interpreters of the divine will were then men; 
and are not men liable to be deceived them- 
selves, and prone to deceive others ? How then 
<can we discover what confidence is dne to the 
testimony which these organs of heaven give in 
favor of their own mission? How shall we be 
made sore f that they have not been the dupes, 
of some illusion or an over heated imagination? 
At this remote period, how can we be certain 
that Moses conversed with God, and received 
from him the law which he communicated to 
the Hebrews ? What was the temperament of 
this Moses ? Was he phelegmatie, or enthu 
eiastic, honest, or knavish, ambitious, or Hisin- 
terested ; a practiser of truth, or of falsehood ? 
What confidence can be placed in the testimony 
df a man, who, after pretending to have per* 
formed so many miracles, could not convert his 
people from idolatry ; and who, after having 
cbused forty seven thousand Israelites to per- 
ish by the sword, has the effrontery to assume 
the title of the meekest of mankind ? Is it certain 
that the books, which are attributed to Moses, 
and report so many miraculous circumstances, 
ore perfectly authentic ? In fine, what proof 
have we of his mission, except the testimony of 
a number of superstitious, ignorant, and credu- 
lous Israelites, who were probably the dupes of 
a ferocious legislator ? 

What proofs does the Christian religion give 
q's of the mission Qf Jesus Christ ? Are we ac» 
quainted with his character and temperament ? 
MThat degree of confidence ran we place in the 
tejjti.mottV of hfS disfcipIeS, who, by their <nvn 



Digitized by Google 



47' 

conseesiou* wore ignorant and unlearned mett, 
and, consequently, liable to be imposed upon 
by the artifices ol'a dexterous impostor? Ought 
not the testimony of the most learned in Jerusa- 
lem to have greater weight with us, than that 
of the lowest vulgar, whose ignorance always 
render them the dupes of those who endeavor 
to deceive them ? These enquiries bring us to 
an examination or the proofs which are adduc- 
ed in support of the Christian religion. 



, < • 

CHAPTER VI. 

&f the proofs of the Christian Religion, Miraclef, 

Prophecies, and Martyrs. 

We have seen, in the preceding chapter?, 
what just reasons there are to doubt the authen- 
ticity of the revelation of the Jews and Chris- 
tians. And further, relative to this article, 
Christianity has no advantage over any other 
religion. All the religions on earth, notwith- 
standing their discordance, declare that they 
have eminated from God, and pretend to pos- 
sess an exclusive right to his favors. The Indi- 
an asserts, that the Srama himself is the author 
of his worship. The Scandinavian derives bis 
from the awful Odin. If the Jew and the Chris- 
tian have received theirs from Jehovah, by the 
ministry of Moses and Jesus ; the Mahometan 
affirms that he has received his from bis proph- 
et, inspired by the same God. Thus all religions 
pretend to a divine origin ; and they all inter- 

TI2 
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diet the use of reason in the examination of their 
sacred titles. Each pretends to be the only 
true one, to the exclusion of all others. All 
menace with the wrath of heaven those who 
refuse to submit to their authority ; and all ac- 
quire the character of falsehood, by the palpa- 
ble contradictions with which they are filled ; 
by the nrishapen, obscure, & odious ideas which 
they give to the Godhead ? by the whimsical 
laws which they attribute to him, and by the dis- 
putes which they generate amongst their secta- 
ries. In fine, they all appear to be a mass of 
impostures and reveries, equally disgusting to 
reason. Thus, on the score of pretensions, the 
Christian religion has no advantage over the 
other superstitions, with which the world is in- 
fected ; and its divine origin is contested by all 
others with as much propriety as theirs is de- 
nied by it. 

How then shall we decide in its favor 1 How 
prove the validity of its pretensions? Has it 
any superior qualities, by which it merits the 
preference ? And if so, what are they ? Does 
it, better than any other, make us acquainted 
with the nature and essence of God ? Alas ! 
it only renders them more incomprehensible. 
It represents him as a capricious tyraut, whose 
whimsies are sometimes favorable, but more 
commonly injurious to mankind. Does it ren- 
der mankind any better ? Alas ! it arms them 
against each other, render* them intolerant, and 
forces them to butcher their brethren. Does it 

render empires flourishing and powerful ? 

Wherever it reigns, do we not see the people 
debased, destitute of energy, and ignorant of 
true morality 1 What then are the proofs w hich 
are to establish the superiority of the Christian 
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religion over all others ? We are answered, 
H miracles, prophecies, and martyrs." But these 
are to be found in all religions of the earth.— 
There are in all nations men, who, being supe- 
rior to the vulgar in science and cunning, de- 
ceive them with imposture, and dazzle them 
with performances, which are judged to be su* 
pernatural, by men ignorant of the secrets of 
nature and the resources of art. 

If the Jew cilffc the miracles of Moses, I see 
them performed -before a people most ignorant, 
abject, and credulous, whose testimony has no 
weight with me. I may, also, suspect that 
these pretended miricles have been inserted in 
the sacred books of the Hebrews, long after the 
death of those who might have testified the truth 
concerning them. If the Christians cite Jerusa- 
lem, and the testimony of all Gallilee, to prove 
the miracles of Christ, I see them attested only 
by an ignorant populace ; or, I demand how it 
could be possible that an entire people, who had 
been witnesses to the miracles of Christ, should 
consent to his death, and even earnestly demand 
it? Would the people of London or Paris 
suffer a man, who had raised the dead, restored 
the blind to sight, and healed the lame and 
paralytic, to be put to death before their eyes ? 
If the Jews demanded the death of Jesus, alt 
his miracles are at once annihilated in the mind 
of every unprejudiced person. 

May we not, also, oppose to the miracles of 
Moses and Christ, those performed by Mahom- 
et in presence of all Mecca and Arabia assem- 
bled ? The effect of his miracles was, at least, 
to convince the Arabians that he was a divine 
person. The miracles of Jesus convinced no- 
body of his mission. Saint Paul himself, who 
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afterwards became tbe most ardent of bis dkr-' 
Cipies, was not convinced by the miracles, of 
which, in his time, there existed so many wit- 
nesses. A new one was necessary for his coo- 
Vtction. A nd by what right do they at this day 
demand oelief of miracles which could not con 
vince, even in the time of the Apostles ; that is 
to say, a short time after they were wrought ? 

Let it not be said that the miracles of Christ 
tiro as well attested as any fact in profane histo- 
ry, and that to doubt them is as ridiculous as to 
doubt the existence of Soipio or Caesar, which 
we believe only on tbe report of the historians 
by whom they are mentioned- The ^existence 
of a man, of the general of an army, or an hero, 
is not improbable ; neither is it a miracle.*— 
We believe the probable facts, whilst we reject 
With contempt, the miracles recounted by Titos - 
Livius. The most stupid credulity is often 
joined to the most distinguished talents. Of this, 
the Christian religion furniohes us with innu- 
merable examples. In matters of religion, alt 
testimony is liable to suspicion. The most en- 
lightened men see but ill, when they are infoxi- j 
cated with enthusiasm, and dazzeled by tbe 
chimeras of a wild imagination. A miracle is 
a thing impossible in the order of nature. If 
this be changed by God, he is not immutable. 

It will probably be said, that, without chang- 
ing the order of things, God and his favorites 

*A supernatant! event require* in order to be believed, 
Ttfilch stronger proofs than a fact in no wise contradictory 
tcy probability. It is easy to believe, upon the testimony i 
of Philostrates, that Appollonioua existed, because hi8 ex- 
istence has nothing in it that shocks reason ; but 1 will not j 
believe Philostrates, when he tells me, that Appollonms 
tHfcformed miracles. I believe that Jesus Christ died ! 
fmldditot betieVetltaib^ai'osefr^ thedeaff. 
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cbold Dot find resources in nature unknown tfr 
mankind in general. But then their works 
would no longer be supernatural, and would 
have nothing-of the marvellous. A miracle is 
an effect contrary to the established laws of 
nature. God himself, therefore, cannot perform 
miracles without counteracting the institutions 
of his own wisdom. A wise man, having seen 
a miracle, might with propriety doubt the evi- 
dence of his own senses. He ought carefully 
to examine, whether the extraordinary effect 
which he does not comprehend, proceeds not 
from some natural cause, whose manner of act* 
ing he does not understand. 

But let us suppose, for a moment, that mira- 
cles may exist, and that those of Christ were 
real, or at least, that they were inserted in the 
gospels by persons who imagined they had seen 
them. Are the witnesses who transmitted, or 
the apostles who saw them, extremely deserv- 
ing of credit ? And have we not a right to re- 
fuse their testimonies ? By the confession of 
the Christians themselves, they were ignorant 
men. taken from the dregs of the people, and 
consequently credulous and incapable of inves- 
tigation. Were those witnesses disinterested ? 
No ; it was, undoubtedly, their chief interest to 
support those miracles, upon which were sua* 
pended the divinity of their master, and the 
truth of the religion they were endeavoring to 
establish. Are those miracles confirmed by the 
testimony of co-temporary historians ! Not 
one of them has mentioned those extraordinary 
facts. We find not a single Jew or Pagan in 
the superstitious city of Jerusalem, who heard 
even a word of the most marvellous facts that 
#wr were recorded, and facts which happened 

i 
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in the midst of them. The miracles of Christ 
were ever attested by Christians only. We are 
requested to believe, that, at the death of the 
Son of God, the earth quaked, the sun was 
darkened, and the dead arose. How does it 
happen that such extraordinary events have 
been noticed only by a handful of Christians ! 
Were they the only persons who perceived 
them ? We are told, also, that Christ arose 
from the dead ; to prove which, they appeal to 
the testimony of his apostles and followers.— 
Would not one solemn apparition in some pub- 
lic place, have been more decisive than ail those 
clandestine ones, made to persons interested in 
the formation of a new sect ? The Christian 
faith, according to St. Paul, is founded on the 
resurrection of Christ. This, then, ought to have 
been demonstrated to mankind, in the clearest 
and most indisputable manner.* 

Have we not room to accuse the Saviour of 
the world with want of benevolence, in shewing 
himself only to his disciples and favorites ? It 
seems that he did not desire that all the world 
should believe in him. The Jews, it is said, 
deserve to be blinded, for putting Christ to 
death. But, if this be the case, why did the 
apostles preach to them the gospel ? Could it be 
expected that the Jews would believe the re- 
port of the apostles, rather than their own eyes/ 
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svpply the want of good reasons. Truth and 

"The Barilidians and Corinthian, here* ice who lived io 
the infancy of Christianity, maintained that Jesus was 
not dead, and that Simon the Cyrenian was crucified in 
his place. [See Epiph. Heer. c. 28.1 Thus, there were 
men, from the birth of the church, who doubled the cruci- 
fiction and consequently the resurrection of Christ ; ami 
yet we are exhorted to believe them at the present day. 
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evidence have no need of miracles to ensure 
their reception. Is it not very astonishing that 
God Almighty should find it easier to derange 
the order of nature, than to convince mankind 
of truths the most evident, and calculated to 
ibrce their assent ! Miracles were made to prove 
things which it is impossible to believe. There 
is no need of miracles when we talk of reason. 
Things incredible are here adduced in proof of 
incredible things. Almost all impostors who 
have fabricated religions, have announced in- 
credibilities to mankind. They have afterwards 
fabricated miracles in proof of those incredibil- 
ities. " You cannot comprehend," said they, 
" what I tell you ; but I will clearly prove to 
you that I tell the truth, by doing things that you 
cannot comprehend." People have in all ages 
been overcome by this brilliant reasoning. A 
passion for the marvellous has prevented en- 
quiry. Mankind have not perceived that mir- 
acles could neither prove impossibilities, nor 
change the essence of truth. Whatever won- 
ders a man, or, if you please, a God may per- 
form,they can never prove that two and two are 
not four, or that three are no more than one.— 
They cannot prove that an immaterial being, 
destitute of organs, has spoken to man ; or that 
a good, wise and just being has commanded the 
execution of injustice, folly and cruelty. It ap- 
pears, therefore, that miracles prove nothing, 
unless it be the address and imposture of those 
who are desirous of profiting by the stupid cre- 
dulity of mankind, and endeavor to seduce them 
into a belief of the most extravagant falsehoods. 
Such men have always begin by falsely pre- 
tending to have an intimate commerce with 
God, in ordt r to prove which, they have per- 
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formed wonders that Ibey attribute to the Be- 
ing: by whom they say they were commission- 
ed. Every man, who performs miracles, en- 
deavors to establish, not truth, but falsehood. 
Truth is simple and evident ; the marvellous is 
ever to be suspected. Nature is always true to 
herself ; she acts by unvarying laws. To say 
that God performs miracles, is to say that be 
contradicts himself, and violates the laws which 
be has prescribed to nature. It is to say, that 
he renders useless human reason, of wh»cb he 
is the author. Impostures alone can pronounce 
it necessary to discredit experience and reject 
reason. 

Thus, the pretended miracles of the Chris- 
tian, a$ well as all other religions, have no 
foundation, but the ignorance, credulity, and en- 
thusiasm of mankind, and the cunning of im- 
postors. The same may be said of prophecies. 
Mankind are ever anxious to pry into futurity; 
and there are always some kind individuals 
disposed to aid them in the gratification of this 
desire. There have been enchanters, divines, 
and prophets, in all the nations of the earth. The 
Jews have not been happier, in this respect, 
than others. Tartars, Negroes, and Indians 
have their share of impostors. All societies 
will find deceivers enough, so long as they are 
willing to pay for deception. 

These inspired men have not been ignorant 
that their prophecies ought to be extremely 
vague and ambiguous, in order that they might 
not, in process of time, appear to have been 
falsehoods. We need not, therefore, be sur- 
prised, that the Jewish prophecies are very 
dark, and of sunh a nature, that any thing may 
be found in them, which interpreters think pro- 
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per to seek Those which are attributed fa 
Christ by his followers, are not considered in 
the sanit* light by the Jews, who still expect 
the Messiah, whom the former believe to have 
been on earth eighteen centuries ago. The 
Jewish prophecies uniformly announce the de- 
liverer of a discontented and oppressed nation. 
Such a one was also expected by the Romans, 
and almost all the nations of the earth. All 
mankind have a natural propensity to hope for 
a termination of the evils they suffer, and be- 
lieve that Providence cannot, injustice, fail to 
render them, one day, happy. The Jews, the 
most superstitious nation on earth, building 
upon the supposed promise of their God, have 
always expected the coming of a monarch or 
conqueror, who is to elevate them from dis- 
grace, and crown them with triumph. It was 
impossble for them to see this deliverer in the 
person of Jesus, who, instead of being the re- 
storer of the Hebre w nation, was its destroyer 
—and since tftrhose coming, they seem to have 
lost all favor with God. 

It is asserted that the destruction of the Jew- 
ish nation and the dispersion of the Jews, were 
themselves foretold, and that they furnish a 
convincing proof of the truth of Christian 
prophecy. To this I answer, it was easy to 
foretell the dispersion aad destruction of a rest- 
less, turbulent, and rebellious people, continu- 
ally torn and convulsed by intestine divisions. 
Besides, this people was often conquered and 
dispersed. The temple destroyed by Titus, had 
previously suffered the same fate from Nebu- 
chadnezzar, who carried the captive tribes in- 
to Assyria, and spread them through his terri- 
tories* flffce dispersion of the Jews & mam, 
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perceptible than that of other conquered nations 
because these have generally, after a certain 
time, become confounded with their conquerors; 
whereas the Jews refuse to intermingle, by do- 
mestic connexions, with the nations where they 
reside, and have religiously maintained this 
distinction. It is not the same with the Cuebres 
or Parsis, of Persia and Indostan, as well as the 
Armenians, who dwell in Mahometan countries. 
The Jews remain dispersed, because they are 
unsocial, intolerant, and blindly attached to 
theisr superstitions. 40 

Thus Christians have no reason to boast of 
the prophecies contained in the books of the 
Jews, nor to make invidious applications of 
them to that nation, because they detest its re- 
ligion. 

Judea was always subjected to priests, who 
had great influence over affairs of state.—— 
They were always meddling with politics, and 
undertook to foretell the events, fortunate or 
unfortunate, which were to befall the nation. 
No country was ever more fertile in prophets. 
This description of men instituted schools, 
where they initiated into the mysteries of their 
art, those who proved themselves worthy of 
that honor, by discovering a wish to deceive a 
credulous people, and, by such honest menus, 
acquire riches and respect .f 

The art of prophesying was then an actual 

*The Acts of the Apostles evidently prove, that, even 
before the time ot Jesus, the Jews began to be dispersed. 
Jews came from Greece, Persia, Arabia, &c to the feast 
of Pentecost [Acts, c ii. 8.] So that, after Jesus, the 
inhabitants of Judea only were dispersed by the Romans. 

t Saint Jerome says, that the Sadducees did not adopt 
the prophets, but contented themselves with believing the 
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profession, or an useful and profitable branch of 
commerce in that miserable nation, which be- 
lieved God to be incessantly busied in their af- 
fairs. The great gains resulting from this traf- 
fic of imposture, must have caused divisions a* 
mon the Jewish prophets. Accordingly, wo 
find them cryinsr down each other. Each ono 
treated his rival* as false prophets, inspired by 
evil spirits. There have always been quarrels 
among impostors, to decide who should hove 
the exclusive right of deceiving mankind. 

If we examine the conduct of the boasted 
prophets of the Old Testament, we shall find 
them far from being virtuous persons. We see 
orrogant priests, continually meddling with af- 
fairs of state, and interweaving them with re- 
ligion. We see in them seditious subjects, in- 
cessantly caballing against all sovereigns who 
were not sufficiently submissive to them. They 
cross their projects, excite their subjects to re- 
bellion, effect their destruction, and thus accom- 
plish the fatal predictions, which they had be- 
fore made against them.* Such is the charac- 
ter of most of the prophets, who have played a 
part in the history of the Jews. 

five books of Moses. Dodwell, dc jure laicorum asserts, 
tfiat the prophets prepared themselves to prophesy by 
drinking wine. [See page 259.} It seems they were jug- 
lers, poets. and musicians, who had made themselves mas- 
tors of their trades, and knew how to exercise ihem profit- 
ably. 

*The prophet Samuel displeased with Saul, who refused 
to second his cruelty, declared that he had forfeited the 
crown, and raised up a rival to him in the person of David. 
Elias appears to have been a seditious subject, who, find- 
ing himself unable to succeed in his rebellious designs, 
thought proper to escape. due punishment by flight. Jere- 
miah himself, (cfives us to understand that he conspired 
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The studied obscurity of the prophecies is 
such, that those which are commonly applied 
to the Messiah, or the deliverer of Israel, are 
equally applicable 1o every enthusiast or proph- 
et, that appeared in Jerusalem or Judea. 

Christian*, heated with the idea of Christ, think 
they meet him in nil places, and pretend to see 
him in the darkest passages of the Old Testa- 
ment. Deluding themselves by force of alle- 
gories, suf>tilties, commentaries, and forced in- 
terpretations, they have discovered the most 
formal predictions in all the vapue oracles and 
nonsensical trash of the prophets.* 

with the Assyrians against hi* besieged country. He 
seems to have employed himself in depriving* hi* fellow- 
citize s of both the will and the courage to defend them- 
selves, tie purchased a field of his relations, at the very- 
time when he informed his countrymen that they were a- 
bout to be dispersed, and led away in captivity. The king- 
of Assyri 1 recommends this prophet to his general Nabuz- 
aradan, whom he commands to take great care of him. 

[See Jeremiah. 
•Any thing way be found in the Bible, if it br read with 
the imagination of Saint Augustine, who pretended to see 
all the New Testament in the Old. According to him, the 
death of Abe! is a u pe of that o« Christ ; (he two wives of 
Abraham are the synagogue' and the church ; a piece of 
red cloth heid up by au harlot, who betrayed Jericho, sig- 
nifies ihe blood of rhrist; the lamb, goat, and lion, are 
figures of Jesus • 'hrini ; the brazen serpent represents the 
sacrifice on the cross ; even the mysteries of tne Christian 
religion are announced in (he Old Testament. Manna rep- 
reseuts the Eucharist, &o, .See Saint Aug. sermon, <8 
and Rp. 156 ilowcan am»»n, *n his senses, «ce, in the 
Immanuel announced by Isoiah, the Messiah, whose name 
is Jesus ? Isaian, chap, vii, ver. 14. How discover in an 
obscure and crucified Jew. a leader who shall govern Is- 
raei ? How wee a royal deliverer and restorer of the Jews 
in one, who, far from delivering his nation, came only to 
destroy their laws ; and after whose coming their land 
wan desolated by the Romans ! A man must be hliarp> 
sighted indeed, to find the Messiah in their predictions.— 
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Alen are not scrupulous respecting tiunga 
Which accord with their desires When we 
examine, without predjudice, the prophecies of 
the Hebrews, we find them to be a misshapen 
mass of rhapsodies, the offspring of fanaticism 
and delirium. We find them obscure & enigmat- 
ical, like the oracles of the Pagans. In fine, 
it is evident that these pretended divine oracles, 
are the vagaries and imposture* of men, who 
imposed on the credulity of a superstious na- 
tion which believed in dreams, visions, appari- 
tions, ami sorceries, and received with avidity, 
any deception, provided it were sufficiently 
decorated .with the' marvellous. Wherever 
mankind are ignorant, there will be found 
prophets and workers of miracles, and these 
two branches of commerce will always <'eeay 
in the same proportion as mankind become en- 
lightened. 

Among the proofs of the authenticity of their 
religion, Christians enumerate a multitude of 
martyrs, who have sealed with their blood their 
belief of the opinions they had embraced. — 
There is no religion destitute of ardent defen- 
ders, who would not sacrifice their lives for the 
opinions to which they believe their eternal 
happiness attached. Superstitious and igno* 
rant men are obstinate in their prejudices.— 
Their credulity prevents them from suspecting 

Jesus himself docs not seem to have been moro clear, or 
happy, in his prophecies. In the gospel of Luke, chap. 21, 
he *peak* of the last judgment : He mentions angels, who, 
at ttie sound of the trumpet, assemble mankind together 
before him. He adds : Verily I say unto you (his gener- 
ation shall not pass away, until these things are accom- 
plished. The world, however, still stands, and Christians 
have been expecting: the last judgment for eighteen hun- 
dred vears. 
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nny deception in their spiritual guides. Their 
vanity persuades them that they are incapable 
of wavering ; and if, in line, their imaginations 
be strong enough to see the- heavens open, and 
a recompense prepared therein for their cour- 
age, there is no torment they will not brave 
and endure. In their intoxication, they will 
despise all torments of short duration ; they 
will smile upon their executioners ; and their 
souls, alienated from earthly things, will be- 
come insensible to pain. In such scene*, the 
hearts of spectators are softened ; they admire 
the astonishing firmness of the martyr ; they 
catch his enthusiasm and believe his cause just. 
His courage appearing to them supernatural 
and divine, becomes an indubitable proof of the 
truth of his opinions. Thus, by a sort of con- 
tagion t enthusiasm communicates itself. Men 
are always interested in the fate of those, who 
shew the greatest firmness; and tyranny al- 
ways multiplies the friends of those whom it 
persecutes. The constancy of the first Chris- 
tians, must, therefore, have produced prose- 
lytes, by a natural effect of their conduct. Mar- 
tyrs prove nothing, unless it be the strength of 
the enthusiasm, error, and obstinacy produced 
by superstition, and the barbarous folly of those 
who persecute their fellow creatures for reli- 
gious opinions. 

Every violent passion has its martyrs. Pride, 
vanity, prejudice, love, patriotism, and even 
vice itsdf, produces martyrs; or at least, a con- 
tempt of every kind of danger. Is it, then sur- 
prising, that enthusiasm and fanaticism, the 
strongest passions of mankind, have so often 
enabled men, inspired with the hopes they give 
to face and despise death? — Besides, if Chris- 
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tians can boast a catalogue of martyrs, Jews 
can do the same. The unfortunate Jews, con- 
demned to the flames by the Inquisition, were 
martyrs to their religion ; and their fortitude 
proves as much in its favor, as that of the 
Christians can do, in favor of Christianity. If 
martyrs demonstrate the troth of a religion, 
there is no religion or sect, which may not be 
looked upon as true. 

In fine, among the perhaps exaggerated num- 
ber of martyrs, boasted by Christians, many 
were rather the victims of an inconsiderate 
.zeal, a turbulent and seditious spirit, than a 
leallove of religion. The church itself does 
iiot presume to justify some, who, transported 
by a volcanic zeal, have troubled the peace of 
the earth, and poured out flaming destruction 
on ail who differed in opinion from themselves, 
until mankind, consulting their own tranquili- 
ty and safety, have destroyed them. If men of 
1 1ds description were to be considered as mar- 
tyrs, every disturber of society, when punished, 
would acquire a right to this title. 




CHAPTER VII. 

Of the Mysteries of the Christian Religion. 

To reveal any thing to man. is to discover to 
him secrets, of which he was belore ignorant. 
If we ask Christians what the secrets were, the 
importance of which rendered it necessary that 
they should bo revealed by God himself, to 
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«hall bo told that the greatest of those secrete, 
uod the one most necessary is mankind 10 the 
Unity of the Godhead ; a secret which, say they, 
human wisdom could never have discovered, of 
itself. But are we not at liberty to doubt the 
truth of this assertion ? Moses?, undoubtedly, 
declared an only God to the Hebrews, and did 
all in his power to render them enemies to the 
i( olatory and polytheism of other surrounding 
nations, whose belief and whose modes of wor 
ship he tepresented as abominable in tht< eyes 
of the celestial Monarch, who bad brought 
them out of the land of Egypt. But have not 
many wise meo among the heathens discovered 
without the assistance of the Jewish revelation, 
one supreme God. superior to all others? More- 
over, was not Fate, to which all the other gods 
of the heathens were subordinate, an only God t 
*to whose soverign law all nature was subject? 
As to the colours in which .Moses paints his 
Godhead, neither Jews nor Christians have a 
right to pride themselves therein. He is repre- 
sented as a capricious* and irascible despot, foil 
of cruelty, injustice, partiality and malignity.— 
What kind of being shall we contemplate, when 
we add to this the ineffable attributes ascribed 
to him in the Christian Theology ? I* the God 
head when it is said that it is a spirit, an inmate* 
rial being, which resembles nothing pretended 
to us by our senses ? Is not human understand- 
ing confounded with the negative attributes of 
infinity, immensity , eternity , omnipotence, and omni* 
science, with which be has been decorated, only 
to render him still more incomprehensible!-— 
How ran the wisdom the goodness, justice, and 
other moral qualities of this God, be reconciled 
with that strange and often atrocious conduct* 
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n liich are attributed to him io almost every 
page of the OKI and New Testament? Would 
it nothave been better to have left mankind in 
entire ignorance of the Godhead, than to reveal 
to him a God made up of contradictions, which 
lead to eternal dispute, and serve only to troub- 
le his repose ? To reveal such a God to man- 
kind, is only to discover to them means and 
render themselves wretched, and quarrel with 
and injure one another, 

But, be this a* it may, is it true that Christian- 
ity admits but one God, the same which was re- 
vealed by Moses? Do we not see Christians a- 
dorea threefold divinity, under the name of the 
Trinity ? The supreme God begat from all eter- 
nity a son equal to himself; from these two pro- 
ceeds a third equal to the first ; these three Gods 
equal in perfection, divinity, and power, form, 
nevertheless, only one God. To overture this 
system, it seems sufficient to shew its absurdity. 
Is it but to reveal such mysteries as these that 
the Godhead has taken pains to instruct man- 
kind ? Have opinoins more absrtrcl and con- 
trary to reason ever existed among the most 
ignorant and savage nations ?* In the mean 
time, however, the writing of Moses contain 



*Thc dogma of the Trinity is evidently borrowed from 
the reveries of Plato, or from the allegories under which 
that philosopher chose to conceal his doctrines. It appears 
that to him the hristian religion is indebted for the g cat- 
er part of its dogmas. Plato admitted three Hypostases, 
or modes of being in the Divinity. The first constituted the 
supreme God : the second the Logos. Word, or divine in» 
tclligence proceeding from the first ; the third is the spirit, 
or Soul of the World. The early teachers of the Christian 
religion appear to have been Platonics; their enthusiasm 
probably found in Plato a doctrine analogous to their leel- 
fcf?srs ; had they been grateful they wou'd have recorded 
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nothing that could authorize the construction 
of a system so wild. It is only by having re- 
course to the most forced explanations, that the 
doctrine of the Trinity is pretended to be found 
in the Bible. As to the Jews, contented with 
the only God which their legislator has declared 
to them, they have never attempted to create a 
threefold one. 

The second of these Gods, or, according to 
the Christians, th* second person of the Trinity, 
having clad himself with bumnn nature, and 
become incarnate in the womb of a virgin, he 
submitted himself to the infinnaties of our spe- 
cies and even suffered an ignominious death to 
expiate the sins of the earth. This is what 
Christians call the mystery of Incarnation. He 
must be indeed blind, who cannot *ee that these 
absurd notions are borrowed from the Egypt- 
ians, Indian*, and Grecians whose ridiculous 
mythologies describe gods as possessing hu- 
man forms, and subject to infirmaties, like man- 
kind * 

him as a prophet, or at least as one of tbe fathers of the 
church. The Jesuitical missionaries found a Divinity, 
nearly similar to that of the Christians at Thibet. Among: 
the Tartars, God is called Kon-cio-cick, tbe only God, and 
Kon-cio-sum, the three-fold God. They also give him the 
titles of Qm, Ha,' Hum. intelligence, might, power or word, 
heart, love. The number three was id ways revered amosg 
the ancients ; because Salom, which in the oriental lan- 
guages, signifies three, signifies also health, *a(ety, salva- 
tion. 

*The Egyptians appear to have been the first who pre- 
tended that their gods had assumed material bodies, roe. 
the god of the Chinr se, was born of a virgin, who was fe- 
cnudated by a ray of the sun. In IndosUn, nobody doubts 
the incarnations of Vistnon. It seems thai tbe theologists 
of all nations, despairing to exalt themselves to a level 
with God, have endeavored to debase him to a level with 
themselves. 
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Thus, we are commanded by Christianity %o 
belieye that a God having becoifte man w ith- 
out doing injury to his divine nature, has suffer- 
ed, died, and offered himself a sacrifice to him* 
self; and till this was absolutely and indispeu- 
csibly necessary to appease his own wrath.-— 
This is what Christians denominate the myste- 
ry of the redemption of the human race. 

This dead GodT, hoWever, was resuscitated.* 
Thus the the Adonis of the Phenicians, the Osi- 
ris of the Egyptians, and the Atys of the Pbry- ' 
gians, ure represented as periodically resigning 
and reassigning life. The 6od of the Christ- 
ians rises again, re animated, and bursts the 
tomb, triumphant. 

Such are the wondrous secrete, or sublime 
mysteries that the Christian religion unfolds to 
its disciples. So great, so abject, and so ever 
incomprehensible are the ideas it gives us of 
the divine Being. Such is the illumination our 
minds receive from revelation ! A revelation 
which only serves to render still more impene- 
trable the clouds which veil the divine essence 
from human eyes. God, we are told, is willing 
to render himself inconsistent and ridiculous, to 
confound the curiosity of those, whom, we are 
ut the same time informed, be desires to enlight- 
en by his special grace. What must we think 
of a revelation, which, far from teaching us a- 
ny thing is calculated to darken and puzzle 
the clearest ideas ? 

Thus, notwithstanding the boasted revela- 
tion of the Christians, they know nothing of 
that Being, whom they make the basis of their 
religion. On the contrary, it only serves fo ob- 
scure all the notions which might otherwise be 
formed of him. In holy writ 3 he is called an 
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hidden God.* David tells us, that he places his 
dwelling in uarkness, that clouds and troubled 
water* form the pavilion with which he is cov. 
ered. In fine. Christians, although enlightened, 
as they say, by God himself, have only ridicu- 
lous and inconsistent ideas or him, which ren- 
der his existence doubtful, or even impossible, 
in the eyes of every man, who consults his rea- 
son. 

What notions, indeed, can we form of a God, 
who, after having created the world solely for 
the happiness of mankind, nevertheless, suffers 
the greater part of the human race to be miser 
able both in this world and that which is to 
coule ? How can a God, who enjoys a su- 
preme felicity, be offended with the actions of 
his creatures? This God is then susceptible of 
grief; hi* happiness can be disturbed ; he is 
then dependant on man, who can at pleasure, 
delight or afflict him ! How can a benevolent 
God bestow on his creatures a fatal liberty, by 
the abuse of which they may incur his auger, 
and their own destruction ? How can that Be- 
ing, who is himself the author of life and nature, 
suffer death? How can an only God become 
triple without injuring his unity ? We shall be 
answered, that all these matters are mjsieries; 
but such mysteries; hut such mysteries de- 
stroy even the existence of God. It would be 
more reasonable, to admit, with Zoroaster, or 
Manes, two principles or opposite powers in 
nature, than to believe, with Christians, that 
there Is an omnipotent God, who cannot prevent 
the existence of evil ; a God who is just, and 
yet partial ; a God all merciful, and yet 
so implacable, that he will punish through 
an eternity the crimes of a momept j an only 
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tfbd, who 19 threefold ; a God, the cliief of be* 
ings, who consents to die, being unable to satis* 
ly by any other means his divine justice. If, in 
the same subject, contraries cannot subsist at 
the same time, either the existence of the God 
of the Je vvs,or of that of the Christians, must un- 
doubtedly be impossible. Whence, we are for- 
ced to conclude, that the teachers of Christiani- 
ty, by means of the attributes with which they 
have decorated or rather disfigured their God. 
head, have, in fact, annihilated tjie God of the 
Jews,or at least so transformed him that he is no 
longer the same. Thus, revelation, with all its 
fables and mysteries, has only embarrassed the 
reason of mankind, and rendered uncertain the 
simple notions which they might form to them- 
selves of that necessary Being, who governs the 
universe with immutable laws. TW the exis- 
tence of a God cannot be denied, it is yet cer- 
tain that reason cannot admit the existence of 
the one which the Christians adore, and whose 
conduct, commands, and qualities, their reli- 
gion pretends to reveal. If they are Atheists, 
who have no ideas of the Supreme Being, the 
Christian theology must be looked npon as a 
project invented to destroy his existence.* 

'Divines have always disagreed among themselves respecting the 
proofs of the existence of a God. They mutually style <-ach other 
Atheists, because their demonstrations have never been tha same. 
Few Christians have written on the existence of God, without 
drawing upon themselves an accusation of Atheism. Descartes, 
Clarke, Pascal, Arnauld, and Nicole have been considered as Athe- 
ists. The reason is plain. It. is impossible to prove the existence 
of a Being so Inconsistent as the God of the Christians. We shall 
be told that men have no means for judging of the Divinity, and 
that our understandings are too narrow to form any idea of him. 
Why then do they dispute Incessantly concerning him ? Why as- 
sign to him qualities which destrov each other ? Why recount fa- 
bles concerning him ? Why quarrel and cut each others throat* 
Wrcnuse they ere differently interpreted by different person* 

F 



t 

r 

■ 

« ■ 

. CHAPTER VIII 

Mysteries and Dogmas of Christianity 

1 Not content with having enveloped their God 
in mysterious clouds and Judiac fables, the 
the teachers of Christianity seem to be still bu- 
sied in the multiplication of mysteries, and em- 
barrassing more and more the reason of their 
disciples. Religion, designed to enligtben 
mankind, is only a tissue of engTmas f a labyrinth 
which sound sense can never explore. That 
which ancient superstitions found most incom- 
prehensible, seems not unaptly to be interwo- 
ven with a religions system, which imposes e- 
ternal silence on reason. The fatalism of tire 
Grecians, has been transformed, in the hands 
of Christian priests, into predestination. Ac- 
cording to this tyrannic dogma, the God of 
mercies has destined the greatest part of man- 
kind to eternal torments. He places them in 
this world, that they, by the abuse of their fac- 
ulties and liberty, may render themselves wor- 
thy of the implacable wrath of their creator— 
A benevolent and prescient God, gives to man- 
kind a free will, of which he knows they will 
make so perverse an use. as to merit eternal 
damnation. Thus, instead of punishing them 
with the propensities necessary to their happi- 
ness, he permits them to act. only that he may 
have the pleasure of plunging them into hell. — 
Nothing can be more horrid than the descrip- 
tion given us by Christians of this place, desti- 
ned to be the future residence of almost all man- 
kind. There a merciful God will, throughout an 
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eternity, bathe himself in the tears of wretches, 
whom be created for misery. Sinners, shut up 
in this awful dungeon, wili be delivered up for 
ever to devouring flames There shall be 
heard weeping, and wailing, and gnashing of 
teeth. The torments of this place shall, at the 
end of millions of years, have only begun. The 

■ consoling hope of a distant mitigation of pain 

9 shall be unknown. In one word, God, by an 
act of his omnipotence, shall render man ca- 
pable of misery uninterrupted, and intermina- 

, ble. His justice will punish finite crimes, the 
effects of which are limited by time, by torments 
infinite in degree and duration. Such is the 
idea, a Christiau forms of the God that demands 
his love. This tyrant creates him only to reo- 

• der him miserable ; he gives him reason to de- 
ceive him, and propensities to lead him astray. 
He gives him him liberty, that he may incur e- 
ternal ruin. He gives him advantages above 
the beasts, that he may be subjected to torments 
which beasts like inanimate substances, are in- 
capable of suffering. The dogma of predesti- 
nation represents the lot of mun as worse than 
that of brutes and stones.* 

It is true, the Christian religion promises 

- 

* 1 ■ — — 

* The doctrine of predestination wa$ alio a tenet of? the Jews. In 
the writings of Moses, a God is exhibited, who in his decrees, is 
partially fond of a chosen people, and unjust to all others. The 
theology and history of the Greeks represent men as punished for 
necessary crimes, foretold by oracles. Of this, Orestes, jOedipus, A- 
jax, &c. are examples. Mankind have always described God as the 
most unjust of all beings. According to the Jansenists, God bestow* 
bis grace on whom he pleases, without any regard to merit. This 
is much more conformable tu the Christian, Pagan, and Jewish fa- 
talism, than the doctrine of the Molinists, who say that God grants 
his grace to ail. who ask and deserve it. It Is certain that Chris- 
tians in general are true fatalists. They evade this accusation, bv 
declaring thai the designs of God are mvsterious. If so, wbvdo 
t hey eternally dispute about them ? 
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a blissful residence to those, whom God shall 
have chosen, to be objects of his love. But this 
place is reserved only for a small number of 
elect, who, without any merit in themselves, shall 
nevertheless, have unbounded claims upon the 
grace of God. 

Thus, the Tartarus and Elysium of the hea- 
then mythology, invented by impostors to awe 
and seduce mankind, have been transplanted % 
into the system of the Christians, who have giv- 
en them the new appellations of Heaven and 
Hell. 

The followers of the Christian religion be- 
lieve in a race of invisible beings, differing from 
man and subordinate to God : a part of whom 
is employed in executing the wrath of God up* 
on offenders; and part in watching over his 
works, and particularly the preservation of man* 
The former, being malevolent spirits, are called 
devils, demons, $*c. the latter, being benevolent 
spirits, are called angels. They are supposed 
to have the faculty of rendering themselves 
sensible, and taking the human form. Good an- 
gels are in the imagination of Christians, what 
the Nymphs, Lares, and Penates, were to b© 
by heathens, and what the Fairies were with 
writers of romances. The sacred books of the 
Jews and Christians, are replete with these 
marvellous beings, whom God has sent to his 
favorites to be their guides> protectors and tut- 
elar deities. 

Devils are considered as the enemies and se- 
ducers of the human race, and perpetually bu- 
sied in drawing them into sin. A power is at- 
tributed to them, of performing miracles, simi- 
lar to those wrought by the Most High , and* 
&bove, a power that counteracts his, and ren^ 



Digitized by Google 



viers all his projects abortive. Io fact, the CliKs- 
tian religion does not formally allow the same 
power to the devil as to God ; nevertheless, it 
supposes, thai malevolent Being prevents man- 
Mnd from entering Into the enjoyment of the fe- 
licity destined them by the goodness of God, 
and leads most of them into eternal perdition*-?- 
Christians, however, do virtually attribute to 
the devil, an empire much more extensive than 
that of the Supreme Being. The latter, with 
difficulty, saves a few elect; while the former 
carries off, in spite of him, the greater part of 
mankind, who listen to his destructive tempta- 
tions, rather than the absolute commands pt 
God. This Satan, the cause of so much terror 
to Christians, was evidently borrowed from 
the doctrine of two principles, formerly admit- 
ted in Egypt and all the East. The Osyris and 
Typbon of the Egyptians, the Orosmades and 
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war between the God of Christians and his for- 
midable adversary. By this system mankind 
have endeavoured to account for all the good 
and evil with which life is chequered. An Al- 
mighty Devil serves to justify the Supreme 
Being with respect to all necessary and on- 
merited evils, which afflict the human race. 

Such are the dreadful and mysterious doc- 
trines upon which Christians, in general are fa- 
greed. There are many others, which are pe- 
culiar to different sects. Thus, a numerous 
sect of Christians admit an intermediate state 
between heaven and hell, where souls, too sin- 
ful for the former and too innocent for the lat- 
ter, are subjected for a time, in order to expij 
by their sufferings the sins t hey commit in 

If 8 
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life ; after undergoing this punishment they arc 
received into the abodes of eternal felicity.— 
This doctrine, which was evidently drawn from 
the reveries of Plato, has in the hands of the 
Roman priests, been converted into an inex- 
haustible source of riches* They have arroga- 
ted to themselves the power of opening the 
gates of purgatory, and pretend that, by their 
prayers, they can mitigate the rigor of the di- 
vine decrees, and abridge the torments of the 
souls, condemned to this place by a just God.* 

The preceding remarks shew, that the Chris- 
tian religion has been often inculcated and 
spread by dint of terror. By striking mankind 
with horror they render them submissive, and 
remove all his dependence on his reason. f 



*It is evident that the Roman Catholics are indebted to Plato for 
their Purgatory. That great philosopher divided souls into three 
classes; the pure, the curable, and the incurable. The first re* 
turned by refusion, to the universal soul of the world, or the divin- 
ity, from which they bad emanated ; the second went to bell, 
where they passed in review every year before the judges of that 
dark empire, who suffered them to return to light when they had 
sufficieutly expiated their faults: the incurables remained iu Tar- 
tarus, where tbey were to suffer eternal torment. Plato, as well as 
Christian casuists, described the crimes, faults, &c. which merit 
those different degrees of punishment. 

Protestant Divines, jealous probably of the riches of the Catholic 
clergy, have imprudently rejected the doctrine of a Purgatory, 
whereby tbey have much diminished their own credit. It would, 
perhaps, have been wiser to have rejected the doctrine of an hell, 
whence souls can never be released, than that af Purgatory, which 
is more reasonable, and from which the clergy can deliver souls by 
means of (bat all powerful agent, money. 



W mm 

f Mahomet perceived, as well as Christian Divines, the necessity 
of frightening mankind, io order to govern them. " Those," gays 
the Alcoran, 1 who do not believe, shall be clothed in a garment ot 
fire ; boiling wster shall be poured on their heads— their skins and 
their entrails shall be smitten with rods of iron. Whenever tbey 
shall strive to escape from hell, and avoid its torments, they shall 
be thrust again into it— and the devils shall say unto them—-' taste 
the pain of burning." See Alcoran, chap. vitf. 
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CHAPTER JX. 



Of the Rites and Mysterious Ceremonies or Theurgy 

of tlte Christians. 

If the doctrines of the Christian religion be 
mysteries inaccessible to reason; if the God it 
announces be inconceivable, we ought not to be 
surprised at seeing the rites and ceremonies of 
this religion mysterious and unintelligible. — 
Concerning a God, who hath revealed himself 
only to confound human reason, all things 
must necssarily be incomprehensible and un- 
reasonable. 

The most important ceremony of the Chris- 
tian religian is called baptism. Without this, 
no mun, it is held, can his saved. It consists 
in pouring water on the infant or adult, with 
an invocation on the name of the Trinity. Jiy 
the mysterious virtue of this water, and the 
words by which it is accompanied, the person 
is spiritually regenerated. He is cleansed from 
the stains, transmitted through successive gen- 
erations, from the father of the human race.— 
In a word, he becomes a child of God, and is 
prepared to enter into his glory at death. Now, 
it is said, that the death of man is the effect of 
the sin of Adam ; and, if, by baptism, sin be ef- 
faced, why is man still subject to death? But, 
here we are told, it is from the spiritual, not bod* 
ily, death, that Christ has deliverd mankind.*-* 
Yet this spiritual death is only the death of sin- 
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tulne&s. Id this case, how does it E&ppon tWt 
Christians continue to sin, as if they bad never 
been redeemed and delivered from sin? Whence 
it result*, that baptism is a mystery impenetra- 
ble to reason, and its efficacy is disproved by 
experience.* 

In some Christians sects, a bishop or pontiff, 
by pronouncing a few words and applying a 
few drops of oil to the forehead, causes the spir- 
it to desend upon whom he pleases. By this 
ceremony the Christian is confirmed in the faitb, 
and receives invisibly a profusion of graces from 
the Most High. Those, who wandering farthest 
from reason, have entered most deeply into the 
spirit of the Christian religion, not contented 
with the dark mysteries common to other sects, 
have invented one still darker and more aston- 
ishing, which they denominate transubstantia- 
tion. At the all powerful command of a priest, 
the God of the Universe is forced to descend 
from the habitation of his glory, and transform 
himself into a piece of bread. This bread is af- 
terwards worshiped by a people, who boast 
their detestation of idolatry. f 

In the puerile ceremonies, so highly valued 

* The ceremony of baptism was practised in the mysteries of My- 
thias, and those initiated were thereby regenerated- This 21) thias 
was also a mediator. Although Christian divines consider baptism 
necessary to salvation, we find Paul would not suffer the Corinthi- 
ans to be baptised. We also learn that he circumcised Timotheus. 

fTbt Bramas of Indostio, distribute a hind of grain iu their Pa- 
godas ■. this distribution is called P raj ad am, or Eucharist. The 
Mexicans believe in a kind transubstantiatien, which is mentioned 
by Father Acosta. See bis Travels, chap. 24. The Protestants have 
had the courage to reject transubstaatiation, although it is formally 
established by Christ, who says, ' take, eat ; this is my borly»"-— 
Averoes said— Anima met sit cum pbilosopbis, uon vero cum Chris- 
tianis, genie stolid tssima, qui Deum fociunt et coroedunt. The Pe* 
ruv iuns have a religious ceremony, in which, after sacrificing a lamb 
they mingle ftb blood with flour, and distribute it amongst t&o 
£eonft* Afnetanae quesK fib. pi chap. 20*. 
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by Christians! we cannot avoid seeing tjft> 
plainest traces of the Theurgy practiced aftidug 
the Orientals, where the Divine Being, com- 
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and ceremonies uttered by priests, or other per- 
sons* ipitiated into the necessary secret des- 
cends to earth and perform-* miracles. This 
sort of ma- ie is also exercised among Chris- 
tian priests. They persuade their disciples 
that, by certain arbitrary actions, and certain 
movements of the body, they can oblige the 
God ot' Natun* to suspend his laws, give him- 
self up to their desires, rind load them with eve- 
ry favor they choose todemnnd. Thus, tn this 
relisri m, the priest assumes the right of com- 
manding God himself. Oh this empire over 
their God, this real Theurgy, or mysterious 
commerce with heaven, are founded those pu- 
erile and ridiculous ceremonies, which Chris- 
tians call sacraments. We have already seen 
this Theurgy in Baptism, Confirmation, And 
the Eucharist. We find it al*o in penitence, or 
the power which the priests, of some sects ar- 
rogate to themselves, of remitting in the name 
of Heaven, all sins confessed to them. It is 
seen in orders, that is to say, in the ceremony 
which impresses on certain men of sacred 
character, by which they are ever after distin- 
guished from profane mortals. It is seen in the 
rites and functions which torture the last mo- 
ments of the dying. It is seen in marriage, 
which natural union, it w supposed, cannot meet 
with the approbation of Heaven, unless the cec- 
emony of a priest render it valid, and procure it 
the sanction of the Most High;* 



The number of Romon Catbolic sacremenfg is seven a ca 
ma^ic, and mysterious neuter; 
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We see this Theurgy, or while magic, in the 
prayers, forms, liturgies, and, in short, in a/I 
the ceremonies of the Christians. We find it in 
their opinion, that words disposed in a certain 
manner can influence the will of God and oblige 
him to change his immutable decrees. Its effi- 
cacy is seen in exorcisms, that is, ceremonies, in 
which, by means of a magic water and some 
mysterious words, it is pretended that evil spir- 
its which infest mankind can be expelled. Holy 
water, which has taken the place of the aqua 
Instralis of the Romans, is believed by certain 
Christians to possess astonishing virtues. It 
renders sacred, places and things which were 
profane. In fine, the Christian Theurgy being 
employed by a pontiff in the consecration of a 
king, renders him more respectable in the eyes 
of men, and stamps him with a divine charac- 
ter. 

, Thus all is magic and mystery, all is incom- 
prehensible, ia a religion revealed by God him- 
sels, to enlighten the darj^eped understanding 
0f mankind. 



CHAPTER X. 

Of the Inspired Writings of the Qtristians. 

Christians endeavor to prove the divine ori- 
gin of their religion by certain writings, which 
they believe to be sacred, and to have been in- 
inspired by God himself. Let us then see if 
these writings do really exhibit marks of that 
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wisdom! omniscience and perfection which We 
attribute to Divinity. 

The Bible, every word of which, Christians 
believe to have been dictated by inspiration, is 
composed of an incongruous collection of the 
sacred writings of the Hebrews, called the Old 
Testament; to which are added, a number of 
works, more recent indeed, but of equal inspira- 
tion, known by the name of the New Testament. 
At the head of this collection are five books 
which are attributed to Moses, who was, it is 
said, in writing them, the secretary of God.— 
He therein goes back to the origin of things. — 
He attempts to initiate us into the mystery of 
the creation of the worM, of which he has only 
the most vague and confused ideas. He betrays 
at every word a profound ignorance of the liaws 
of Nature. God, according to Moses, created 
the sun, which, in our planetary system, is the 
source of light, several days after he had creat- 
ed the light. God, who can be represented by 
no image, created man in his own image. He 
creates him male and female; but, soon forgetting 
what be had done, he creates woman from one 
of the ribs of the man. In one word, we see, 
at the very entrance of the Bible, nothing but 
ignorance and contradiction.* It appears, at 
once, that the cosmogony of the Hebrews is 
only a tissue of fables and allegories, incapable 
of giving any true idea of things, and calculated 
to please only a savage and Ignorant people, 
destitute of science, and unqualified for reason- 

•St. Augusti n confesses that there ii no way of preserving the 
true sense of the three first chapters of Genesis without wronging 
religion and attributing things to God which are unworthy of b(sn, 
and declares that recourse must be bad to Allegory. Aug. de Uen~ 
«8i, contra Macbineos. Origen, also, grants, if we take the history 
of the Bible literally, it is absurd and contradictory. Pbiles. a. » 
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ing. In the rest of the writings of Moses*, we 
see little but a string of marvellous and pnprob- 
able stories, and a mass of ridiculous and arbi- 
trary laws. The author concludes with giving 
an account of his own death. The books pos- 
terior to Moses, exhibit equal ignorance. Josh- 
ua stops the sun, which did not move. Samp 
son, the Jewish Hercules, has strength to over- 
throw a temple. — But we should never finish 
the ennumeration of the fables and falehoedj*, of 
these books, which are audaciously attributed 
to the Holy Ghost. The story oi the Hebrews 
presents us only with a mass of tales, unworthy 
thegravety of history and the majesty of Divini- 
ty. Ridiculous to reason, it appears to have 
been invented only to amuse the credulity of e 
stupid and infant people 

This strange compilation is intermingled 
with obscure and unconnected oracles, with 
which different prophets have, from time to 
time, enriched Jewish superstition. Every 
thing, in the Old Testament, breathes enthusi- 
asm, fanaticism, an«i delirium, often decorated 
with pompous language. There, every tbipg 
is to be found, except good sense, good logic, 
and reason, which seems to he absolutely ex- 
cluded from the boohs, which guide the con- 
duct of the Hebrews and Christians. 

We have already mentioned, the abject, and 
often, absurd ideas of God, which are exhibited 
in the Bible. In this book, all bis conduct ap- 
pears ridiculous. He blows hot aod cold, and 
contradicts himself every moment. He acts 
imprudently, and then repents of what he had 
done. He supports with one hand, and destroys 
with the other. After having punished ail the 
Btrman race with death; for the sins of man, hp 
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declares, by Ezekiel, that be is just, and will not 
render children responsible for the iniquities of 
their fathers. He commands the Hebrews, by 
the mouth of Moses, to rob the Egyptians. In 
the decalogue, published by Moses, theft and 
murder are forbidden. In short, Jehovah, ever 
! in contradiction with himself, varies with cir- 
cumstance9,preserves no uniformity of conduct, 
and is represented in the books, said to be in- 
spired by his spirit, as a tyrant, which the most 
decided villain would blush to be. 

When we cast our eyes over the New Testa- 
ment, there, also we see nothing characteristic 
of that spirit of truth which is«said to have dic- 
tated this work. Four historians, or fabulists 
have written the marvellous history of the Mes- 
siah Seldom agreeing with respect to the cir- 
cumstances of his life, they sometimes contra- 
dict each other in the most palpable manner.— 
The genealogy of Christ, given us by Matthew, 
differs widely from thai given us by Luke.~ 
One of the Evangelists 6ays, that Christ was 
carried into Egypt; whilst, by another this event 
is not even hinted at. One makes the duration 
of his mission three year9, while another repre- 
sents it us only as many months. We do not 
find them at better accord, respecting the facts 
in general, which they report. Mark says that 
Christ died at the third hour, that is to say, nine 
o'clock in the morning: John says, that he died 
at the sixth hour, that is. at noon. According to 
Matthew and Mark, the women, who, after tho 
death of Jesus went to his sepulchre, saw only 
one angel; whereas, according to Luke and 
John, they saw two. These angels were, by 
some, said to be within the tomb; by other* 
without. Several of the miracles of Jesus or^ 
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also, differently reported by the Evangelists.—* 
This is likewise the case with his appearances 
after his resurrection. Ought not all these 
things to excite a doubt of the infallibility of the 
Evangelists, and the reality of the divine inspi- 
rations ? What shall we say of the false and 
forged prophesies, applied to Christ in the gos* 
pels ? Matthew pretends that Jeremy foretold 
that Christ should be betrayed for thirty pieces 
of silver ; yet, no such prophecy is to be found 
in Jerimiah. Nothing is more singular than 
the manner in which Christian divines evade 
these difficulties. Their solutions are calcula- 
ted to satisfy only those who conceive it their 
•duty to remain in blindness.* Every man of 
sense must feel, that all the industry and soph- 
ifftn on earth can never reconcile such|palpable 
contradictions ; and the efforts of interpreters 
serve only to shew the weakness of their cause. 
Is it, then, by subterfuges, subtleties, and false- 
hood?*, that we are to render service to God ? 

We find equal errors and contradictions in the 
pompous gascanade & declamatory bombast of 
St. Paul. The epistles and harrangues of this 
msn, inspired by the Spirit of God, appear to 
be the enthusiastic ravings of a madman. The 
most labored commentaries have, in vain, en- 
deavored to reconcile »he contradictions with 
which his works are filled, and the inconsist- 
ency of bis conduct, which sometimes favored, 
and sometimes opposed Judiaism.f We do 



*" Jerome himself says, that the quotations of Matthew 
do not agree with the Greek version of the Bible. Eras- 
mus is obliged to confess, that the Holy Spirit permitted 
the Apostles to go astray. 

tSt. Paul himself informs us, that be was ravished up to 
ifothlfa heaven. WhVvvasJie transported fliifher^rard 
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not fiftd ourselvea more enlightened by Iba 
works attributed to the other Apostles. It 
seems as if these persons, inspired by the Holy 
Ghost, came on the earth only to prevent thdir 
dteriples from comprehending, what they had 
been sent to teach them. 

At the foot of the collection, which forms the 
New Testament, we find the mystic worfc> 
known by *he name of the Revelation of St. John. 
This is an unintelligible thing, in which the au- 
thor has endeavored to collect and concentrate 
all the gloomy and dreadful ideas contained ia 
the rest of the Bible. It exhibits to the wretch- 
ed race of Man, the awful and approaching 
end of a perishing world. It is filled with hor- 
rid pictures, hy gazing on which, the trembling; 
Christian becomes petrified with fe^r and won- 
der, indifferent to life, and useless, or an incum- 
brance to society . Thus, in a manner not Uft- 

what did he learn by his journey ? Things unspeakable, 
which no man could comprehend. What advantage aire 
mankind to derive from all this ? St. Paul, in the Acts gt 
th* Apostles is guilty of a falseheod, in saying before t^e 
high priest, tiiat he is persecuted, because he is a Phari- 
see, and on account of the resurrection. Here are two 
untruths. I* irst. because Paul was, at th.it time, the most 
zealous Apostle of the Christian religion, and consequent- 
ly a Christian. Secondly, because the accusations brougftt 
against him, dul not refer to his opinion on resurrection. 
If we know that the Apostles sometimes wander from the 
truth, how shall we believe them at others ? Further, we 
see this great Apostle continually changing his connsels 
and conduct. At Jerusalem he point blank apposes Peter, 
who favored Judaism ; whereas he himself afterwards 
complied with the Jewish rites. In fine, he always ac- 
commodates himself to the cirenmstauces of the time, and. 
becomes all things to all men. He seems to have set en 
example to the Jesuits of the conduct in the Indies, with 
which they are reproached, where they unite the worship 
fit the Pagan* to that #f CJfrjstf 
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worthy of itself, terminates this compilation, so 
inestimable and adorable to Christians, so rid- 
iculous and contemptible to the man of reason, 
so unworthy of a good and bounteous God ,• so 
detestable to him who contemplates the unpar- 
alleled evils it has occasioned on the earth. 

Having taken for the rule of their conduct 
and opinions, a Book, so full of blasphemous 
fables and striking contradictions concerning 
God, Christians have never agreed in the in- 
terpretation of bis will, or precisely known 
what he exacted from them. Thus, they have 
made this obscure work a bone of contention, 
an inexaustible source of quarrels, a common 
arsenal, where all contending parties have sup- 
plied themselves with arms, for mutual de9* 
truction. Geometricians dispute not concern 
ing the fundamental principles of their science. 
By what fatality does it happen that Christian 
revelation, the foundation of a religion on which 
depends the eternal felicity of man, should be 
unintelligible, subject to disputes, and often 
deluge the earth in blood ? To judge by effects, 
such a revelation ought rather to be thought 
the work of a malign spirit, a genius of dark- 
ness and falsehood, than a God desirous to 
preserve, enlighten/and beautify mankind. 
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Of Christian Morality. 

Were we to believe Christians, there could 
have been no true morality on earth before the 
coming* of the founder of their sect. They rep* 
resent the world as having been plunged in 
darkness and vice at all times and places where 
Christ was unknown. Yet morality was al- 
ways necessary to mankind ; for, without it, no 
.society can exist. We find, that before the 
time of Christ, there were flourishing and virtu- 
ous nations, and enlightened philosophers, who 
continually reminded mankind of their duties, 
The precepts of Socrates, Confucius, and the 
Gymnosophists ol India, are by no means infe- 
rior to those of |he Messiah of the Christians. 
We find, amongst heathens, innumerable in - 
stances of equity, humanity, temperance, disin^ 
tereetedness, patience and meekness, which 
flatly contradict the pretensions of the Chris- 
tians, and prove that, before Chirst was known 
on earth, virtues flourished, which were far 
more real than those he came to teach men. 

Was a supernatural revelation necessary to 
inform mankind that society cannot exist with- 
out virtue, and that by the admission of vice, 
societies consent to their own destruction ?— 
Was it necessary that a God should speak, to 
shew that they have need of mutual aid and 
mutual love ? Was assistance from on High 
necessary to discover that revenge is an evil, 
and an outrage upon the laws, which, when 

G2 
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they are ^ust, assume to themselves the tight Qi 
retribution ? Is not the forgiveness of injuries 
connected with this principle ? And is not ha- 
tred eternalized, where implacable revenge is 
exercised f Is not the pardoning of our ene- 
mies a greatness of soul, which gives us an ad- 
vantage over those who offend us? When we 
do good to our enemies, does it not give us a 
superiority over them ? 1$ not such conduct 
calculated to multiply our friends ? Does not 
every man, who is desirous to live, perceive 
that vice, intemperance, and voluptuousness, 
must shorten the period of lite ? Has not expe- 
rience demonstrated to every thinking being, 
that vice is injurious and detestable, even to 
those who are not free from its empire, and that 
the practice of virtue is the only means of ac- 
quiring real esteem and love ? However little 
mankind may reflect on what they themselves, 
their true interests, and the end of society are, 
they must feel what they ought to be to each 
other Good laws will render them good ; 
and wiiere these exist, there is no need of flying 
to heaven for rules for the preservation and 
happiness of society. Reason is sufficient to 
teach us our duties to c*ur fellow creatures.— 
What assistance can it receive from a religion 
by which it is continually contradicted and de- 
graded. 

It is said, that Christianity, far from counter- 
acting morality, is its chief support, and renders 
its obligations more sacred, by giving them the 
sanction of God. In my opinion, however, the 
Christian religion, instead of supporting moral- 
ity renders it weak and precarious. It cannot 
possibly have any solid fonndation on the com- 
mands of a 6fod, who is changing) partial and 



capricious, and ordains with the same tnoyjlti, 
justice and injustice, concord and carnage, tol- 
eration and persecution. It is impossible to 
follow the precepts of a* rational morality, un- 
der the empire ot a religion, which makes a 
merit of the most destructive zeal, enthusiasm 
and fanaticism. A religion which commands 
us to imitate the conduct of a despot who de- 
lights to ensnare his creatures, who is implaca- 
ble in bis vengeance, and devotes to flaming 
destruction all who have the misfortune to dis- 
please him, is incompatible with all morality. 
The innumerable crimes with which the Chris- 
tian, more than any o'her religion, has stained 
itself have always been committed under the 
pretext of pleasing the ferocious God whom the 
Christians have inherited from the Jews. The 
moral character of this God, must of necessity, 
govern the moral conduct of those who adone 
him. 

Hence arises the uncertainty of Christians, 
whether it be most conformable to the spirit of 
their religion to tolerate or to persecute those who 
differ from them in opinion. The two parties 
find themselves equally authorized in modes of 
conduct which are diametrically opposite. At 
one time, Jehovah declares his detestation of 
isolators, and makes it a duty to exterminate 
them ; at another time Moses forbids his peo- 
ple to spiak ill of the God of nations The Son pf 
Cfod forbids persecution, after having said that 
men must be constrained to enter into . his king- 
dom. Yet, as the idea of a severe and cruel 
txort makes a much deeper impression than that 
of a bounteous one. true Christians have gener- 
ally thought it their duty to exert their zeal 
gainst those whom they have supped ft) ha 
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enemies to their God. They have imagined it 
impossible to offend him by espousing his cause 
with too much ardor. Toleration has seldom 
been practised, except by indolent and phlegm- 
atic Christians, of a temperament little analo- 
gous to that of the God whom they serve. 

- 

Must not a true Christian, to whose imits* 
lion the examples of the saints and heroes of 
the Old Testament are propobed, become fercK 
cious and sanguinary ? Will he not find mo- 
tives for cruelty in the condui t of Moses, who 
twice caused the blood of Israel to stream, and 
immolated to his God more than forty thousand 
victims ? To justify his own, will he not ap- 
peal to the perfidious cruelty of Phineas, Jabil, 
and Judith ? Will he not see Daviit to be a 
monster of barbarity, adultery, and rebellion, 
which nevertheless does not pi event his being 
a man after God's own heart? In short, the whole 
Bible informs the Christian that his God is de- 
lighted with a furious zeal in his service ; and 
this zeal is^sufllcient to close his eyes on every 
species of crime. 

Let us not, then, be surprised to see Chris- 
tians incessantly persecuting each other. If 
they are at any time tolerent. it is only when 
they are themselves perseuted, or too weak to 
persecute others. Whenever they have power 
they become the terror and destruction of each 
other. Since Christianity first appeared on 
earth, its different sects have incessantly quar- 
relled. They have mutually exercised the most 
refined cruelty. Sovereigns, in imitation of 
David, have espoused the quarrels of discord- 
ant priests, and served God by fire and sword. 
JpQngs themselves have often perished the vie- 
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tims of religious fanaticism, which tramples on 
every moral duty in obedience to its God. 

In a word, the religion, which boasts of hav- 
ing brought peace on earth and good trill towards 
men, has for eighteen centuries caused tnore 
ravages an ' greater effusions oft>lood than all 
the superstions of Heathenism. It has raised 
wall* of separation between the citizen* of the 
same slate. It has banished concord and affec- 
tion from families. It has made a duty of in- 
justice an J inhumanity. The followers of a 
God, who was unjustly offended at mankind, 
because as unjust as he. The servants of a 
jealous and vindictive God. conceived it their 
duty to #»nter into his quarrels and avenge his 
injuries. Under h God of cruelty, it was judged 
meritorious to cause the earth to echo with 
groans and float in blood.' 

Such are the important services which the 
Christian religion ha* rendered to morality.— 
Let it not be said that it is through a shameful 
abuse of this religion, that these horrors have 
happened. A spirit of persecution and intoler- 
ance is the spirit of a religion ordained by a * 
God. jealous of his power ; a God who has 
formally commanded the commission of mur- 
der ; a God who. in the excess of his anger, 
has not spared even his own Son ! The servunt 
of such a God is much surer to please him by 
exterminating his enemies, than by permitting 
them to offend him in peace. Such a God must 
necessarily serve as a pretext to the most des- 
tructive excesses. A zeal for his glory is used 
as a veil to coaceal the passions of all impostors 
and fanatics who pretend to be interpretors of 
the will of heaven ; and the enthusiast hopes to 
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\vasb away the greatest crimes by bathing las 
bands in the blood of the enemies of his God. 

By a natural consequence of the same prin- 
ciples, an intolerent religion can be only condi- 
tionally submissive to the authority of temporal 
sovereigns. Jews and Christians cannot be 
obedient to a temporal government, unless its 
laws be conformed to the arbitary and often 
ridiculous commands of theii God. But who 
shall decide whether the laws, most advanta- 
geous to society, are conformed to the will of 
bis God ? Without doubt, his ministers, the 
confidants of his secrets and interpreter? of his 
oracles. Thus in a Christian state, the citizens 
must he subject rather to spiritual than tempo- 
ral government, to the priest rather than the 
magistrate. Hence must arise civil war, blood- 
shed, proscription, and all that inspires the hu- 
man breast with horror. 

¥uch is the support afforded to morality by 
a religion, the first principle of which is to ad- 
mit the G-^d of the Jews, that is, a tyrant, whose 
fantastic command* annihilate every rule ne- 
cessary to the tranquil existence of society. — 
This God creates justice and injustice, his Su- 
preme Will changes good into bad, and vice 
into virtue. His caprice overturns the laws, 
which he himself had given to natuie. He de- 
stroys at his pleasure, the moral relations among 
mankind. In his own conduct, he. dispenses 
with all duties towards his creatures. He seems 
to authorise them to follow no certain laws, 
except those prescribed to them, in different 
circumstances, by the voice of his ministers and 
prophets. These, when in power, preach noth- 
ing r>ut submission If an attempt be made to 
abridge that power, they preach arms and re- 
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hellion. Aretbey weak ? They preach tolera* 
tion, patience and meekness. Are they strong ? 
They preach persecution, revenge, rapine and 
oruelty. They always find in Holy Writ argo 
ments to authorise these different modes of con- 
duct. They find in the oracles of their just and 
immutable God, arguments amply sufficient to 
justify actions diametrically opposite in their 
nature and essence. To lay the foundation of 
morality on such a God, or open bonks which 
contain laws so contiadictory, is to give it an 
unstable base ; it is to found it on the caprice 
of those who speak in the name of God ; it is to 
found it on the temperament of each one of his 
adorers. 

Morality should be founded upon invariable 
rales. A God, who destroys these rules, de- 
stroys his own work. If God be the creator of 
man, if he intends their happiness and preserv. 
ation, he would have them to be just, humane, 
and benevolent, and averse to injustice, fanati- 
cism and cruelty. 

Prom what has been said, we may see what 
we ought to think of those divines who pretend 
that, without the christian religion there could 
be neither morality nor virtue among mankind, 
The converse of this proposition would much 
nigher approach the truth : and it might be 
maintained, that every Christian who imitates 
bis God and practices all his commands, most 
necessarily be an immoral person. If it be said 
that th»se commands are not always unjust, 
and that the scriptures often breathe benevo- 
lence, harmony and equity. I answer, christians 
must have an inconstant morality, sometimes 
good and sometimes had, according to interest 
agd individuate. It appears that Christians 
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must either be trholy destitute of true morality, 
or vibrate continually from virtue to vice, and 
from vk*e to virtue. 

The Christian religion is hut a rotten prop to 
morality. It will not bear examination, and e- 
very man who discovers its defeats will be rea 
dy to believe that the moraltiy founded on such 
a basis can be only a chimera. Thus we often 
behold men, who have couched the neck be- 
neath the yoke of religion, break loose at once 
and abandon themselves to debauchery, intem- 
perance, and every kind of vice. Escaping 
from the shivery of superstition, they fly to com 
plete anarchy, npd disbelieve all moral du- 
ties, because they have found religion to be but 
a fable. Hence, among christians, the words 
infidel and libertine have become synonymous. 
All these inconveniences would be avoided, if 
mankind, instead of being taught a theological, 
were taught a natural morality. Instead of in- 
terdicting intemperance and vice because they 
ore offensive to God and religion ; they should 
be prevented, by convincing man that they are 
destructive to his existence, and render him con 
temptiblein society; that they are disapproved 
and forbidden by reason and nature, who aim ' 
at his preservation, and direct him to take the 
path that leads to permanent felicity. What- 
ever may be the will of God, and independent- 
ly of future rewards and punishments announc- 
ed by religion, it Is easy to prove to every man 
that it is, in this world, his interest to preserve 
his health, to respect virtue, acquire the esteem 
of his fellow creatures, and. in fine, to be chaste 
temperate nnr* virtuous Those whose passions 
will not suffer them to attend to principles so- 
clear and reasonable, will not be more docile t<r 
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the voice of a religion, which they will cease 
to believe the moment it opposes their misguid- 
ing propensities. 

Let. then, the pretended advantages, which 
the Christian religion lends morality, be no lon- 
ger boasted. The principles drawn from reve- 
lation tend to its destruction. We have fre- 
quent examples of Christian nations, whose 
morals are far more corrupted, than those of 
people whom they style infidels and heathens, 
the former are, at least, most subject to religious 
fanaticism, a passion calculated to banish jus- 
tice and all the social virtues from society. 

Christianity creates intolerants, and persecu- 
tors, who are murb more injurious to society 
than the most abandoned debauchees It is, 
at least, certain, that the most christian nations 
of Europe, are not those where true morality 
is most felt and practised. In Spain, Portugal 
and Itally, where the most superstitious sect of 
Christians has fixed its residence, people live 
in the most shameful ignorance of their duties. 
Robbery, assassination, debauchery, and per- 
secution, are there carried to their worst ex- 
treme; and yet all men are full of religion. Fe w 
virtuous men exist in those countries. Reli- 
gion itself there becomes an accomplice to vice, 
furnishes criminals with an asylum, and pro- 
cures to them easy means of reconciliation with 
God. Presents, prayers, and ceremonies,there, 
furnish mankind with a dispensation from the 
practice of virtue. Amongst nations, who 
boast of possessing Christianity in all its purity, 
re li;iion has so entirely absorbed the attention 
of its sectaries that morality enters not into 
their thought; and they think they fulfil all their 
duties by a scrupulous observation of the minu- 
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tfiae of superstitious ceremonies, whilst they ate 
strangers to all social affections and labor for 
the destruction of human happiness. 



CHAPTER XII 

■ 

Of the Christian Virtues. 

What has been said is sufficient to shew what 
We ought to think of christian morality. If we 
examine the virtues recommended in the chris- 
tian religion, we find them but illy calculated 
Ibr mankind. They lift him above his sphere, 
are useless to society, and often of dangerous 
consequence. In the boasted precepts, which 
Jesus Christ came to give mankind, we find lit 
tie but extravagant maxim*, the practice of 
which is impossible, and rules which literally 
followed, must prove injurious to society. In 
those of his precepts that are practicable, we 
find nothing which was not as well or better 
known to the sages of antiquity, without the 
aid of revelation. 

According to the Messiah, the whole duty of 
man consists in loving god above all things, and 
his neighbour as himself. Is it possible to obey 
this precept ? Can n man love n God above all 
things, who is represented as wrathful, capri- 
cious, unjust, and implacable? who is said to he 
cruel enough to damn his creatures eternally? 
Can man love nbM-e nil things, an object the 
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roost dreadful that human imagination cauiii 
over conceive ? Can such an object excite in 
the human heart a sentiment of love ? How can 
we love that which we dread? How can we 
delight in the God, under whose rod we trem- 
ble? Do we not deceive ourselves, when we 
think we love a being 90 terrible, and so calcu- 
lated to excite nothing but horror ?* 

Is it even practicable for mankind to lovo 
their neighbors as themselves ? Every man 
naturally love* himself in preference to ail oth- 
ers. He loves his fellow-creature* only in pro- 
portion as they contribute to his happiness. Ho 
exercises virtue in doing good to his neighbor. 
He acts generously when he sacrifices his self- 
love to his love for another. Yet he will never 
love his Mlow creatures but for the useful 
qualities he finds in them. He can love them 
no farther than they are known to him, and his 
love for them must ever be governed by the 
good he receives from them. 

To love one's enemies is then impossible A 
man may abstain from doing evil to the person 
by whom he is injured ; but love is an affection 
which can be excited in our hearts only by an 
object which we supposed friendly to us. Pol- 
itic nations. wb<> have enacted just and wise 
laws, have alvvaj s forbidden individual* to re- 
venge, or do justice to themselves. A senti- 
ment of generosity, of greatness of soul or he- 
roism, may induce mankind to do good to those 

from whom they suffer injuries. By such means 

> 

*#eneca says, with much truth, that a man of sense can- 
not fear the Gods, because no mp.n can love what he tears 
-De Benef. 4. The Bible says, the (ear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom, i Chink it rathe? the beginning eff 
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they exalt themselves above their enemies, and 
may even change the disposition of their hearts. 
Thus, without having recourse to a supernatur- 
al morality, we feel that it is our interest to sti- 
fle in our hearts the lust of revenge: Christians 
may, therefore, cease to boast the forgiveness 
of injuries, us a precept that could be given on- 
ly by their God, and which proves the divine 
origin of their morality, Pythagoras, long be- 
fore the time of *hrist, had said, let men revenge 
themselves upon their enemies, only by laboring to 
convert them into friends. Socrates taught that it 
was not lawful for a man, who had received an inju- 
ry, to revenge it by doing another injury. 

Christ must have forgotten that he spoke to 
men, when, in order to conduct them to perfec- 
tion, he commanded them to abandon their 
possessions to the avidity of the first who should 
demand them ; to turn the other cheek to re- 
ceive a new insult ; to oppose no resistance to 
the most outrageous violence ; to renounce the 
perishable riches of this world ; to forsake 
houses, possessions, relations, and friends, to 
follow him; and to reject even the most inno- 
cent pleasures. Who does not see in these 
sublime precepts, the language of enthusiasm 
and hyperbole? Are not tbey calculated to 
discourage man, and throw him into despair / 
If literally practised, would they not prove ru- 
inous to society. ' 

What shall we say of the morality which 
commands the human heart to detach itself 
from objects which reason commands it to love 1 
When we refuse the blessings offered us by 
nature, do we not despise the benefactions of 
the One Supreme ? What real good can result 
to society from the melancholy and ferocious 
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virtues which Christians consider iudispensi- 
ble? Can a man continue useful to society 
when his mind is perpetually agitated with im- 
aginary terrors, gloomy idea*, and black inqui- 
etudes, which incapacitate him for the perform* 
ance of his duties to his family, his ccuntry and 
mankind ? If the Christian adhere to the gloo- 
my principles of his religion, must he not be- 
come equally insupportable to himself and those 
by whom he is surrounded ? 

It cannot be said* that, in general, fanaticism 
and enthusiasm are the bases of the morality of 
Christ. The virtues, which he recommends, 
tend to render men unsocial, to plunge. them in- 
fo melancholy, and often to render them injuri- 
ous to their teiiow creaturcs. Among human 
l>eings. human virtues are necessary ; Chris- 
tian virtues are not calculated on ihc scale of 
rt»al life. Society has need of real virtues, 
from which it may derive energy, activity and 
support. Vigilance, labor and affection, are 
accessary to families. A desire of enjoying 
lawful pleutures, and augmenting the sum of 
their happiness, is necessary to all mankind. 
The Christian religion is perpetually busied in 
degrading mankind by threatening them with 
dismaying terrors, or diverting them with frivo- 
lous hopes ; sentiments equally proper to turn 
them from their true duties. If the Christian 
literally obey the precepts of his legislator, he 
will ever he either an useless or injurious mem- 
ber of society.* 

4 

^Notwithstanding the eulogies lavished by Christians 
on the precepts of their divine master, some of them are 
wholly contrary to equity and right reason. When Jesus 
says, make to yourselves friends in heaven with the mam- 
mon of unrighteousness, does he not plainly insinuate, 
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What real advantage can mankind derive 
from those ideal virtues which Christians style 
evangelic, divine, &c. and which they prefer to 
the social, humane and substantial virtues, and 
without which they pretend no man can please 
God, or enter into his glory ? Let u> examine 
those boasted virtues in detail. I*et us see of 
what utility they are to .society, and whether 
they truly merit the preference which is given 
them, to those which are pointed put by reason 
as necessary to the welfare of mankind. 

T : >e first of the Chirstian virtues is faith^whU'U 
«erves as a foundation for all the others. It 
consists in an imposible conviction of the re- 
vealed doctrines and absurd fables which the 
Christian religion commands its disciples to be- 
lieve. Hence it appearsthat this virtue exacts 
a total renunciation of reason, and impractica- 
ble assent to improbable facts, and a blind sub- 
mission to the authority of priests, who are the 
only guarantees of the truth of the doctrines 
and miracles that every Christian must beleive 
under penalty of damnation. 

This virtue, although necessary to all man- 
kind, is nevertheless, a gift of heaven, and the 
effect of a special grace It forbids all doubt 

that we may take from others wherewithal to give alms 
to the poor ? Divines will *ny that be spoke in parables ; 
these parables are, however, easily u folded. In ihe 
meantime, this precept is but too well followed. Many 
Christians cheat and swindle during all their liv^s to have 
the pleasure of makintr donations at thrir death to church* 
es, monasteries, &c — The Messiah, at another lime, trea- 
ted hi* mother, who with parental solieitude was seeking 
bim, extremely ill. Hec mmands his discipiea to steal an 
ass. He. drown* an herd ol swine, &«*. It must he con- 
fessed, these things do not agree extremely well with good 
morality. 
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and enquiry : and deprives man of the liberty 
of exercising his reason and reflection. It re- 
duces him to the passive acquiescence of beasts 
in matters which he is, *»t the same time, told 
are of all things most important to bis eternal 
happiness. Hence it is plain, that faith is a 
virtue invented by men. who shrinking from the 
light of reason, deceived their fellow creatures, 
to subject them to their own authority, and de- 
graded them that they might exercise an em- 
pire over them. If faith bo a virtue, it is cer- 
tainly useful only to the spiritual guides of the 
Christians ; lor they atone gather its fruits, ft 
cannot but be injurious to other men, who are 
taught by it to despise that reason, which dis- 
tinguishes them from brutes, and is their only 
(aiihful guide in this world. Christians, how- 
over, represent this reason as perverted and an 
unfaithful <-uide ; by which they seem to inti- 
matethat it was not made for reasonable be- 
ings. May we not. however, ask them bow far 
this renunciation of reason ought to be carried ? 
Do not they themselves, in certain cases, have 
recourse to reason 1 Do th'ey hot appeal to rea- 
son, when they endeavor to prove the existence 
of their God? 

Be this as it may, it is an absurdity to soy we 
believe that, of which we have no conception. 
What, then, are the motives of the Christian, 
for pretending to such a belief? Mis confidence 
in his spiritual guides. But what is the founda- 
tion of this confidence ? Revelation. On what 
then, is Revelation itself founded ? On the au- 
4horitv of spiritual guides. Such is the manner 
in which Christians reason. Their arguments 
in favor of faith are comprised in the following 
sentence. To heticvt <ntr religion it is necessary to 
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have faith, and to have faith, you must believe in 
our religion. Or, (t is necessaVy to have faith 
already, in order to believe in the necessity of 
faith * 

The phamtom Faith, vanishes at the approach 
of the sun of reason. It can never sustain a 
calm examination. Hem e it arises, that cer- 
tain Christian divines are so much at enmity 
with science. The founder of their religron do- 
clar' rl, that hi"»« law was made for ignorant men 
& children. Faith is tin- effect of a grace which 
God seldom grants to enlightened persons, who 
are accustomed to consult their reason. It is 
adapted ottlj to the minds of men, who are in- 
capable of reflection, rendered insane by en- 
thusiasm, or invincibly attached to the prejudi- 
ces of childhood. Science must ever he at en- 
mity with this religion ; for in proportion a* 
cither of them gains ground the oiher must 
Jose. 

Another Christian virtue, proceeding from 
the former, is Hope. Founded on the flattering 
promises, given by this religion to those who 
render themselves wretched in this life, it feeds 
their enthusiasm. It induces them firmly to 
believe that God will reward, in heaven, their 



*&Inny divines have maintained, that faith without 
works is sufficient for salvation. This is the virtue which 
is, in general, most cried up among them. It is, at least, 
the one most necessary to their existence. It is not, 
theretbre, surprising that they have endeavered to estab- 
I is it by fire and sword. It was for the support of iuith 
that the inquisition burned heritics ami Jews. Kings und 
priests persecute, for the establishaient of (attb. t hris- 
tians have des f royed tnose who were destitute of failn, in 
order to demonstrate to them their error. O, wotdrous 
virtue, and worthy of tiie God of mercies ! His ministers 
punish mankind, when he refuses them his grace. ! ! 
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gloominess, inutility, indolence, prayers, and 
detestation of pleasures on earth. How can n 
man, who, being intoxicated with these pom- 
pous hopes, become indifferent to bis own hap- 
piness, concern himself with that of his fellow- 
creatures ? The Christian believes that he 
pleases his God by rendering himself miserable 
inthielife: and. however flattering his hopes 
may be for the future, they arc here empoison- 
ed by the idea of a jealous God, who commands 
him to wck out his own salvation with fear 
and trembling, who will plunge him inta eter- 
nal torture, if he for a moment has the weak- 
ness to be a man. 

Another of the Christian virtues is Chastity. 
It consists in loving GocJ and our neighbor »— 
We have always seen how difficult, not to say 
impossible, it is to feel sentiments of tenderness 
for any being whom we fear. It will undoubt- 
edly be said, that the fear of the Christians is a 
rilial fear. Fear is a passion, totally opposite 
to love. A son. who fears the anger and dreads 
the caprices of a father, can never love him 
sincerely. The love, therefore, of a Christian 
to his God, can never be true. In vain he en- 
deavors to feel sentiments of tenderness for a 
rigorous master, at whose idea his heart shrinks 
back in terror. He can never love him but as 
a tyrant, to whom his mouth renders the honw 
age that his heart refuses. The devotee is not 
honest to himself, when he pretends to love his 
God. HU* affection is a dissembled homage, 
like that which men are forced to render to 
certain inhuman despots, who, while they tread 
their subjects in the dust, demand from them 
the exterior marks of attachment. If some 
tender minds, by ferce of illusion, feel senti- 
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tnents of divine lave, it in then n mystic and ro- 
mantic passion, produced by a warm tempera- 
ment, and an ardent imagination, which ore- 
sent their God to them dressed in smiles, with 
all the imputed faults concealed.* The love of 
<3od id not the least incomprehensible mystery 
of this religion. 

Charity, considered as the love of mankind, 
is a virtuous and necessary disposition. It then 
becomes no more than that tender humanity 
which attaches us to our fellows, aad inclines 
tis to love and assist them But how shall we 
reconcile this attachment with the commands 
of a jealous God, who would have us to love 
none >ut himself, and who came to separate the 
friend from the iriend, and the son from the 
father ? According to the precepts of the gos- 
pel it would be ciminal to offer God an heart 
shared by an earthly object. It would be idol- 
atry thus to confound the creature with the 
Creator. And further, how can the Christian 
Jove beings who continually offend his God ? 
Beings who would continually betray them- 
selves into offence ? How can he love sinners? 
Experience teaches us that the devout, obliged 
by principle to hate themselves, have little more 
affection for others. If this he the case, they 

"It is an ardent and tender temperament that produces 
mystic devotion. Hysterical women, are those who coir- 
inonly love God with most vivacity, they love nim to dis 
traction, as they would love a man. In monasteries, 
particularly Ste. Therese, Madeleine de Pozzy, a la coqie 
-—most of the devotees are of this -description. Tneir im- 
nginations grow wild, and they give to their God, whom 
they paint in the most c.iptivat ng colors, that tenderness 
Which they are not permitted to bestow on beings of iheir 
own species. 1 1 requires a strong imagination to be smit- 
len with am object unknown. 
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bftve not arrived at the perfection of divine love- 
W<* do not find that those, who are supposed 
to love the Creator most ardently, shew much 
atte* tion for his creatures. On the contrary, we 
see them fill with bitterness all who~surround 
them ; they criticise with severity the fauits of 
others, and make it i crime to speak of human 
frailty with indulgence.* A sincere love for 
God must be accompanied with zeal. A true 
Christum must be enraged when he sees hte 
O-mI offeii'led. He must arm himself with a 
just and holy severity to repress the offenders* 
He must hstve an ardent desire to extend the 
empire of hi religion. A zeal, originating in 
this divine love, has been the source of the terri- 
ble perse* utions of which Christians have so 
often been guilty. Zeal produces murderers 
as well as martyrs. It is this zeal that prompts 
intolerant man to wrest the thunder from the 
hand of the Most High, to avenge him of his 
enemies. It is this zeal that causes members 
of the same state, and the same family, to detest 
and torment each other for opinons, and puerile 
ceremonies, which they are led to esteem as of 
the last importance: It is this zeal that has a 
thousand times kindled those religious wars so 
remarkable for their atrocity. Finally, it is this 
zeal for religion which justifies calumny, trea* 
son, carnage, and, in sboit, the disorders most 
fatal to society. It has always been consider- 



•Devotees are generally considered as scourges of soci- 
ety. A devout woman has seldom the talent of conciliat- 
ing the love of her husband and his domestics. A gloomy 
and melancholy religion cannot render its disciples very 
amiable. A sad and sullen monarch nujst have sad and 
sullen subjects. Christians have judiciously remarked, 
lhat Jesras Christ wept, but never smiled. 
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tjd as lawful to employ artifice, falsehood and 
force, in support of the cause of God, 
The most choleric and corrupted men are com- 
monly the most zealous. They hope, that for 
the sake of their zeal, Heaven will pardon the 
depravity of their manners, be it ever so exces- 
sive. 

It is from an effect of the same zeal that en- 
thusiastic Christians fly over every sea and 
continent, to extend the empire of their God 
and make proselytes. Stimulated by this zeal, 
missionaries go to trouble the repose of what 
they call heathen nations, whilst they would be 
astonished and enraged to find missionaries 
from those nations endeavoring to propagate a 
new religion in their country. 9 When these 
propagators of the faith have had power in 
their hands, they have excited the most horrid 
rebellions ; and have, in conquered countries, 
exercised eruelties calculated only to render tho 
God detestable, whom they pretended to serve* 
They have thought that men who had so long 
been strangers to their God, could be little bet- 
ter than beasts ; and, therefore, judged it lawful 
to exercise every kind of violence over them. 
In the eyes of a Christian, an infidel is seldom 
worthier than a dog. 

It is, apparently, in imitation of the Jews 
that Christian nations have usurped tiie posses- 
sions of the inhabitants of the new world. The 
Castilians and Portuguese had the same right 

*Kambi, Emperor of China, asked the Jesuit missionaries 
at Pekin, what they would say, if be should send m ission- 
aries to their nation. The revolts excited by the Jesuit* 
in Japan and'Ethiopia are well known. A holy missionary 
has been heard to say, that without muskets, missionaries 
could never make proselytes. 
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to the posession of America and Africa, that 
the Hebrews bad to make themselves masters 
of the land of Canaan, and exterminate its in- 
habitants, or reduce them to slavery. Have not 
Popes arrogated the right of disposing of dis- 
tant empires |o their favorite Monarehs in Eu- 
rope ? These manifest violations of the law of 
nature and of nations appeared just to those 
Christian princes, in favor of whom religion 
sanctified avarice, cruelty, and usurpation,* 

Humility is, also, considered by Christians as 
a sublime virtue, and of inestimable value. No 
supernatural & divine revelations are necessa- 
ry to teach us that pride does not become man , 
and that it renders him disagreeable to others. 
All must be convinced, on a moment's reflec- 
tion, that arrogance, presumption, and vanity, 
are disgusting and contemptible qualities. But 
Christian humility is carried to a more refined 
extreme. The Christian must renounce his rea- 
son, mistrust his virtues, refuse to do justice to 
his own good actions, and repress all self es- 
teem, however well merited. Whence, it ap- 
pears, that this pretended virtue, only degrades 
and debases man in his own eyes, deprives him 
of all energy, and stifles in him every desire 
of rendering himself useful to society. To 
forbid minkind to esteem themselves and merit 

the esteem of others, is to break the only pow- 

____ * 

•St. Aagustin says, that of right divine, all things belong 
to the just. A maxim which is founded on a passage in 
the Psalms, which says, tht just shall eat the fruit of the 
labor of the unrighteous. It is known that the Pope, by a 
ball given tn favor of the kings of Castile, Arragon and 
Portugal, fixed the line of demarkation which was to rule 
the conquests which each had gained over the infidels. 
After such principles, is not the whole earth to become a 
prey to Christian rapacity ? 
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wful string that inclines them to study, indug* 
try, and noble actions. This Christina virtue 
is calculated only to render them abject slaves, 
wholly useless to the world, and make all virtue 
give place in them, to a blind submission to 
their spiritual guides. 

Let us not be surprised, that a religion which 
boasts of being supernatual, should endeavor 
to unnaturalize man. This religion, in the de- 
lirium of its enthusiasm, forbids mankind to 
love themselves. It commands them to hate 
pleHSures and court grief. It makes a merit of 
involuntary evils they do unto themselves.— 
Hence those austerities & penances so destruc- 
tive to health ; those extravagant mortifica- 
tions, cruel privations, and gradual suicides, by 
which fanatic Christians thinf'they merit heav- 
en. It must be confessed, all Christians do not 
feel themselves capable of such marvelous per- 
fections, but all believ themselves more or less 
obliged to mortify the flesh, and renounce the 
blessings prepared for them by a bounteous 
God, who they suppose, offers his good things 
only that they may be refused, and would be 
offended should his creatures presume to touch 
them. 

Reason cannot approve virtues which are 
destructive to ourselves, nor admit a God who 
is delighted when mankind render themseves 
miserable, and voluntarily submit to torments. 
Reason and experience, without the aid of su- 
perstition, are sufficient to prove, that passions 
and pleasures, pushed to excess, destroy us ; 
and that the abuse of the best things becomes a 
*real evil. ^fature herself, inculcates upon us 
the privation of things which prove injurious to 
us. A being, solicitous for bis own preserva- 
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tioo, must restrain irregular propensities, aod 
fly whatever tends to his destruction. It is 
plain, ibat by the Christian religion, suicide is, 
at least, indirectly authorised. 

It was in consequence of these lanalical ideas, 
that, in the earliest ages of Christianity, the 
forest* and desert* were peopled with perfect 
Christians, who, flying from the world, 4 lef\ their 
families destitute of support, and their country 
of their citizens, to abandon themselves to an 
idle and conte -plative life. Hence those le- 
gions of monks and cenol*ites, who, under the 
standards of different enthusiasts, have enrolled 
themselves into a militia, burthensome and in* 
juriotis to society. They tho't to merit heaven, 
by burying talents, which might he serviceable 
to their fellow citizens, and vowing a life of 
indolence and celibacy. Thus, in nations which 
are the most faithful to Christanity, a multitude 
of men render themselves useless and wretched 
all their lives. What heart is so hard as to re- 
fuse a tear to the hapless victims taken from 
that enchanting sex which was destined to give 
happiness to our own ! Unfortunate dupes of 
youthful enthusiasm, or sacrificed to the ambi- 
tious veiws of imperious families, they are for- 
ever exiled from the world ! They are bound 
by rash oaths to unending slavery and misery. 
Engagements, contradicted by every precept 
of nature, force them to perpetual virginity. It 
is in vain that riper feeling* sooner or later, 
warm thetr breasts, and make them groan on- 
der the weight of their imprudent vows. They 
regret their voluntary sterility, and find them- 
selves forgotten in society Cut off from their 
families, and subjected to troublesome and 
despotic goalers, they sink into a fife of disgust, 
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of bitterness and tears. In fine, thus exiled 
from society, thus unrelated and unbeloved, 
there only remains for them the shocking con- 
solation of seducing other victims to share with 
them the torments of their solicitude and morti- 
fictions. 

The Christian religion seems to have under- 
taken to combat nature and reason in every 
thing. If it admits some virtues,approved by rea- 
son, it always carries them to a vicious excess. 
It never observes that just mean, whi<*b is 
the point of perfection. All illicit and shame, 
ful pleasures will be avoided by every man, who 
is desirous of his own preservation, and the 
esteem of his fellow-creatures. V The heathens 
knew and taught this truth, notwithstanding 
the depravity of morals with which they 
are reproached by Christians.* The church 
even recommends celibacy as a state of perfec- 
tion, and considers the natural tie of marriage 
as an approach to sin. God, however, de- 
clares in Genesis, that it is not good for man to 
be alone. He also formally cammanded all 
creatures to increase and multiply. His «on, 
'in the gospel, comes to annul those laws He 
teaches that, to attain to perfection, it is neces- 
sary to avoid marriage, and resist the strongest 
desire with which the breast of man is inspired 

* Aristotle & Epictetns recommended Chastity of speech. 
Menander said that a good man could never consent to de- 
bauch a virgin or commit adultery. Tibulli s said, casta 
placent superie. Mark Antony thanks the Gods, that he 
bad preserved his chastity in his youth. The Romans 
made laws against adultery. Father Tacbard informs us, 
that the Siamans forbids not only dishonest actions, but 
also impure thoughts and desires. Whence, it appears, 
that chastity and puritv of manners were esteemed even 
before the Christian religion existed. 
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—that of perpetuating his existence, by a pos- 
terity, and providing supports for his old age 
and infirmities. 

If we consult reason, we find, that the pleas- 
ures, of love are always injurious when taken 
in excess; apd that they »re always criminal, 
when they prove injurious. We shall perceive 
that to debauch a woman is to condemn her to 
distress and infamy, and annihilate to her ail 
the advantages of society; that adultery is des- 
tructive to the greatest felicity of human life* 
conjugal union. Hence we shall be convinced, 
that marriage, being the only means of satisfy- 
ing our desire of increasing the species and 
providing filial supports, is a state far more re- 
spectable and sacred, than the destructive celi- 
bacy, and voluntary castration, recommended 
as a virtue by the Christian religion. 

Nature, or its author, invites man, by the 
attraction of pleasure, to multiply himself. He 
has unequivocally declared, that women are 
necessary to men. Experience shews, that 
they are formed for society, not solely for the 
purpose of a transient pleasure, but to give mu- 
tual assistance in the misfortunes of life, to pro- 
duce and educate children, from them into citi- 
zens, and provide in them support for them* 
selves in old age. In giving man superior 
strength, nature has pointed out his duty of la- 
bouring for the support of his family; the weak- 
er organs of his companion, are destined to 
functions, less violent, but not less necessary. 
In giving her a soul more soft and sensible, na- 
ture has, by a tender sentiment, attached her 
more particularly to her children. Such are 
the sure bands, which the Christian religion 
would tear asunder. Such the blessjngs it 
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would wrest from man, while it substitutes in 
their place an unnatural celibacy, which rea- 
ders man selfish and useless, depopulate* soci- 
ety, and which can he advantageous only to 
the odious policy of some Christum priest**, who 
separating from their fellow citizens, have for- 
med a destructive hody, which eternalizes it- 
self without posterity. Gens aterna in qua nemo 
nacitur. 

If this religion has permitted marriage to some 
sects, who have not the temerity to soar to the 
highest pinnacle of perfection, it seems to have 
^sufficiently punished them for this indulgence, 
by the unnatural shackles it has fixed on the 
connubial state. Thus, among them, we see 
divorce forbidden, and the most wretched un- 
ions indissoluble. Persons once married, are 
forced to groan under the weight of wedlock, 
even when flection and esteem are dead, and 
and place of the^e essentials to conjugal happi- 
ness, is supplied by hatred and contempt. Tem- 
poral laws also, conspiring with religion, for- 
bid the wretched prisoners to break their chains. 
It seems as if the Christian religion exerted 
its powers to make us view marriage with dis- 
gust, and give the preference to a celibacy 
which is pregnant with debauchery, .idultery, 
and d ssolution. Yet the God of the Hebrews 
made divorce lawful, and 1 know not by what 
right his son, who came to accomplish the law 
of Moses, revoked an indulgence so reasonable. 

Such are the perfections which Christianity 
in^.hates on her children, and such the virtues 
she prefers to tho**e which are contemptuously 
styled human trirtues. She even rejects these, 
and calls them false and sinful, because their 
lUJ ^trs sors ure forsooth, not filled vyith faiths 
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What ! the virtues of Greece and Rome, so ami- 
able, and so heroic, were they not true virtues? 
If justice, humanity, generosity ,temperance and 
patience be not virtues, to what ran the name 
be given i and are the virtues less because 
professed by heathens ? Are not the virtues of 
Socrates, Cato, Epictetus and Antonine, real 
and preferable to the zeal of the Cyrills, the ob* 
stinaey of Athanasiu*. the useicssnes* of An- 
thony, the rebellion of Chrysostom, the ferocity 
of Dominic, and the me.tness of Francis ? 

All the virtues admitted by Christians, are 
either overstrained, and fanatic ; tending to 
render man useless, abject, and miserable or 
obstinate, haughty, cruel, and destructive to 
society. Such are the effects of a religion, 
which, contemning the earth, hesitates not to 
overwhelm it with trouble, provided it thereby 
heightens the triumph of its God over his ene- 
mies. No i rue morality can ever be compatible 
with such a religion* 




CHAPTER XIII- 

Of the Practice and Duties of the Christian Relig- 
ion. 

If the Christian virtues be destitute of solidity 
and produce no effect which reason can ap 
prove, we shall find nothing more estimable la 
u multitude of incommodious, useless, and often 
dangerous practices, which Christians consider 
as their sacred duties, and by means of which 
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they are confident of obtaining the pardon and 
favors of God and an eternal abode with him 
in unspeakable glory and felicity. 

The first and most essntial duty of Christians 
is prayer. To continual prayer their religion 
attaches its felicity ; Their God, whom they 
suppose to be overflowing: with bounty, refuses 
to bestow his blessings unsolicited. He grants 
tht*m only to importunity. Sensible to flattery, 
like the kings of the earth, he exacts an eti- 
quette, and hears no petitions unless they are 
presented in a certain form. What should we' 
say of a father, who, knowing the want? of his 
children, should refuse to give them necessary 
food until wearied out with fervent oupplica- 
tions? But, in another view, does it Imp I* 
mistrust of the wisdom of God to prescribe 
rules for his conduct ? Does it not imply a 
doubt of his immutability, to believe he can be 
prevailed on by his creatures to alter hi? de- 
signs ? If he knows all things, what need is 
there of continually informing him what are 
the dispositions and desires of his subjects 1 If 
he is almighty, how can he b£ flatered with the 
submissions, adorations, and formalities with 
which Christians prostrate themselves before 
him ? 

In one word, prayer supposes a capricious 
God, deficient in memory, voracious of praise, 
fond of seeing his creatures abased in the dust, 
and anxious to receive at every instant, the 
most abject marks of their submission. 

Can these ideas, borrowed from earthly prin- 
ces, he with propriety applied to an omnipotent 
Being, who created the universe for man, and 
desires only that he should be happy ? Can it 
be supposed that such a Being, without equal 
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and without rival, should be jealous of his glo- 
ry? Can the prayers of man add glory ton 
Being beyond comparison superior to all oth- 
ers ? Cannot Christians see. that in endeavor- 
ing to honor and exalt their God they only de- 
grade and debase him ? 

It is also the opinion of Christians, that the 
prayer* of one man iriay be serviceable to oth- 
ers. Partial to bis favorites, God hears peti- 
tions only from their lips. He listens not to his 
people unless their prayers be offered up to 
him through his ministers. He becomes a sul- 
tan, accessable only to his ministers, viziers, 
eunuchs, and the women of his Seraglio. Hence 
the millions of priests and cenobites. who hare 
no business on earth, but to raise their idle 
hands to heaven, and pray night and day for its 
blessing on society. Nations pay dearly for 
these important services, and these pious im- 
postors live in splendor and ease, while real 
merit, labor and industry languish in misery. 

Under the pretence of devoting himself to 
prayer and other ceremonies of his worship 5 
the Christian, particularly, in some of the more 
superstitious sects, is obliged to remain idle, 
and stand with arms across during a great part 
of the year. He is persimded thnt he honors 
God by his inutility. Feasts and fasts, multi- 
plied by the interest of priests and the credulity 
of the people, often suspend for long intervals 
the labor? necessary to the subsistence of soci- 
ety. Men fly to temples to pray when they 
should stay at home and cultivate their fields. 
There their eyes are fed with childish ceremo- 
nies, and their ears are filled v^ith fables and 
doctrines, of which they can comprehend noth- 
ing. This tyrannical religion jnakes it a crime 
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for tbe poor laborer to endeavor, during conse- 
crated days, to procure subsistence for a nu- 
merous and indigent family. And civil author- 
ity, in concert with religion, punishes those 
who have the audacity to' earn bread instead of 
praying or being bile. 

Can reason subscribe to tbe ridiculous obliga 
tioo of abstaining from certain aliment* and 
meats which is imposed by some seels of 
Christians? In consequence of these lawe, 
people, who live by their labour are forced to 
content themselves, ilurmg long intervals, with 
dear and unwholesome provisions, more proper 
to generate disease than repair strength. 

Whut abject and ridiculous ideas must they 
entertain o God who believes he can be offend 
ed by the quality of the food that enters into the 
stomachs of his creatures! Heaven, however, 
for a certain sum of money becomes sometimes 
more accommodating. Priests have been con- 
tinually busied in straitening the path of their 
sectaries, that they might transgress more fre- 
quently; and that the revenue arising from their 
transgressions might thus become more ample. 
All things, even sin itself, among Christians, 
contribute to the profit of the priests. 

No nligion ever placed its sectaries in more 
complete tind continual oep.e*. dance on priests, 
than the Christian. Those harpies never lose 
sight of their prey. Tht-y take infallible meas- 
ures lor subjecting mankind, ami maki. g all 
contribute to then power, riches, and domin- 
ion. Having assumed the office of mediator 
between the heavenly monarch and his subjects 
these* pries?* werje looked upon as courtiers in 
favour, ministers commissioned to exercise 
ptfwerin hisnamej and favorites to whom hfc 
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tu>uld refuse nothing. Thus they became ab- 
solute masters of the destiny of the Christians. 
They gained establishments and rendered them- 
selves necessary by the introduction of innu- 
merable practices and duties, which, though 
puerile and ridiculous, they had the address to 
make their flocks look upon as indispensably 
necessary to their salvation. They represent- 
ed the omission of these pretended duties as a 
crime infinitely greater than an open violation 
of all the laws of morality and reason. 

Let us not then be surprised, that, in the most 
zealous, that is to say the most superstitious 
sects, we see mankind perpetually infested with 
priests. Scarce are they born, when under the 
pretext of washing away original gin. their 
priests impose on them a mercenary baptism, 
and pretend to reconcile them with a Gfod 
whom they have as yet been unable to offend. 
By means of a few words and magical cere- 
monies they are thus snatched from the domin- 
ion of Satan. From thetenderest infancy their 
education is frequently entrusted to priests, 
whnse principal care is to instil into them early 
the prejudices as necessary to the views of the 
church. Terrors are now introduced into their 
minds which increase during their whole lives. 
They are instructed in the fables, absurd doc- 
trines, and incomprehensible mysteries of a 
marvellous religion. In one word, they are 
formed into superstitious Christians, and ren- 
dered incapable of being useful citizens or en- 
lightened men. Only one thing is represented 
to thetn as necessary ,.which is to be in all things 
devoutly submissive to his religion. 4 Be de- 
vout, 1 ' say his teachers, ** be blind, despise thy 
reason* attend to heaven, and neglect earth, 
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this fo all thy God demands to conduct thee to 
eternal felicity.' 1 

To maintain the abject and fanatic ideas, 
with which the priest has filled h;s pupils in 
their childhood, he commands them to come fre- 
quently and deposite in his bosom their hidden 
faults, their most secret actions and thoughts. 
He obliges them to humiliate themselves at his 
feet, and render homage to his power. He 
frightens the criminals, and afterwards if they 
are judged worthy, he reconciles them to God, 
who on the command of his ministers remits 
their sins. The Christian sects Jhat admit this 
practice, boast of it as extremely useful in regu- 
lating the manners and restraining the passions 
of men; but experience proves, that the coun- 
tries in which this usage is most faithfully ob- 
served, are distinguished rather for the dissolu- 
tion than the purity of their manners By such 
easy expiations they are only emboldened in 
_ vice. The lives of Christians are circles of suo- 
cessive offences and confessions. The priest- 
hood reap the profit of this practice by means 
of which they exercise an absolute dominion 
over the conscience* of mankind. 

How great must be the power of an order of 
men who possens all the secrets of families, can 
kindle at pleasure the destructive flame of fan- 
aticism* and open or shut the gates of heaven I 

Without the consent of his priests, the Chris- 
tian cannot participate in the knowledge of the 
mysteries of his religion, from which they have 
a right to exclude him entirely This privation, 
however, he has no great reason to lament.— 
But the anathemas or excommunications of the 
priest generally dp a real mischief to mankind. 

These spiritqal^ptmishraents produce temporal 
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eiTects, and every citizen who incurs the 'dis- 
grace of the church is in danger of that of the 
government, and becomes odious to his fellow- 
citizens. 

We have already remarked that priests have 
taken upon themselves the management of 
marriages. Without their consent, a Christian 
cam.ot become a father. He must first submit' 
tp the capricious formalities of his religion, 
without which his <childien must be excluded 
from the rank of citizens. 

During all His life, the Christian is obliged to 
assist in. the ceremonies of worship under the 
direction of his priests. When he has perform- 
ed this important duty, he esteems himself the 
favorite of God, and persuades himself that. ho 
no longera owes any thing to society. ^Thus 
frivolous practices take place of morality, 
which is always rendered subordinate to relig- 
ion. 

When death approaches,, the Christian, 
stretched in agony on his bed, is still assailed in 
those distressful moments by priests. In some 
sects, religion seems to have been invented to 
render the bitter death of man ten thousand 
time* more bitter. A malicious priest comes 
to the couch of the dyin* n)au, ancl holds before 
him the spectacle of bis approaching end. ar- 
rayed in more than all its terror*. Although 
this custom is destructive to citizens, it is ex- 
tremely profitable to the priesthood, who owe 
much of their riches to legacies procured by it. 
Morality is not quite so highly advantaged by 
it. Experience proves,, that niosi Christians 
live insecurity and postpone till death their re- 
conciliation with God. By means of a late re- 
pentance, and largesses to the priesthood^ then* 
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faults are expiated, and they are permitted to 
hope that heaven will forget the accumulated 
crimes of a long and wicked life. 

Death itself does nut terminate the empire of 
the priesthood in certain sects, which finds 
means to make money even out of the dead 
bodies of their followers. These, for a sufficient 
sum are permitted to be deposited in temples, 
where they have the privilege of spreading in- 
fection and disease. The sacerdotal power 
extends still further. The prayers of the church 
are purchased at a dear rate, to deliver the 
souls of the dead from their pretended torments 
in the other world, inflicted for their purifica- 
tion. Happy they who are rich, in a religion 
whose priests, being favorites with God, can be 
hired to prevail on him to remit the punish- 
ments which his immutible justice had intend- 
ed to inflict, ' 

Such are the principle duties recommended 
by the Christians ; and upon the observation of 
these they believe their salvation to depend. — 
Soeh are the arbitary, ridiculous and hurtful 
practices substituted for the real duties of mo* 
rality. We shall not combat the different su- 
perstitious practices, admitted by some sects 
and rejected by others ; such as the honors 
rendered to the memory of those pious fanatics 
and obscure contemplators whom Roman pon- 
tiffs have ranked among the saints. We say 
nothing of those pilgrimages which superstition 
has so often produced, nor those indulgences 
by means of which sins are remitted. We shall 
only observe, that these things are commonly 
more respected where they are admitted, than 
the duties of morality which in those places, 
frequently are wholly unknown. Mankind find 
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their natural propensities much less thwarted 
by such rites, ceremonies, and practices than 
by being virtuous. A good Christian is a man 
who conforms exactly to all that his priests 
exact from him ; these substitute blindness and 
submission in place of all virtues. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Of the Political Effects of the Christian Religion* 

After having seen the inutility and even dan- 
ger of the perfections, virtues and duties pro- 
posed by the Christian religion, let us enquire 
whether its political influences be more happy, 
and whether it can in reality, promote the wel- * 
fare of nations, among whom it is established 
and faithfully observed We at once find, that 
wherever this religion is admitted, two oppo- 
site legislations, ever at variance with each 
other, establish themselves. Although this re- 
ligion preaches love and peace, it soon annihi- 
lates the effects of those precepts by the divi- 
sions which it necessarily sows among its sec- 
taries, who unavoidably iuterpret diversely the 
ambiguous oracles announced in holy writ,— 
We find, that from the infancy of religion, the 
most acrimonious disputes have continually 
taken place among divines. The successive 
ages of Christianity have been stained witlk 
schisms, herisiee, persecutions, and contests. 
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tvidoly discordant from .its boasted spirit of 
peace find concord ; which is in fact incompat- 
ible with a religion whose precepts are so dark 
and equivocal. In all religious disputes, each 
party believes that God is on his side, and con- 
sequently they are obstinate. Indeed, how can 
it be otherwise, when they confound the came of 
Cod with that of their own vanity ? Thus, ma 
tually averse to concession, they quarrel and 
light until force has decided a conWt in which 
they never appeal to resaon. In fact, political 
authorities have ever been forced to interfere, 
in all the dissentions which have arisen among 
Christians. Governments have always taken 
in the frivolous disputes of priests, and foolish- 
ly considered them as objects of the last impor- 
tance They have cenceived, that in a religion 
established by God himself, there could be no- 
thing of a trifling nature. Thus, princes have 
armed themselves against their own subjects, 
-whose opinions differed from their's. The way 
of thinking at court has derided the creed and 
the faith of subjects. Opinions supported by 
king;?; and priests, have been the only true ones. 
Their creatures have been the guardians of or- 
thodoxy, and were commissioned to extermin- 
ate all whom they chose to denominate heretics 
and rebels. 

The prejudices of princes or their false poli- 
cy, has caused them to look upon those of their 
subjects, who differ from themselves in religious 
opinion*, as bad citizens, dangerous to the state 
and enemies to their power. If, leaving to 
priests the business of finishing their own im- 
pertinent disputes, they had not assisted their 
Quarrels and persecutions, tbey would have 
.died-away of themselves* and never have distflf- 
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bed the peace of nations. If those kings had 
impartially recompensed the good and punish- 
ed the bad without regard to their worship, 
.ceremonies, and speculative opinions, they 
Would not have made many of their subjects 
such enemies to that power, by which they 
found themselves oppressed. Christians have 
always attempted to reclaim heretics by injus- 
tice, violence, and persecution. Ought not they 
to have perceived, that this conduct was cal- 
culated only to produce hypocrites and hidden 
enemies, or open rebellions ? 

But these reflections are not designed for 
princes, who, from their infancy, have been 
filled with fanaticism and prejudices. They, 
instead of being actuated by virtuous motives, 
have formed obstinate attachments to frivolities 
and impetuous ardor for doctrines foreign to 
the welfare of their states & a boundless wrath 
against all who refuse to bend to their despotic 
opinions. Such sovereigns find it a shorter way 
to destroy mankind than reclaim them by mild 
means. Their haughty despotism will not 
condescend to reason. Religion assures them 
that tyranny is lawful, and cruelty meritorious 
when they are employed in the cause of heaven. 

The Christian religion, in fact, always makes 
despots and tyrants of all the sovereigns by 
whom it is adopted. It represents them as Gods 
upon earth ; it causes their very caprices to be 
respected as the will of heaven. It deliver* man- 
kind into their hands as an herd ol slaves, of 
whom they may dispose at their pleasui e. In 
return for their zeal for religion, all the outra- x 
ges upon justice that they can commit are for- 
given, and their subjects are commanded under 

pain of the wrath of the Most High, to submit 
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Without a murmur to the sword that strikes iftS 
stead of protecting themselves. It is not, there- 
fore, matter of surprise, that since the establish- 
ment of this religion, we see so mat\y nations 
groaning under devout tyrants, who, although 
obstinately attached to religion have been un- 
t just, licentious and cruel. Whatever were the 
oppressions and ravages of these religious or 
hypocritical princes, the priests have not failed 
to preach submission to their subjects. On the 
other hand, let us not be surprised to see so 
many weak and wicked princes, support in 
their turns the interest of a religion, which their 
false policy judged nece^ary to the maintenance 
of their authority. tf kings were enlightened, 
just and virtuous, and knew and practised tbeir 
real duties, they would bave had no need of the 
aid of superstition in governing nations. But, 
as it is more easy to conform to rites than to 
acquire talents or practice virtue, this religion 
has, in princes, too often found support for it- 
self, and destruction for its enemies. 

The ministers of religion have not had the 
same complaisance for princes, who refused to 
make a common cause with them, espouse their 
quarrels, and become subservient to their pas- 
siona. They have arisen against those who 
have thwarted their views, punished their ex- 
cesses, touched their immunities, endeavored to 
subject them to reason, or repress their ambi- 
tious designs. The priests on such occasions, 
cry out, Impiety ! Sacrilege ! Then they pretend 
that the sovereign puts his handHo the censor, and 
usurps the rights granted them by God himself. 
Then they endeavor to excite nations to rebel- 
lion. They arm fanatics against sovereigns, 
whom they declare tyrants, for having beett 
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is always ready to revenge any injustice done 
to its ministers. They are themselves submis- 
sive, and preach submission to other*, only 
when they are permitted to share the au h>rity, 
or are too feeble to resist it. This is the reason 
why the apostles, in the infancy of Christianity, 
being destitute of power, preached subordina- 
tion No sooner had this religion gained suffi- 
cient strength than it preached resistance and 
rebellion ; dethroning some kings and assasin- 
ating others 

In every political body, where this religion is 
established, there are two rival powers, which, 
by incessant contention, convulse and woui^l 
the state. The citizens divide into opposite 
parties, each of which fights, or thinks it fights 
for God. These contests at different times ter- 
minate differently, but the triumphant party is 
always in the right. By attentive examination 
of such events, we shall escape the dominion 
of fanaticism. It is by tiimulating mankind to 
inquiry, that they must be freed from the shack- 
les of superstitution. Let mankind think till 
they have thrown aside their prejudices, and 
they will think justly. The reign of the priest- 
hood will cease when men cease to be ignor- 
ant and credulous. Credulity is the offspring 
of ignorance, and superstition is the child of 
credulity. 

But most kings dread that mankind should 
be enlightened. Accomplices with the priest- 
hood, they have formed a league with them to 
stifle reason, and uersectite all who confide in 
its guidance. B|in«l to its interests, and those 
of their subjects, they w«*h only to command 
slaves, forgetting thpse slaves arc always atJhe 
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disposal of the priests. Thus we see science 

neglected, and ignorance triumphant, in those 
comm ies where this religion holds the most ab- 
solute dominion. Arts and sciences are the ' 
.children of liberty, and separated from their pa* 
- rent they languish and die. Among christian 
nations, the least superstitious are the most free, 
powerful, and happy. In countries wUere spir- 
itual and temporal despotism are leagued, the 
people grovel in the most shameful ignorance 
and lethargic inactivity. The European na- 
tions who boast of possessing the purest faith, 
are not surely the most flourishing and power- 
erful. Their kings, enslaved themselves by 
.priests, have not energy and couruge enough 
to make a single struggle for their own wel- 
fare or that of their subjects. Priests, in such 
states, are the only order of men who are 
rich ; other citizens languish in the deepest in- 
digence. But of what importance are the pow- 
«r and happiness of nations to the sectaries of 
a religion who seek not for happiness in this 
world, who believe riches injurious, preach a 
God of poverty, and recommend abasement to 
the soul, and mortification of the flesh? It is 
Without doubt to oblige people to practice these 
maxims, that the clergy in many christian 
states, have taken possession of most of the 
riches, and live in splendor, while their fellow- 
citizens are set forward in the road to heav* 
en, unincumbered with any burthen of earthly 
Wealth. 

Such are the advantages political society de- 
rives from the christian religion. It forms an 
independent state within a state It renders the 
iteofple slaves. When sovereigns are obedient 

Jit, it ftvdri* their tyranny, Wfcea they art 
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disobedient, it renders their subjects fanatic and 
rebellious. When it accords with political 
power. it convulses, debase*, and impoverish- 
es nations ; when not f it makes citizens unso- 
cial, turbulent, inlolerant, and mutinous. 

If we examine in detail the precepts of this 
Religion, and the maxims which flow from its 
principles, we shall find that it interdict* every 
thing- that can make a nation flourish. Wo 
have already seen the idea* of imperfection that 
it attaches to marriage, and Us e^t^m of celib- 
acy. These notions are highly unfavorable to 
population, which is, incoptrovertibly the first 
Source of power in a state. 

Commerce is not less contradictory to the 
spirit of a religion, the foundei of which pro- 
nounced an anathema against riches, and ex- 
eluded them from 'his kingdom. All industry 
is interdicted to perfect chr:$tians ; they live a 
provisory life on earth, and never concern them* 
selves with the morrow. / : 

Must it not be a grreat temerity and sin for a 
Christian to serye in war ? Is not the man who 
has never the right to believe himself absolute- 
ly in a state of grace, extremely rash when he 
exposes himself to eternal damnation? Is not 
the christian, who ought tp; have charity for all 
men, and love even hjs enemies, guilty of an 
enormous crime* when he kills a man o( whose 
disposition he is ignorant, and whom he, per- 
haps, precipitates at once into hell ? A chris- 
tian soldier is a monster ; unless, indeed, he 
fihts in the cause of religion. Then, if he dies, 
i4 he dies a blessed martyr." / . 

The Christian religion has always declared 
war against science and all human kno wledge, 
These have been looked upon as obstacles tp 
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ttreep, and pray, and render themselves and otlU 
era wretched, in order to merit heaven. 

In fine, * religion whose maxims tend to ren- 
der mankind in general intolerant, to make 
kings persecutors, and their -ubjecis slaves, or 
rebels; a religion, the obscure doctrine* of 
which pave rise to eternal disputes ; a religion 
which debases mankind, and turns them aside 
from their true interests ; such a religion, I say 
is destructive to every society. 

- 



\ 
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6HAPTER XV. 

Of the Christian Church, or Priesthood. 

There have been in all ages, men who know 
how to profit by the errors of mankind. Priests 
of all religions, have laid the foundations ol their 
greatness, power, and riches, on the fears of the 
vulgar. No religion has, however, had so ma 
ny reasons as the christian for subjecting pea- 
pie to the priesthood. The first preachers of 
the gospel, the Apostles, are represented as di- 
vine men. inspired by God, and sharing hisom 
nipoteoce If each individual among their sue-* 
cessors, has not enjoyed the same privileges in 
the opinion of all Christians, yet the body of 
priests, or Church, is never abandoned by the 
Holy Ghnet, but always illuminated thereby.— 
They collet tivel) , at all times, possess infalli- 
bility, and consequently their decisions become 
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perpetual revelations, equally sacred with those 
of God himself. 

♦ 

Such being the attributes of priesthood, this 
body must, in virtue of the prerogatives they 
hold from Christ himself, have a right to uncon- 
ditional submission from men and nations. — 
The enormous power they have so long exer- 
cised, is not. therefore, surprising. It should he 
unlimited, sinee it is founded on the authority of 
the Almighty,. It should »e despotic, because 
men* have no right to resist divine power. It 
must degenerate into abuse, for the priesthood, 
exercised by men. whom impunity always ren- 
ders licentious and corrupt. 

In the infancy of Christianity, the Apostles, 
commissioned by Jesus Christ, preached the 
gospel to Jews and Gentiles. The novelty of 
their doctrine, a* we have already seen, pro- 
cured them many prosolytes among the vulgar. 
The new Christians, inflamed with ardor for 
their new opigions, formed in every city partic- 
ular congregations, under the government of 
men appointed by the Apostles. The latter 
having received the faith at first hand, retained 
the inspection and direction of the different 
( Christian societies they bad formed. Such ap- 
pears to have been the origin of Bishops or In- 
spectors which are perpetuated in the church, 
to this day ;* an origin in which the princes of 
m idem Christianity suifficienily pride them- 

* Saint Jerome highly disapproved the distinctions of 
bishops and priests or curates He pretends that priests 
and bishops were, according t<» St Pa il, the same thing, 
before, say* he, by the instigation of the devil, there were 
destinations in religion At this day. bishops who do no* 
enj°y great revenues : while innumerable curates- 
•who labor, are dying with hunger. 
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selves. It is known that in this infant sect, the ! 
associotes held their goods in common. This 
duty appears to have heen rigorously exacted ; 
for, by the command of St. Peter, two new 
christians were smitten to death, for having 
withheld some parts of their own property.— 
The funds resulting from thin practice, were at 
the disposal of the Apostles; to this commis- 
sion, the Bishops, Inspectors, or priests, suc- 
ceeded, when they became successors of the 
Apostles; and as the priest must live by the al- 
tar, we may suppose that th -y paid themselves, 
and not illiberally, for their instructions, out of 
the pubiic treasury. Those who attempted new 
spiritual conquests were, probably, obliged to 
content themselves with the voluntary contri- 
butions of 'their converts. However this may 
be. the treasures accumulated, through the 
credulous piety of the faithful, became an ob- 
ject of the avarice of priests, and begat discord 
among them. Each one wished to govern and 
have the disposal of the riches of the community* 
Hence the cahals and factions which we find 
growing up with the church of God. The 
priests were always first to wander from the 
principles of their religion. Their own ambi- 
tion and avarice always contradict the disinter- 
ested maxims they teach to others. 

So long as the Christian religion was much 
depressed and persecuted, discordant Bishops 
and priests, combatted in secret, and the noise 
of their quarrels did not spread far abroad.— 
But when Constantine wished to secure to him* 
self a party, the obscurity of which had favored 
its increase, until now become very numerous, 
the face of every thing in the church was chan- 
ged. Christian leaders transformed to coar> 
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tiers, and seduced by authority, fought openly. 
They engaged sovereigns in their quarrels, and 
persecuted their rivals. Laden by degrees with 
riches and honors, they would no longer be re- 
4 cognized, as the successors of the poor and hum- 
ble Aoo*tles. *ent by Christ to preach his doc- 
trine. They became prinres, and supported by 
the strongest arms, opinions they (bund them- 
selves able to give laws to nations, and put the 
world in confusion. 

Under Constuntine. the Pontificate had been 
by a shameful imprudence, separated from the 
Empire. The Emperors soon found they had 
cause to repent this oversight. The Bithop of 
Rome, thatformei mistress of the world, whose 
name still sounded awful in the ears of nations, 
knew how to make a skilful advantage of the 
troubles of the Empire, invaded by barbarians, 
and the weakness of Emperors, too remote to 
watch over his conduct. By dint of plots and 
intrigues, the Roman pontiff at length seated 
himself on the throne of the Cs&sars. It was 
for him that Emilias and Scipto had fought.— 
He was. in fine, looked upon in the west, as the v 
monarch of the Church, the universal bishop, 
the vicar of J»sus Christ upon earth, and the in- 
fallible organ of G "I. Although th^se haugh- 
ty titles were rejected in the east, the Roman 
pontiff reigned, without contest, in the greater 
part of the Christian world He was a God up- 
on earth, through the imbecility of kings, he be- 
came arbiter of their destinies, and founded a 
Theocracy or divine government^ of which him- 
self was chief, and they were his lieutenants.— 
When they had the audacity to become diso- 
bedient to him, he dethroned them, or excited 
their subjects to rebellion. In a word, his spic^ 
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Aiua} arms were, through a long succession of 
ages, stronger than the temporal ones of his op- 
ponents. Nations had the stupidity to obey 
him, and the distribution of Crowns was in his 
power. To securchis dominion over princes, 
he sowed divisions among them; and hi* em- 
pire would still retain its extent and vigor, if a 
gradual increase of knowledge, had not, in 
spite of religious opposition, made its way a- 
mong mankind, and kings, acting inconsistently 
with their religion, listened to ambition rather 
than doty If the ministers of the Church have 
received their power from Christ himself, to 
resist these bin representatives, in in fact to re- 
volt against htm. Kt;>gs as well as sutgects, 
cannot throw off allegiance to God, without a 
crime. The spiritual authority proceeding from 
God, must of t ight, have juiisdn lion over tem- 
poral authority proceeding from man. A prtace 
who is a true Christian, must become a servant 
of the/church, and at best, the flrat slave of the 
clergry. I 

Let os not then, he surprised, that, in the 
ages of ignorance, priests, being most readily 
obeyed by people, more attached to heavenly 



ten u d v:>ire of God ami his interest*. is mote 
listened to, than that of <luty, justirt . am) rea- 
son A irood (Christian piously submissive to 
the Chni'i'h. must be blind. a»:d uir easi-uable, 
when ver the church commands him to he so. 
The powt-r that has a right to reuder us absurd 
has the right to render us criminal. 

Besides, those that derive their power from 
God, can be subject to no other power. Thus, 
the independence of the Christian clergy, is 
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founded upon Ibe principles of their religion. 
Of this circumstance, they have taken care to 
pmftt. and impressed with this idea they, after 
being" enriched by the generosity of kings and 
people, have always proved ungrateful to the 
true sources of their own opulence and privi- 
leges. What had been given this body, through 
surprise or impudence, it was found impossible 
to recover from their hands. They foresaw, 
- that, future generations breaking loose from the 
fetters of prejudice, might tear from them the 
donations they had gained by the extortions of 
terror, am! the evtlsof imposture. They there- 
fore, nersuad^d mankind, that they held from 
God alone, what had been given them by their 
fellow-mortals; and by a miracle of credulity, 
they were hetieve'd on their word. 
' Thus the interests of the clergy, became sep- 
arate t from those of society. Men devoted to 
God. and, chosen to be his ministers, were no 
longer confounded with the profane. JL»aws 
and civil tribunals renounced nil power over 
th ?n. They could be judged only by members 
of their own body. Hence the greatest excesses 
were often committed by them with impunity ; 
and their persons, at the disposal of God alone, 
were sacred and inviolable. Their possessions, 
• although they contributed nothing to public 
charges, or^t least no more than they pleased, 
were defended and enlarged by fanatic sover- 
eigns, who hoped thereby, to conciliate the fa- 
vor of Heaven. In fact, those reverend wolves 
in shepard 1 * elothfng under pretence of freding 
with instruction, devoured with avarice, and 
secure In their disguise, fattened on the blood of 
their floeks, unpunished and unsuspected. Prom 
their fhstructionsrfor eighteen hundred venrs 
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past, what advantages tin ve nations derived % 
Have these infallible men found ii possible to 
agree among themselves, on the most essential 
points of religion, revealed bs God himself? — 
Strange indeed, is that revelation, which needs 
continual commentaries, mid interpretations. 
What must bethought ofthe*e divine writings 
which every t*ect uuderstands so differently ? 
Those who are incessantly fed with tb * gospel, 
do not understand these matters hetter, nor are 
they more virtuous than others. They are com- 
manded to obey the Church, and the Church. is 
never at accord w ith itself. She is eternally 
&usied in reforming, explaining, puiluut down, 
and building up her noly doctrines. Her minis- 
ters have, at will, created new doctrines un- 
known to Christ and the Apostles. Every age 
has brought forth new mysteries, new ceremo- 
nies, and new articles of faith Notwithstand- 
ing the inspirations of the Holy Ghost, this re- 
ligion has never attained to ih?«t learaess. sim- 
plicity, and consistency, which are the only in* 
dubitable proofs of a good system. Neither _ 
councils nor canons, nor the mnss of decrees, and 
laws which form the code of the Church, havt* 
ever yet been able to 6x the objects of her be- 

Were a sensible heathen desirous of embrac 
ing Christianity, be would he, nt the first step, 
thrown into perpexity, at the sight of the nu- 
merous variety of sects, each of w hich pretends 
to conform precisely to the word of God, and 
travel in the onlv sure road to salvation. When 
tie finds, that these different sects regard eac h 
other with horror : that tl ey all deal out dam- 
nation t . all, whose opinions difler fronni their 
own, that they all unite their efforts to banish 
peace frotn society ; that, always when power 

X 
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is in their hands, they persecute and inflict the 
most refined cruelties on each other, for which 
shall he determine ? For, let us not be deceiv- 
ed— —Christians, not satisfied with enforcing 1 
by violance, an exterior xutHntssion to the cer- 
emonies of their religion, have invented an art 
unknown to heathen superstitions, that of tor- 
menting the conscience, and exercising a tyran? 
ny over the mind itself. The zeal of the min- 
isters of the Church, is not limited to exteriors ; 
they steal into the foldings of the heart, and in- 
solently violate the most secret sanctuaries of 
thought. — (Spoken of the Romish clergy.) ^tnd 
for this sacrilege, their justifTcJition is a pre- 
tended interest ' in the salvation of souls. 

r 

Such are the effects, which necessarily result 
from the principles of a religion, which teaches 
mankind, that involuntary error is a crime that 
merits the wrath of God. It is in consequence 
of such ideas, that in certain countries', priests, 
with the permission of the civil governments, 
pretend to a commission for maintaining the 
faith r» its purity. Judges in their own cause, 
they condemn to the flames all whose opinions 
appear to them dangerous.* Served by innu- 

*Civil tribunals, when they are just, have a maxim to 
look for every thing 1 that can contribute lo the defence of 
the accused. In the Inquisition, a method directly oppo- 
site has been adopted, I'Uv accused is neither told the 
cause of his detention, nor con Hon tod with Ins accustr. 
He is ignorant of his crime, vrfhe is commanded to con- 
fess. Surh are the maxim* of Christian priests. The In- 
quisition, however, condemns nobody to die. Priests 
cannot themselves shed bhmd. That function is reserved 
Yor tlie Secular arm ; and they nave even the effrontery to 
intercede for criminals, sure, however, of not being 1 
heard. Indeed, it is probable, they would make no small 
clamor, should the magistrate take them at their word, 
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inerable spies, they watch the minutest actions 
the people, and inhumanly sacrifice all that 
have the misfortune to give them the smallest 
umbrage. To excitr suspicions in their minds, 
is to rush upon inevitable dest ruction. Such 
are the blessings which the H dy Inquisition, 
all mild and gentle, pours upon mankind. 

Such are the princ ples of this sanguinary tri- 
bunal which perpetuates the ignorance and in- 
fatuation of the people wherever the false poli- 
cy of governments pcrrtiits its horrors to »e ex- 
ercised 

The disputes between Christian priests have 
been sources of animosity, hatred and heresy. 
We find these to have existed from the infan- 
cy of the church. A religion founded on w on 
ders, fables, and obscure oracles, could only be 
a fruitful source of quarrels. Priests attended 
to ridiculous doctrines instead of useful knowl- 
edge; and when they should have studied true 
morality, and taught mankind their real duties, 
they only strove to gain adherents. They bu- 
sied themselves in useless speculations in a bar- 
barous and enigmatical science, which under 
the pompous title of the science of God, or the 
ology, excited in the vulgar, a reverential awe. 
They invented a system, bigoted, presumpfous, 
ridiculous, and as incomprehensible as the God 
whom they affected to worship Hence arose 
disputes on disputes, concerning puerile subtil 
ties, odious questions, and arbitrary opinions, 
which far from being useful, only served to poi- 
son the peace of society. In these bickerings 
we find profound geniuses busied ; and we are 

This conduct becomes men in whom Almighty interest sti- 
fles humanity, sincerity and modesty. 
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forced to reject the prostitutioo of talents wor- 
thy a better cause. The vulgar ever fond of 
riot, entered into quarrels they could not under- 
stand. Princes undertook the defence of the 
priests they wished to favor, and orthodoxy 
was decided by the longest sword. Their as- 
sistance the church never hesitated to receive 
in time of danger ; for on such occasion* the 
church reli(s rather on human assistance, than 
the promise of God, who declared that the seep- 
tre of the wicked should not rest upon the lot of 
the righteous. The heroes, found in the annals 
of the church, have been obstinate fanatics, fac- 
tious rebels, or furious persecutors. They were 
monsters of madness, faction and cruelty. The 
world in the days of our ancestors, was depop- 
ulated id defence of extravagances which ex- 
cite laughter in a posterity, not indeed, much 
wiser than they were. 

In almost all ages complaints have been made 
of abuses in the church, and reformation has 
been talked of Notwithstanding this pretend 
ed reform, in Vie head and in the members of the 
church, it has always been corrupted. Avari- 
cious, turbul at, and seditious priests have 
made nations #t oan under the weight of their 
vices, while p« inres were too weak to reclaim 
them to reason. The divisions and quarrels 
which took plaee among those ecclesiastical 
tyrants did indeed at length diminish the weight 
of the yone they hud imposed on kings and na- 
tions. The empire of the Roman pontiff which 
endured many ag^s. was at last shaken by irri- 
tated enthusiast* and rebellious subjects who 
presumed to examine the rights of this formi- 
dable despot. Some princes, weary of their 
slavery and poverty, readily embraced opia- 
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ions which would authorise them to enrich 
themselves with the spoils of the clergy. Thus 
the unity of the church was destroyed, sect§ 
were multiplied, and each fought for the defence 
of its own system. 

These found rs of these new sects were treat* 
' ed by the Uofiian potmffas innovators, heretics, 
and blasphemer*. They^ it U true, renounced 
some of their old opinions ; but content with 
having 1 made n few >top» towards reason, they 
dared not to shake off entirely the yoke of su- 
perstition. They continued to respect the sa- 
cred writ of the Christian, which they still look- 
ed upon as the only faithful guide. Upon them 
they pretended to found all their opinions. la 
fine, these books, in which every man may find 
what he pleases, as they became more common 
from time to time, produced new sects. Men 
were lost in a dark labyrinth, where each one 
groped his way in error, and yet judged afl but 
himself to be wrong. The leaders of these 
sect*, the pretended reformers of the church, 
gained but a glimpse at the truth, and attended 
to nothing* hut minutiee Tbey continued tr re- 
spect the sacred oracles of the Christians, and 
believe in their cruel and capricious Goo*. They 
admitted their extravagant mythology and 
most of their unreasonable doctrines. In fine, 
although they rejected some mysterce* that 
were incomprehensible, they admitted others 
not less so Let us not be *uroriset. therefore, 
that notwithstanding these reforms, fanaticism, 
controversy, persecution and war. continued to 
rage throughout Europe. The reveries of in- 
novators only served to plunge nations into new 
misfortunes. Blood continued to stream, and 
people grew neither more reasonable nor more 
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happy. Priests of all sects have ever wished, 
to govern mankind, and impose on them their 
decisions as infallible and sacred. They were 
alw;iys persecutors when in power, involved 
nations in their fury, and shook the world by 
their fatal opinions. The spirit of intolerance 
and persecution will ever be the offence of eve- 
ry sect founded on the bible. A mild and 
humane religion can never belong to a par- 
tial and God cruel, whom the opinions of men 
can fill with wrath. Wherever Christian sects 
exist, priests will exercise a power which may 
prove fatal to the state, and bodies of fanatical 
enthusiasts will be formed, always ready to 
rush to slaughter, when their spiritual guides 
cry, the church or the cause of God is in dan- 
ger 

. Thus in Christian countries we see the tern* 
poral power servilely submissive to the clergy, 
executing their commands, exterminating their 
enemies, and suppoiting their rights, riches, 
and immunities. In almost all nations where 
the church prevails, the most idle, useless, sedi- 
tious and dangerous men are raost liberally 
honored an ' rewarded. Superstition thinks 
she can never do enough for the ministers of 
her gods. These sentiments are the same in all 
sects (except the Quakers.) Priests every 
where endeavor to instil t*hem into kings, and 
make policy bend to religion, in doing which 
ibey often oppose the best institutions. They 
in all places aim at the superintendence of ed- 
ucation, and they fill their adherents with their 
fatal prejudices from their infancy. 

It is, however, in places that remained sub- 
ject to the Kotnan pontiff that the clergy have 
wallowed in the greatest profusion of riches 
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and power. Credulity has even enlisted kings 
among* their subjects, and debased them into 
mere executioners of their will. They were io 
•readiness to unsheath the sword whenever the 
priest commanded it. The monarchs of th* 
Roman sects, blinder than all others, had an 
unbounded confidence in the clergy of their 
church that generally rendered them mere tools 
of that body. This sect by means of furious in- 
toleration and atrocious persecutions, hec&rae 
more numerous than any other one: and their 
turbulent and cruel temper has justly rendered 
them o fious to the most reasonable, that is to 
say, least Christian nations. 

The liotnisb system was, in fact, invented to 
throw all the power into the han U of the cler- 
gy. Its priests have had the address to iden- 
tify themselves with God. Th *ir cause was al- 
ways bis; their glory became the glory of God. 
Their decisions were divine oracles ; their pos- 
sessions appertained to the kingdom of heaven. 
Their pride, avarice and cruelty, were rendered 
lawful, because they were never actuated by 
other motives than the interest of their heaven- 
ly master. In this sect, the priest saw the king 
at his feet, humbly confessing his sins, and be- 
seeching the holy man that he might be recon- 
ciled to his God. Seldom was the priest known 
to render bi.« sacred ministry subservient to the 
good of mankind. He thought not of reproach- 
ing monarchs with the abuse oftheir power, the 
misery oftheir subjects, and the tears < fthe op- 
pressed. Too timid, or too much of a courtier 
to thunder truth in their ears, he mentioned not 
to them the insupportable oppressions, the gal 
ling tyranny, nod useless wars under which I 
their subjects groaned. But each objects nevtfr 
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interest the church, which might indeed be of 
some utility, if its influence were exercised in 
bridling the excesses of superstitious tyrants.— 
r The terrors of the other world would not be un- 
pardonable falsehoods, could they make the 
herd of wicked kings to tremble. This, how- 
ever, has not been the object of the ministers of 
religion. They never stickled for the interest 
of mankind. They always burned incense at 
the altar of tyranny, looked upon its crimes 
with indulgence, and devised for them easy 
means of expiation. Tyrants were sure of the 
pardon and favor of heaven, if they entered 
warmly into the quarrels of the clergy. Thus, 
among the Catholics, priests governed kings, 
and consequently all their subjects. Supersti- 
tion and despotism formed an eternal alliance 
and united their efforts, to plunge mankind into 
{slavery and wretchedness. Priests frightened 
nations with religious terror, that they might be 
preyed upon by their sovereigns at leisure ; and 
In return, those sovereigns loaded the priests 
with opulence and power, and undertook, from 
tune to time, to exterminate their enemies. 

What shall we say of those subtle geniuses 
which christians call casuists, those pretended 
moralists who have computed the number of 
sins against God which a man can commit with- 
out risking his salvation. These men of pro- 
found wisdom have enriched Christian morali- 
ty with a ridiculous tart/ of sins ; they know 
precisely the degree of wrath each excites in 
the breast of the Almighty. True morality has 
but one criterion forjudging of the sins of man ; 
the greatest are those which injure society 
mm* The ettadtfel which ifljurxss' ourselves 

M 
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imprudent and Unreasonable. That which in- 
jures others is unjust and criminal. 

Every thing, even to idleness itself, is reward- 
ed in Christian priests Multitudes of these 
drones are maintained in ease and affluence, 
while, instead of serving society t they only prey 
upon it. They are paid with profusion for use- 
less prayers which they make with negligence. 
And w>*ile monks and Injzy priests, those blood 
succors of society, wallow in an abundance 
shameful to the states by whom they are toler- 
ated, the man of talents, the man of science.and 
the brave soldier are suffered to languish, in in- 
digence and poorly exist on the mere necessaries 
of life. 

In a word, Christianity makes nations ac* 
complices in all the evils which are heaped up- 
on them by the Clergy. Neither the useless* 
ness of their prayers demonstrated by the ex* 
perience of so many ages, the bloody effects of 
their fatal controversies, nor even their licen- 
tious excesses, have yet been sufficient to con* 
vince mankind how shamefully they are duped 
by that infallible Church, to the existence of 
which, they have had the simplicity to believe, 
their salvation attached. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

Conclusion. 

All which has h iter to been said, demonstrates, 
in the clearest manner, that the Chrhsrtiap reft- 



Digitized by Google 



141 



gion is contrary to true policy, and tbe welfare 
or mankind. It can be advantageous only to 
ignorant and vicious princes, who are desirous 
foreign over slaves, and who, in order to strip 
and tyranize over them with impunity, form a 
league with the priesthood, whose function it 
has ever been to deceive in the name of heav- 
en. But such imprudent princes should remem- 
ber, that, in order to succeed in their projects, 
they must themselves become the slave* of the 
priesthood, who (should the former fail in due 
submission, or refuse to be subservient to their 
passions; will infallibly turn their sacred arms 
against their royal heads. 

We have seen, above, that the Christian reli 
gion is not, on account of its fanatic virtues, 
blind zeal, and pretended perfections, the less 
injurious to sound morality, right reason, the 
happiness of individuals, and domestic harmo- 
ny. It is easy to perceive that a Christian who 
proposes to himself as a model, a gloomy and 
suffering God, must take pains to afflict and 
render himself wretched. If this world be on- 
ly a passage, if this life be only a pilgrimage, it 
must be ridiculous for man to attach himself 
to any thing here below : If his God be offen- 
ded with either the actions or opinions of his 
fellow creatures, he must do every thing in bis 
power, to punish them with severity, or be 
wanting in zeal and affection to his God. A 
good christian must fly the world or become a 
torment to himself and others. 

These reflections are sufficient to answer those 
who pretend that the Christian religion is the 
foundation of true policy and morality, and 
that where it is not possessed there can be nei« 
thw good men nor good citizens. The coin 
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verse of this proposition is undoubtedly mucli 
troer ; for, wo may assert, that a perfect chris 
tiao, who conforms to all the principles of his 
religion, who faithfully imitates the divine men 
proposed to him as a model, and practices their 
austerities in solitude, or carries their fanatic 
enthusiasm and bigotry into society, must be 
either useless to mankind, or a troublesome and 
dangerous citizen. 0 

Were we to believe the advocates of the 
Christian religion, it would appear, that no mo- 
rality can exist where this religion is not es- 
tablished. Yet we may perceive, at a single 
glance, that there are virtues in every corner of 
the earth. Np political society could exist with- 
out them. Among the Chinese, the Indians! 
and the Mahometans, there are, undoubtedly 
good citizens, tender fathers, affectionate hus- 
bands, and dutiful children. And good people 
there, as well as with us, would be more nu- 
merous if they were governed by a wise poli- 
cy, which, instead of causing children to be 
taught a senseless religion, should give them 
equitable laws, teach them a pare morality uo- 
contatninated with fanaticism, deter them from 
vice by suitable punishments, and invite them 
to the practice of virtue by proper rewards. 

In truth, it seems, (I repeat it) that religion 

* The clergy incessantly cry out against unbelievers and 
philosophers ; who they style dangerous subjects. Yet it 
We open i t >ry, we do not fin<l that philosophers are those 
who huvs embroiled states and empiies : but that such e- 
vents have generally been produced by the religious.— 
The Domicician, who poisoned the emperor Henry XL 
James Clement and Ravaillac, were not unbelievers.— 
Thtey were not philosophers, but fanatic Christians, who 
led Charles I. to the scaffold. It was the minister Gonxarj?- 
«d m>t> Spiuofa> wtos selHollandon fite, &e. <&t. tffc. 
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Jxas been invented to relieve governments twfri 
the oar© of being just, and reigning by equitable 
laws. Religion is the art of inspiring mankind 
with an enthusiasm, which is designed to divert 
their attention from thee vile with which they 
are overwhelmed by those who govern them. 
By means of the invisible powers with whiojl 
they are threatened, they are forced to. suffer in 
silence the miseries with which they are afflict- 
ed by visible ones. They are taught to hope 
that, if they consent to become miserable in this 
world, they will for that reason be happy in th* 
next. 

Thus religion has become the most powerful 
support of a shameful and iniquitous policy, 
which holds it mwMaary to deceive mankind; 
that they may the more easily be governed.— 
"Par from enlightened and virtuous governments 
be resources so base ! Let them learn their 
true interests, and know that these cannot h$ 
separated from that of the People. Let them 
know that no state can be truly potent, except 
the citizens who compose it be courageous, ac- 
tive, industrious, virtuous* and attached to their 
government. Let governments know, that the 
attachment of their constituents can have no 
other foundation than the happiness which th,o 
former procures the latter. If governments 
were penetrated with these important truths, 
they would need the aid of neither religion nor 
priests. Let them be just and equitable-— let 
them l?e careful to reward talents and virtue, 
to discourage inutility, and punish vice, and 
their states will soon be filled with worthy and 
sensible citizens, who will feel it their own in- 
terest to serve and defend their country, and* 
pupjjort the government which is the imjtrtt* 
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tilieoter their felicity. > They Will do theiramies 
without thre influence of revefotion, or mysteries 
of paradise, or bell. 

Morality wiN be preached in vain if it is not 
supported by the example of influential ehar- 
acter. It belongs to magistrates to teach mo- 
rality by practicing it, by inciting 10 virtue and 
repressing vice in every form. Their poweris 
weakened the moment they suffer a power to 
arise in the state, whose influence is exerted, 
to render morality subservient to superstition, - 
and fanaticism. In states where education is 
entrusted to a fanatic enthusiastic clergy, we 
find citizens overwhelmed with superstition, 
and destitute of every virtue, except a blind 
faith, a ferocioity^aseat a rtt*rctrtoua submission 
to puerile ceremonies. «nd, in one word, fan- 
tastic notions, which never render them better 
men. Notwithstanding the happy influences 
attributed to the Christian religion, do we find 
more virtues in those who profess it, than in 
those w*ho are strangers to it ? Are the men, 
redeemed by the blood of even n Deity, mbrb 
honest than others? Among Christians, im- 
pressed with their religion, one would imagine < 
we should search in vain for rapine, fornica- 
tion, adultery, and oppression. Among the 
orthodox courtiers, who surround Christian 
thrones, do we see intrigues v calumny, W per- 
fidy? Among the clergy who announce to 
others such redoubtable dogmas, and such ter- 
rible chastisements; do we find crimes thai shun 
the day, and every species of iniquity ? AH 
these men are Christians, who, unbridled by 
their religion, continually violate the ptotnefit 
duties of a morality, and knowingly offend ,0 
C*od. whdm they are \sdnSctous Of having -irri- 
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tated. Yet they flatter themselves that tticy 
shall be able, by a tardy repentance at death, 
to appease that divine justice which they had 
insulted during 1 the whole course of their lives. 

In the mean time, we shall not deny, that the 
Christian religion sometimes proves a restraint 
to timorous nun (is, which are incapable of that 
fanaticism, and destitute of that destructive en- - 
ergy which lead to the commission ot great 
crimes. But such miuds would have been hon- 
est and harmless without 'his restraint. The 
fear of rendering themselves odious to man- 
kind, by incurring contempt, and losing their 
reputation, would have been a chain of equal 
strength, on the actions of such men. Those 
who are so blind «o to tread theee c-oriea ora- 
tions unjdor foot, would never be deterred from 
it by the menace of religion. 

Every man, who has received a proper edu- 
cation, experiences within himself a painful 
sentiment of mingled shame and fear, whenever 
he soils himself with the guilt of a dishonest 
action. He even condemns himself frequently 
with greater severity than others do. He dreads 
and shuns the eyes of his fellow- creatures ; he 
even wishes to fly from himself. This is what 
constitutes remorse. 

In a word, Christiany puts no restraint upon 
the passions of mankind, %vhich might not bo 
efficaciously applied to them by reason, educa- 
tion, and sound morality. If the wicked were 
sure of being punished, as often as they think of 
committing dishonest actions, they would be 
forced to desist In a society well constituted, 
contempt will always follow vice, and crimes 
will produce punishment. Education, guided 
only by the good of society, ought ever to teach 
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mankind to esteem themselves, to dread tlie 
contempt of others, and fear infamy mora than 
death itself. But this kind of morality can nev- 
er be consistent with a religion which com- 
mands men to despise themselves, avoid the 
esteem of others, and attempt to please only a 
6tod, whose conduct is inexplicable. 

In fine, if the Christian religion be, as is preten- 
ded, a restraint to the crimes of men, if it pro- 
duces salutary effects on borne individuals ; can 
these advantages, so rare, so weak and doubt- 
ful, be compared with Ihe evident and immense 
evils which religion has produced on the earth ? 
Can some lew trifling crimes prevented, some 
conversions useless to society, some steril and 
tardy repentances, enter into the balance a- 
gainst the continual dissentions, bloody wars, 
horrid massacres, persecutions, and cruelties, 
of which the Christian religion has been a con- 
tinual cause and pretext ? For one secret sin- 
ful thought suppressed by it. there are even 
whole nations armed for reciprocal destruction 
—the hearts of millions of fanatics are inflamed 
— families and states are plunged into confusion 
—and the earth is bedewed with tears and 
blood.® After this, let common sense decide 
the magnitude of the advantages which man- 
hind derive from the glad tidings which Chris- 
tians pretend to have received from their God. 

Many honest people although not ignorant 
of the ills produced umong mankind by this re- 
ligion, nevertheless consider it a necessary evil 
and think it dangerous to attempt to uproot it. 

" Witness, even in this enlightened age, the Holy Crusadb 
rcl^on ance; for the WP 0 * <* *«Hwiay tfce Christie 
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^Uan&iod, say t&ey, are naturally supetsiU&Us ; 
they must be amused with chimeras, and be- 
come outrageous when deprived of them. But 
I*a newer, mankind are superstitious only be- 
cause, in infancy, every thing contributes to 
render them so. He is led to expect his happi- 
ness from chimeras, because he is forbidden to 
seek for it from realities. 

In fine, it is for philosophers and for magis- 
trates to conduct mankind back to reason. The 
former will obtain the confidence and love of 
the latter, when they endeavor to promote the 
public good Undeceived themselves, they 
may undeceive others by degrees. Govern- 
ments will prevent superstition from doing 
harm, when they despise it and stand aloof from 
its ridiculous disputes. W hen they tolerate all 
sects, and side with none, those sects after quar- 
relling a while, will drop their masks, and bos 
come eon temp table even to themselves. Su- 
perstition falls beneath its own weight, when 
freedom of conscience being restored to mankind 
reason is at liberty to attack their follies. True 
toleration and freedom of thought are the moat 
proper instruments for the destruction of relig- 
ious fanaticism. Imposture is in nature timid, 
and when she finds herself confronted witft 
truth, her arms fall from her hands. 

If a criminal and undescerning policy, has 
hitherto, in almost all parts of the earth, had 
recourse to the aid of religion, to enslave man-* 
kind and render them miserable, let a virtuous 
and more enlightened policy hereafter destroy 
it by little and little to render them happy. If 
education has hitherto formed enthusiasts an^ 
fanatics, let it be hereafter calculated to for 1 

^ood ejrtizeits. |f » iwaUty, fetmde* »n pf 
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pies, and looking to futurity, has been unable to 
restrain the passions of mankind, let a morality 
established upon their present and real wants 
demonstrate that, in a well constituted society, 

happiness is always the reward of virtue 

shame, conempt, tand punishment the compan- 
ions of vice, and the wages of sin. 

If error be an evil, to it let truth be opposed. 
If enthusiasm produce disorders in society, let 
it be suppressed. Let us leave to Asia a relig- 
ion begotten by the ardent imaginations of the 
Orientals. Let our milder .climates be more 
reasonable, more free, and more happy. Let 
us make them the residence of honesty, activi- 
ty, industry, social affections and exalted minds 

■ May not reason Arc permitted to hope, that 
she shall one day re assume the power so long: 
usurped from her by error, ijlusion, and deceit ? 
When will nations renounce chimerical hopes, 
to'contemplate their true interests ? Will they 
ever shaka off the yokes of those hypocritical 
tyrants, who are interested only in the errors of 
mankind ? Let us hope it. Truth must at last 
triumph over falsehood.-— Mankind fatigued, 
with their own credulity, will retutn to her 
arms.— Reason will break theirchains. — Reason, 
which was created to reign, with undivided 
empire, over all intelligent beings. 
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